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THE WRITINGS OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 
RELATING TO THE NATIONAL CAPITAL. 

Commissioners ' proceedings, Vol. 1, p. 1. 

Commission. 

Jan 22 1791 

George Washington, President of the United States of 
America, 
To all who shall see these presents greeting: 

Know ye, that reposing special trust and confidence in the 
integrity, skill and diligence of Thomas Johnson and Daniel 
Carroll, of Maryland, and David Stuart, of Virginia, 1 I do, in 
pursuance of the powers vested in me by the act entitled "An 
act for establishing the temporary and permanent seat of the 
Government of the United States,' ' hereby appoint them the 
said Thomas Johnson, Daniel Carroll, and David Stuart, com- 
missioners for surveying the District of Territory accepted by 
the said act for the permanent seat of Government of the 
United States, and for performing such other offices as by law 
are directed, with full authority for them, or of any two of 
them, to proceed therein according to law, and to have and to 
hold the said office with all the powers, privileges, and authori- 
ties to the same of right appertaining each of them, during the 
pleasure of the President of the United States for the time 
being. 

i Thomas Johnson was a resident of Frederick, Md., and was promi- 
nent in national and state affairs. For the greater part of his term as 
commissioner he also served as member of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

Daniel Carroll was then completing a term as member of the House of 
Representatives. He lived on his farm in the vicinity of what is now 
Forest Glen, Md., just beyond the borders of the District. Daniel Carroll 
of Duddington was his nephew. 

Dr. David Stuart was a physician living near Fairfax Court house, 
Va. He had married the widow of John Parke Custis, the son of Mrs. 
George Washington. 
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In testimony whereof I have caused these letters to be made 
patent and the seal of the United States thereto affixed. 

Given under my hand at the city of Philadelphia, the 22d 
day of January, in the year of our Lord 1791 & of the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America the fifteenth. 
By the President : 

G. Washington. 
Thos. Jefferson, 



Dept. of State. 

By the President of the United States of America. 
A Proclamation. [Jan. 24, 1791.] 

Whereas the General Assembly of the State of Maryland, 
by an Act passed on the Twenty-third day of December, One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-eight, entituled, "An 
Act to cede to Congress a District of Ten Miles square in this 
State, for the Seat of the Government of the United States," 
did enact that the Representatives of the said State in the 
House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States, 
appointed to assemble at New-York, on the First Wednesday 
of March then next ensuing, should be, and they were thereby 
authorized and required, on the behalf of the said State, to 
cede to the Congress of the United States, any District in the 
said State, not exceeding Ten Miles Square, which the Congress 
might fix upon and accept for the Seat of Government of the 
United States. 

And the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia, by an Act passed on the Third Day of December, One 
Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty-nine, and entituled 
"An Act for the Cession of Ten Miles Square, or any lesser 
Quantity of Territory within this State, to the United States 
in Congress assembled, for the permanent Seat of the General 
Government, ' ' did enact, that a Tract of Country not exceed- 
ing Ten Miles Square, or any lesser Quantity, to be located 
within the Limits of the said State, and in any Part thereof, as 
Congress might by Law direct, should be and the same was 
thereby forever ceded and relinquished to the Congress and 
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Government of the United States, in full and absolute Right, 
and exclusive Jurisdiction, as well of Soil, as of Persons re- 
siding or to reside thereon, pursuant to the Tenor and Effect 
of the Eighth Section of the First Article of the Constitution 
of Government of the United States. 

And the Congress of the United States by their Act passed 
the Sixteenth Day of July, One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Ninety, and entituled ' ' An Act for establishing the temporary 
and permanent Seat of the Government of the United States,' ' 
authorized the President of the United States, to appoint three 
Commissioners to survey under his Direction, and by proper 
Metes and Bounds to limit a District of Territory, not ex- 
ceeding Ten Miles Square, on the River Potomac, at some Place 
between the Mouths of the Eastern Branch, and Connogo- 
cheque, which District so to be located and limited, was ac- 
cepted by the said Act of Congress, as the District for the 
permanent Seat of the Government of the United States. 

Now therefore, in pursuance of the Powers to me confided, 
and after duly examining and weighing the advantages and dis- 
advantages of the several Situations within the Limits afore- 
said, I do hereby declare and make known, that the Location of 
one Part of the said District of Ten Miles Square, shall be 
found by running four Lines of Experiment in the following 
Manner, that is to say, Running from the Court-House of 
Alexandria in Virginia, due South West half a Mile, and 
thence a due South East course, till it shall strike Hunting 
Creek, to fix the beginning of the said four Lines of Experi- 
ment: 

Then beginning the First of the said four Lines of Experi- 
ment at the Point on Hunting Creek, where the said South 
East Course shall have struck the same, and running the said 
First Line due North West Ten Miles : thence the Second Line 
into Maryland due North East Ten Miles: thence the Third 
Line due South East Ten Miles : and thence the Fourth Line 
due South West Ten Miles to the beginning on Hunting Creek. 

And the said four Lines of Experiment being so run, I do 
hereby declare and make known, That all that part within the 
said four Lines of Experiment which shall be within the State 
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of Maryland and above the Eastern Branch, and all that Part 
within the same four Lines of Experiment which shall be 
within the Commonwealth of Virginia, and above a Line to be 
run from the Point of Land forming the Upper Cape of the 
Mouth of the Eastern Branch due South-West, and no more, is 
now fixed upon, and directed to be surveyed, defined, limited 
and located for a Part of the said District accepted by the said 
Act of Congress for the permanent Seat of the Government of 
the United States; (hereby expressly reserving the Direction 
of the Survey and Location of the remaining Part of the said 
District, to be made hereafter contiguous to such Part or Parts 
of the present Location as is, or shall be agreeable to Law). 

And I do accordingly direct the said Commissioners, ap- 
pointed agreeably to the Tenor of the said Act, to proceed 
forthwith to run the said Lines of Experiment, and the same 
being run, to survey, and by proper Metes and Bounds to 
define and limit the Part within the same, which is herein be- 
fore directed for immediate Location and Acceptance; and 
thereof to make due Keport to me, under their Hands and 
Seals. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the Seal of the 
United States to be affixed to these Presents, and signed the 
same with my Hand. Done at the City of Philadelphia, the 
Twenty-Fourth Day of January, in the Year of our Lord, 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States the Fifteenth. 

George Washington. 
By the President, 

Thomas Jefferson. 



L. C, Letter Book 17, p. 150. 

Message. 

January 24th 1791. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives. 

In execution of the powers with which Congress were pleased 
to invest me by their Act intitled "An Act for establishing 
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the temporary and permanent seat of the Government of the 
United States", and on mature consideration of the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of the several positions within the 
limits prescribed by the said Act, I have, by Proclamation, 
bearing date this day, a copy of which is herewith transmitted, 
directed Commissioners, appointed in pursuance of the Act, to 
survey and limit a part of the territory of ten miles square, on 
both sides the river Potomack, so as to comprehend George 
Town in Maryland, and to extend to the Eastern branch. I 
have not by this first act given to the said territory the whole 
extent of which it is susceptible in the direction of the River; 
because I thought it important that Congress should have an 
opportunity of considering whether by an amendatory law, 
they would authorize the location of the residue at the lower 
end of the present, so as to comprehend the Eastern branch 
itself, and some of the Country on its lower side in the State 
of Maryland, and the town of Alexandria in Virginia. If, how- 
ever, they are of opinion that the federal territory should be 
bounded by the water edge of the Eastern branch, the location 
of the residue will be made at the upper end of what is now 
directed. I have thought best to await a survey of the terri- 
tory before it is decided on what particular spot on the North 
Eastern side of the River the public buildings shall be erected. 

Go. Washington. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 48. 

To William Deakins, Jr., and Benjamin Stoddert. 1 

United States 
Jan 24 1791 

Gentlemen, 

I enclose you several proclamations expressing the lines 
which are to bound the District of ten miles square for the 
permanent seat of the General Government, which I wish you to 

i Benjamin Stoddert was a merchant in Georgetown and was an owner 
of property included within the site of the city. He was the first secre- 
tary of the navy serving from 1798-1802. William Deakins, Jr., was a 
resident of Georgetown and a property holder in the new city. He 
served as treasurer of the board of commissioners. 
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have made public with all expedition, and in the most general 
and extensive manner that you can to prevent any kind of 
speculation. — Let them be published in the News Papers — put 
up in public places and otherwise so disposed as to answer my 
object as fully as possible. — The Proclamations are this moment 
struck off and the Mail is about to be closed, which prevents 
me from adding more at this time ; but I shall write you more 
fully upon this subject in a few days. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 57. 

To Thomas Beall. 

Philadelphia 
February 3 rd . 1791. 
Sir, 

In consequence of your letter of the 26th of January to 
Daniel Carroll Esquire informing him that the order of the 
President of the United States upon you as Mayor of George 
Town, would be paid on sight, I have to request that you will 
answer the demands of Andrew Ellicott Esquire, within the 
sum of fifty guineas, as he may have occasion to make them 
without further advice from Your most obedient Servant 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 118. 

To William Deakins, Jr., and Benjamin Stoddert. 

Philadelphia, 
3 February, 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

In asking your aid in the following case, permit me, at the 
same time, to ask the most perfect secresy. 

The federal territory being located, the competition for the 
location of the town now rests between the mouth of the East- 
ern Branch and the lands on the river below and adjacent to 
George-town. In favor of the former, nature has furnished 
powerful advantages : In favor of the latter, is its vicinity to 
George-town, which puts it in the way of deriving aids from 
it in the beginning, and of communicating in return an in- 
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creased value to the property of that town. These advantages 
have been so poised in my mind as to give it different tenden- 
cies at different times. There are lands which stand yet in the 
way of the latter location and which, if they could be obtained 
for the purposes of the town, would remove a considerable 
obstacle to it, and go near indeed to decide what has been so 
long on the balance with me. 

These are, first, the lands on the Southwest side of a line to 
be run from where the Road crosses Goose creek (in going 
from George-town to the Eastern branch, to the corner of 
Beatty 's lot, including by the Plat of Beatty and Orme the 
house of William Pearce) or, if the whole of this parcel cannot 
be obtained, then, secondly, so much as would lie within a line 
to be run from the said ford, or thereabouts, to the middle of 
the line of cession which extends from the corner of Beatty 's 
lot as above mentioned, to its termination in Goose creek. 
Thirdly, the lands of Mr. Carroll, between Goose creek, the 
river, and Mr. Young's, to the same ford of the creek. 

The object of this letter is to ask you to endeavour to pur- 
chase these grounds of the owners for the public, particularly 
the second parcel, but as if for yourselves, and to conduct your 
propositions so as to excite no suspicion that they are on behalf 
of the public. 

The circumstances of the funds appropriated by the States 
of Virginia and Maryland, will require that a twelvemonths' 
credit be stipulated, in order that they may cover you from 
any inconvenience which might attend your personal under- 
takings. As the prices at which the lands can be obtained 
would have its weight also with me, I would wish that, in mak- 
ing your bargains you should reserve to yourselves a fort- 
night 's time to consider, at the end of which you should be free 
to be off or on, but the Seller not so: This will admit your 
writing to me and receiving my definite answer. 

A clear purchase is so preferable to every other arrangement, 
that I should scarcely think any other worthy attention. 

I am obliged to add that all the dispatch is requisite which 
can consist with the success of your operations, and I shou'd 
be glad to hear by post of your progress, and prospect of the 
accomplishment of this business in whole or part. I am, &c. 
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P. S. That my description of the lands required in the 
foregoing letter may be more clearly understood, and my 
wishes further explained, I enclose you a rough, and very 
rough indeed it is, copy of the ceded tracts, roads, &c, of 
Messrs, Beatty and Orme's survey, adding thereto lines of 
augmentation. — To obtain the lands included within the lines 
A B & C is my first wish, — and next to that the lands within 
the lines D E & F, but those within the lines D E and along 
the creek to C are indispensably necessary ; and being not over 
250 acres might, I suppose, be easily obtained. 

It ought to be the first essay ; and I wish to know the result 
of it, before any others are directly attempted. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 121. 

To William Deakins, Jr., and Benjamin Stoddert. 

Philadelphia 
Feb 17 1791. 

Gentlemen, 

I have received your favours of the 9 th & 11 th instants and 
shall be glad if the purchase from should be concluded 

before you receive this at as you But as you men- 

tion that, should he ask as far as £20 . . . . or 25£ you will 
await further instructions before you accept such an offer: 
I have thought it better in order to prevent delays, to inform 
you, that I could wish his lands to be purchased even at those 
prices, rather than not obtain them. 

The Maryland Assembly has authorized a certain number of 
acres to be taken without the consent of the owners or making 
compensation as therein provided. This will be principally 
useful as to the old lots of Hamburg. However, by purchas- 
ing up lots, or as many as we can, we shall be free to take, 
on the terms of the act, so much of any other lands in our 
way, and consequently those whose proprietors refuse all 
arrangement. I will, therefore, beg the favour of you to take 
measures immediately for buying up all the lots you can in 
Hamburg, on the lowest terms you can, not exceeding the rate 
of twenty-five pounds the acre. 
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I leave it to yourselves to dispatch a private agent for this 
purpose, to treat with the proprietors wherever to be found — 
or to do it by any other means which, in your discretion, shall 
appear not too expensive, and which may not excite suspicion 
of their being on behalf of the Public. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 122. 

To William Deakins, Jr., and Benjamin Stoddert. 

Philadelphia 
Feb. 28 th 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

If you have concluded nothing yet with M r . Burn's — , nor 
made him any offer for his land that is obligatory, I pray you 
to suspend your negotiations with him, until your hear further 
from me. "With much Esteem I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 122. 

To William Deakins, Jr., and Benjamin Stoddert. 

Philadelp a , 
March 2 nd , 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

Major L 'Enfant comes on to make such a survey of the 
grounds in your vicinity as may aid in fixing the site of the 
Federal Town and buildings : his present instructions express 
those alone which are within the Eastern-branch, the Potomac, 
the Tiber, and the road leading from George-town to the Ferry 
on the Eastern-branch. He is directed to begin at the lower 
end, and work upwards, and nothing further is communicated 
to him. The purpose of this letter is to desire you will not 
be yourselves misled by this appearance, nor be diverted from 
the pursuit of the objects I have recommended to you. I 
expect that your progrees in accomplishing them will be facil- 
itated by the presumption which will arise on seeing this 
operation begun at the Eastern-branch; and that the propri- 
etors nearer Georgetown who have hitherto refused to accom- 
modate, will let themselves down to reasonable terms. 
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This communication will explain to you the motive of my 
request in a letter of the 28 th ultimo. I now authorize the 
renewal of the negotiations with M r . Burns, agreeably to 
former [instructions?] at such time and in such a manner 
as, in your judgments, is likely to produce the desired effect. 
— I will add, however, that if the lands described by the en- 
closed plat within the red dotted line from A to C, thence 
by the Tiber to D, and along the north line to A can be ob- 
tained, I shall be satisfied, — although I had rather go to the 
line AB. — I have referred Major L 'Enfant to the mayor of 
George-town for necessary aids and expences. Should there 
be any difficulties on this subject, I would hope your aid in 
having them surmounted, — tho' I have not named you to him 
or any body else, that no suspicions may be excited of your 
acting for the public. I am Gentlemen, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 124. 

To Thomas Jefferson. 

[Philadelphia] 
March 6 1791 

The P. would thank M r . Jefferson for placing all, or such 
of the enclosed Papers (after he has perused them) in the 
hands of the Attorney General, as he shall deem necessary for 
the purpose of drawing the several conveyances of the ceded 
lands — or, the form of one. — 

For the former, it is conceived farther information than 
the enclosures contain, is wanting. For the latter, the agree- 
ment, and perhaps the Plat to which it refers, is all that is 
necessary; but the Plat referred to, does not apply to the 
subsequent purchases. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 64. 

To Daniel Carroll, Commissioner. 

Philadelphia 
March 11th, 1791. 
Dear Sir, 

I write to you by this post in conformity with my promise 
to do so — But it is not yet in my power to determine whether 
I can set out on Monday or not. If I find the roads do not 
mend much between this time and that, I shall not be anxious 
about beginning my journey on that day, even if business 
would permit. As my fixing the day for meeting the Com- 
missioners at Georgetown must depend upon my departure 
from this place, I cannot determine upon the former until the 
latter is decided. I shall write to you again by the Monday's 
post, and in that letter shall be able to say with certainty 
when I leave this city With very great esteem, I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 64. 

To Daniel Carroll, Commissioner. 

Philadelphia 
March 16, 1791. 
Dear Sir, 

I have had the pleasure to receive your letter of the 13th. 
instant. 

The business in the Treasury and "War Departments is not 
yet completed — and the reports which are made of the roads 
concur with that circumstance to delay the commencement of 
my journey for a few days longer. When I am able to de- 
termine on the day of my departure from this city I will write 
to you again. In the meantime, I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 67. 

To Daniel Carroll, Commissioner. 

Philadelphia 
March 17, 1791. 
Dear Sir, 

The enclosed letter was written to go by the post of yester- 
day, but was omitted to be put to the office in season. 

I have thought best on every consideration to fix on Monday 
next for the day of my departure from this city — in which 
case I expect to be four days in travelling to Baltimore, and 
as I shall be under the necessity of going by the way of An- 
napolis, I must calculate upon three days more for my journey 
from Baltimore to that place, and my stay there — one day will 
carry me from thence to Georgetown, which will bring it to 
Monday the 28th of this month, at which time, if no accident 
intervenes, I shall expect to meet the Commissioners at that 
place, of which I will thank you to give them notice. With 
very great regard, I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 125. 

To William Deakins, Jr., and Benjamin Stoddert. 

Philadelphia 

March 17 1791 
Gentlemen, 

In order to avail the Public of the willingness expressed by 
the inhabitants of Washington-county, as mentioned in your 
letter of the 11 th , to sign a paper ceding their lots in Ham- 
burg, on being requested by any person under my direction; 
I have written the enclosed letter which, if you think it will 
answer the desired end, you will be so good as to dispatch to 
them, with the necessary propositions in form. I am aware 
that, by this means, it will become known that you are acting 
for the Public: but there will be no reason for keeping this 
longer secret after my arrival at George-town. — 

With respect to M r . Burns I will confer with you on my 
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arrival as to what is best to be done in his case, should you 
not have obtained a cession in the mean time. — 

Yours &c. 

G. W. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 125. 

To William Deakins, Jr., and Benjamin Stoddert. 

Philadelphia 
March 17 1791 
Gentlemen, 

On passing thro' George-town I propose to examine the 
ground between that town and the Eastern-branch, and on 
that examination to fix on a site for the public buildings. 
Should there be any circumstances in favour of the ground 
next adjoining to George-town, I foresee that the old town of 
Hamburg will be a considerable obstacle, as the Streets of 
that will not probably coincide with those which might be 
proposed for the Federal City. On behalf of the Public I 
should be much pleased, if the proprietors of lots in that 
town would voluntarily consent to cede them at such price 
as may be set on the adjacent lands which have been or shall 
be ceded. 

I will ask the favour of you to have application made to 
them in time for their decision to meet me at George-town. 

Lossing. 

Diary. 

March 28-30, 1791. 

Monday, 28 th 

Left Bladensburg at half after six, & breakfasted at George 
Town about 8; where, having appointed the Commissioners 
under the Residence Law to meet me, I found M r . Johnson one 
of them (& who is Chief Justice of the State) in waiting — & 
soon after came David Stuart, & Dan 1 . Carroll Esq rs . the other 
two. — A few miles out of Town I was met by the principal 
Citizens of the place and escorted in by them ; and dined at 
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Suter's tavern (where I also lodged) at a public dinner given 
by the Mayor & Corporation — previous to which I examined 
the Surveys of M r . Ellicot who had been sent to lay out the 
district of ten miles square for the federal seat ; and also works 
of Maj r . L 'Enfant who had been engaged to examine & make 
a draught of the grds. in the vicinity of George Town and 
Carrollsburg on the Eastern branch making arrangements for 
examining the ground myself to morrow with the Commis- 
sioners. 

Tuesday, 29 th 

In a thick mist, and under strong appearances of a settled 
rain (which however did not happen) I set out about 7 O'clock, 
for the purpose above mentioned — but from the unfavorable- 
ness of the day, I derived no great satisfaction from the 
review. 

Finding the interests of the Landholders about George town 
and those about Carrollsburgh much at varience and that their 
fears and jealousies of each were counteracting the public 
purposes & might prove injurious to its best interests whilst 
if properly managed they might be made to subserve it — I 
requested them to meet me at six O'clock this afternoon at 
my lodgings, which they accordingly did. 

To this meeting I represented that the contention in which 
they seemed engaged, did not in my opinion comport either 
with the public interest or that of their own ; — that while each 
party was aiming to obtain the public buildings, they might 
by placing the matter on a contracted scale, defeat the meas- 
ure altogether; not only by procrastination but for want of 
the means necessary to effect the work; — That neither the 
the offer from George-town or Carrollsburgh, seperately, was 
adequate to the end of insuring the object. — That both to- 
gether did not comprehend more ground nor would afford 
greater means than was required for the federal City; — and 
that, instead of contending which of the two should have it 
they had better, by combining more offers make a common 
cause of it, and thereby secure it to the district — other argu- 
ments were used to show the danger which might result from 
delay and the good effects that might proceed from a Union. 
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Dined at Col . Forrest's to day with the Commissioners & 
others. 

Wednesday, 30 th 

The parties to whom I addressed myself yesterday evening, 
having taken the matter into consideration saw the propriety 
of my observations ; and that whilst they were contending for 
the shadow they might loose the substance ; and therefore mu- 
tually agreed and entered into articles to surrender for public 
purposes, one half of the land they severally possessed within 
bounds which were designated as necessary for the City to 
stand with some other stipulations, which were inserted in the 
instrument which they respectively subscribed. 

This business being thus happily finished & some directions 
given to the Commissioners, the Surveyor and Engineer with 
respect to the mode of laying out the district — Surveying the 
grounds for the City & forming them into lots — I left George- 
town — dined in Alexandria & reached Mount Vernon in the 
evening. 

Wash. Pa. (Ex. Pro.) Dept. of State, Vol. 20, p. 191. 

By the President of the United States op America 
a Proclamation. 

[March 30 1791] 

"Whereas by a proclamation bearing date the 24th day of 
January of this present year, and in pursuance of certain acts 
of the States of Maryland and Virginia, and of the Congress of 
the United States therein mentioned, certain lines of experi- 
ment were directed to be run in the neighbourhood of George- 
town in Maryland for the purpose of determining the location 
of a part of the territory of ten miles square for the perma- 
nent seat of the government of the United States, and a cer- 
tain part was directed to be located within the said lines of 
experiment on both sides of the Potowmac, and above the limit 
of the eastern branch prescribed by the said Act of Congress 

And Congress by an amendatory act passed on the third day 
of the present month of March have given further authority 
to the President of the United States to make any part of the 

3 
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territory below the said limit, and above the mouth of hunting 
Creek, a part of the said district, so as to include a convenient 
part of the eastern branch, and of the lands lying on the lower 
side thereof, and also the town of Alexandria. 

Now therefore for the purpose of amending and completing 
the location of the whole of the said territory of ten miles 
square in conformity with the said amendatory act of Congress, 
I do hereby declare and make known that the whole of the 
said territory shall be located and included within the four 
lines following, that is to say : 

Beginning at Jones's point, being the upper cape of Hunt- 
ing Creek in Virginia, and at an angle in the outset of 45 
degrees west of the north: and running in a direct line ten 
miles for the first line: then beginning again at the same 
Jones's point, and running another direct line at a right angle 
with the first across the Potowmack, ten miles for the second 
line: then from the termination of the said first and second 
lines running two other direct lines of ten miles each, the one 
crossing the eastern branch aforesaid, and the other the Potow- 
mac and meeting each other in a point 

And I do accordingly direct the Commissioners, named 
under the authority of the said first mentioned act of Congress, 
to proceed forthwith to have the said four lines run, and by 
proper metes and bounds defined and limited, and thereof 
to make due report under their hands and seals : and the ter- 
ritory so to be located, defined, and limited, shall be the whole 
territory accepted by the said Acts of Congress as the district 
for the permanent seat of the government of the United States. 

In testimony thereof I have caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed to these presents and signed the same with 
my hand. 

Done at Georgetown aforesaid the 30th day of March in the 
year of Our Lord 1791 — and of the independence of the United 
States the fifteenth. 

[Signed] 
G. Washington. 
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Ford. 

To Thomas Jefferson. 

Mount Vernon, 
31 March, 1791. 
Dear Sir, 

Having been so fortunate as to reconcile the contending 
interests of Georgetown and Carrollsburg, and to unite them 
in such an agreement as permits the public purposes to be car- 
ried into effect on an extensive and proper scale, I have the 
pleasure to transmit to you the enclosed proclamation, which, 
after annexing the seal of the United States, and your counter- 
signature, you will cause to be published. 

The terms entered into by me, on the part of the United 
States, with the landholders of Georgetown and Carrollsburg 
are, that all the land from Rock Creek along the river to the 
Eastern Branch, and so upwards to or above the Ferry, in- 
cluding a breadth of about a mile and a half, the whole con- 
taining from three to five thousand acres, is ceded to the public 
on condition, that, when the whole shall be surveyed and laid 
off as a city (which Major L 'Enfant is now directed to do), 
the present proprietors shall retain every other lot; and for 
such part of the land as may be taken for public use, for 
squares, walks, &c, they shall be allowed at the rate of twenty- 
five pounds per acre, the public having the right to reserve 
such parts of the wood on the land, as may be thought neces- 
sary to be preserved for ornament ; the landholders to have the 
use and profits of all the grounds until the city is laid off into 
lots, and sale is made of those lots, which, by this agreement, 
become public property. Nothing is to be allowed for the 
ground, which may be occupied as streets or alleys. 

To these considerations all the principal landholders, except 
the purchaser of Slater's property, who was not present, have 
subscribed ; and it is not doubted, that the few, who were not 
present, will readily come into the measure, even the obstinate 
Mr. Burns. 

The enlarged plan of this agreement having done away the 
necessity, and indeed postponed the propriety, of designating 
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the particular spot on which the public building should be 
placed, until an accurate survey and subdivision of the whole 
ground is made, I have left out that paragraph of the procla- 
mation. 

It was found on running the lines, that the comprehension 
of Bladensburg within the district must have occasioned the 
exclusion of more important objects; and of this I am con- 
vinced, as well by my own observation, as Mr. Ellieott's opin- 
ion. With great regard and esteem, I am, dear Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 126. 

To Benjamin Stoddert and William Deakins, Jr. 

Mount Vernon 
April 1, 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

Being accustomed to write to you respecting the grounds 
for the Federal City, I continue the practice. — 

It may be Tuesday or Wednesday next before I shall leave 
this place, — by which (say by Mondays Post) I should be 
glad to hear what progress has been made, and what still re- 
mains to be done, in the business which so happily commenced 
on Tuesday last under the accommodating spirit which then 
prevailed. 

The subscription paper has been, I presume, deposited in 
the hands of the commissioners, for the purpose of drawing 
conveyances — I should be glad nevertheless to receive a copy 
of it, with the names of the subscribers annexed thereto for 
my own satisfaction. The general tenor of the agreement 
was I well remember pleasing to me and in my opinion re- 
ciprocally beneficial to all parties but I do not now recollect 
with precision whether it is fully expressed that the lots left 
to the disposal of the several proprietors by the conditions of 
their grants are subject to all the rules and regulations (with 
respect to the buildings &c. &c.) as the public ones are. This 
unquestionably ought to be the case — it was evidently my 
meaning that they should be so — and unless it is so, one of 
the great objects — to wit — uniformity and beauty — may be 
defeated. 
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The mail of Wednesday brought me a letter from M r . Jeffer- 
son dated the 27 th . ult. in which is the following paragraph — 
"A bill was yesterday ordered to be brought into the house of 
representatives here, for granting a sum of money for build- 
ing a federal hall, house for the President, &c." This (though 
I do not wish that it should be expressed as my sentiment) 
unfolds most evidently the views of P — , at the same time 
that it proves in a striking manner the propriety of the meas- 
ure adopted by the George-town and Carrollsburgh proprietors 
on Wednesday last — as also the necessity of their compleating 
the good work they have begun in a speedy and in an effectual 
manner — that the consequent arrangements may take place 
without delay. With esteem and regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 128. 

To Three Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
April 3d. 1791 
Gentlemen, 

As the Instrument which was subscribed at George-town 
by the Land-holders in the vicinity of that place and Car- 
rollsburgh, was not given to me, — I presume it has been de- 
posited with you. — It is of the greatest moment to close this 
business with the Proprietors of the land on which the federal 
City is to be, that consequent arrangements may be made 
without more delay than can be avoided. 

The form of these conveyances as drawn by the Attorney- 
General will, I presume, require alteration — or a counterpart ; 
as the present agreement essentially differs from the former, 
by which the Attorney was governed. — If Mr. Johnson could 
conveniently undertake to prepare such a Deed as he thinks 
would answer all the purposes both of the public and the 
Grantees, I am sure it would be efficiently done — If this can 
not be, then it might be well to furnish the Attorney-General 
with a copy of the agreement, with the papers I left with you 
together with such other information as will enable him to 
do it. 
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To accomplish this matter so that the sales of the Lots, the 
public buildings, &c. may commence with as much facility as 
the nature of the case will admit, I conceive would be advis- 
able under any circumstances: perhaps the friends of the 
measure may think it materially so, from the following extract 
of a letter from Mr. Jefferson to me, dated the 27th, ultimo 
" A bill was yesterday ordered to be brought into the House 
of Representatives here for granting a sum of money for 
building a federal hal, house for the President &c." — This 
(although I do not want any sentiment of mine promulgated 
with respect to it) marks unequivocally, in my mind, the 
designs of that State, and the necessity of exertion to carry, 
the Residence Law into effect. I am Gentlemen, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 129. 

To Pierre Charles L 'Enfant. 

Mount Vernon 
April 4, 1791. 

Sir, 

Although I do not conceive that you will derive any mate- 
rial advantage from an examination of the enclosed papers, yet, 
as they have been drawn under different circumstances, and 
by different persons, they may be compared with your own 
ideas of a proper plan for the Federal City, under the pros- 
pect which it now presents itself. — For this purpose I com- 
mit them to your private inspection until my return from the 
tour I am about to make. — The rough sketch by M r . Jefferson, 
was done under an idea that no offer, worthy of consideration, 
would come from the Landholders in the vicinity of Carrolls- 
burgh from the backwardness which appeared in them, — and 
therefore was accommodated to the grounds about George- 
town. — The other, is taken up upon a larger scale, without ref- 
erence to any described spot. 

It will be of great importance to the public interest to com- 
prehend as much ground (to be ceded by individuals) as there 
is any tolerable prospect of obtaining from them: although 
it may not be immediately wanting, it will nevertheless en- 
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crease the Revenue — and of course be beneficial, not only to 
the public but to the individuals also hereafter in as much as 
the plan will be enlarged, and thereby freed from those 
blotches which otherwise might result from not comprehend- 
ing all the lands that appear well adapted to the general 
design — and which, in my opinion, are those between Rock- 
creek, the Potomac-river, and the Eastern-branch — and as far 
up the latter as the turn of the channel above Evans 's point, — 
thence including the flat, back of Jenkins's height; — thence 
to the Road leading from George-town to Bladensburg as far 
Easterly along the same as to include the Branch which runs 
across it, somewhere near the exterior of the George-town 
Session. Thence in a proper direction, to Rock-creek at, or 
above the ford, according to the situation of ground. — Within 
these limits there may be lands belonging to persons incapaci- 
tated, though willing to convey on the terms proposed; but 
such had better be included than others excluded, the Proprie- 
tors of which are not only willing but in circumstances to sub- 
scribe. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 86. 

To the Commissioners. 

Richmond, 

April 13th. 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeably to the assurance given to Mr. Carroll, I applied 
immediately upon my arrival in this city to Governor Ran- 
dolph for two thousand dollars for federal purposes under 
your direction — although, by the law of this State, 3 the pay- 
ments of the twelve thousand dollars are to be made by in- 
stalments, the Governor is well disposed to advance the money 
at earlier periods — but alas! the Treasury is empty — He has 
promised me however, that so soon as he can obtain the above 
sum it shall be remitted, or made subject to your draught. 

My anxiety to have the agreement which was entered into 

3 The State of Virginia made a grant of $120,000 to aid in the erection 
of the public buildings and the State of Maryland, $72,000. 
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at Georgetown the 30th. ult. carried into full and complete 
effect, by legal conveyances, is such (thereby leaving nothing 
to chance) that I cannot forbear repeating my wish that it 
may be done without delay notwithstanding the persuasion I 
am under that the propriety of the measure will prompt you 
to the execution of the business, in a manner best calculated to 
answer the public purposes. 

It having been intimated to me that the proprietors of 
Georgetown are desirous of being comprehended within the 
limits of the federal city, I see no objection to the measure 
provided the landholders adjoining to it, included within the 
red lines of Messrs. Beatty and Orme's Survey, referred to in 
the first offer from Georgetown agree to cede to the public on 
the same terms with those under the last (or combined) agree- 
ment of the 30th. ult., — and if those written within the blue 
lines are likewise desirous of being comprehended on the same 
terms it may be done — The doing of which would only place 
them on the same footing with the rest of the Subscribers, at 
the same time that it would render the plan more comprehen- 
sive, beneficial and promising — drawing the centre of the 
federal city nearer to the present Town. 

If this measure is seriously contemplated the present is the 
fit moment for carrying it into effect, because in that case, it 
will become part of the original plan, and the old and new 
towns would be blended and assimilated as nearly as circum- 
stances will admit, and Major L 'Enfant might be instructed 
to lay out the whole accordingly I have, &c. 

P. S. — Since writing the foregoing I have again conversed 
with Governor Randolph, and have drawn upon him payable 
to your order for forty thousand dollars being the first in- 
stalment — One thousand of which he hopes to have ready 
within a few days — the remainder to be subject to your 
draughts — He will endeavor to transmit the money so as to 
prevent trouble or inconvenience — but on this head he will 
write to you himself more at large. 

G. W. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 89. 

To Governor Randolph of Virginia. 

Richmond, 
April 14, 1791. 
Sir, 

Should it comport with the State of your Treasury to make 
an advance of two thousand dollars of the sum appropri- 
ated by the State of Virginia for federal purposes on the 
Potomack, I beg that an intimation thereof may be given to 
Mr. Johnson, Doctor Stuart, and Mr. Carroll, who are the 
Commissioners, and who will take measures, in consequence, 
for drawing the money — This supply is very essential, and 
requires that the earliest intimation, which the state of the 
funds will allow, should be given to the Commissioners I 
have the honor to be, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 94. 

To the Commissioners. 

Charleston, 
7 May, 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter of the 14 of last month — It is an 
unfortunate circumstance, in the present stage of the business, 
relative to the federal city, that difficulties unforseen and 
unexpected should arise to darken, perhaps to destroy the fair 
prospect, which it presented when I left Georgetown — and 
which the instrument, then signed by the combined interest 
(as it was termed) of Georgetown and Carrollsburg, so plainly 
describes — The pain which this occurrence occasions me is the 
more sensibly felt, as I had taken pleasure, during my journey 
through the several States, to relate the agreement and to 
speak of it, on every proper occasion, in terms, as being alike 
conducive to the public welfare, and to the interest of individ- 
uals, which last, it was generally thought would be most bene- 
fitted by the amasing encrease of the property reserved to 
the landholders. 
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The words cited by Messrs. Young, Peters Lingan, and 
Forrest and Stoddert, may be nearly what I expressed. But 
will these Gentlemen say this was given as the precise bound- 
ary, or will they, by detaching these words, take them in a 
sense unconnected with the general explanation of my ideas 
and views upon that occasion or without the qualifications, 
which, unless I am much mistaken were added of running 
about so and so — for I had no map before me for direction. 
Will they not recollect my observation that Philadelphia 
stood upon an area three by two miles, and that if the metrop- 
olis of one State occupied so much ground, what ought that of 
the United States to occupy ? Did I not moreover observe that 
before the city could be laid out, and the spot for the public 
buildings be precisely fixed on, the water courses were to be 
levelled, the heights taken &c, &c — 

Let the whole of my declaration be taken together, and not 
a part only and being compared with the instrument then sub- 
scribed, together with some other circumstances which might 
be alluded to, let any impartial man judge whether I had 
reason to expect that difficulties would arise in the con- 
veyances. 

When the instrument was presented I found no occasion to 
add a word with respect to boundary, because the whole was 
surrendered upon the conditions which were expressed. Had 
I discovered a disposition in the subscribers to contract my 
views, I should then have pointed out the inconveniences 
and the impolicy of the measure. 

Upon the whole I shall hope and expect that the business 
will be suffered to proceed; and the more so, as they cannot 
be ignorant that the farther consideration of a certain measure 
in a neighboring state, stands postponed — for what reason is 
left to their own information or conjectures. I expect to be 
with you at the time appointed, and should be exceedingly 
pleased to find all difficulties removed. I am, &c. 
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L. C, Autograph original. 

Diary, June 27-30, 1791. 

Monday — 27 th 

Left Mount Vernon for Georgetown before Six oclock; — 
and according to appointment met the Commissioners at that 
place by 9 — then calling together the Proprietors of those 
Lands on which the federal City was proposed to be built who 
had agreed to cede them on certain conditions at the last 
meeting I had with them at this place but from some miscon- 
ception with respect to the extension of their grants had re- 
fused to make conveyances and recapitulating the principles 
upon which my com ns to them at the former meeting were made 
and giving some explanations of the present State of matters 
& the consequences of delay in this business they readily 
waved their objections & ag d to convey to the utmost extent of 
what was required. — 

Tuesday— 28 th 

Whilst the Commissioners were engaged in preparing the 
Deeds to be signed by the Subscribers this afternoon, I went 
out with Maj rs L 'Enfant and Ellicot to take a more perfect 
view of the ground, in order to decide finally on the spots on 
which to place the public buildings — and to direct how a line 
which was to leave out a spring (commonly known by the 
name of the Cool Spring) belonging to Maj r . Stoddart should 
be run. — 

Wednesday 29 th 

The Deeds which remained unexecuted yesterday were 
signed to day and the Dowers of their respective wives ac- 
knowledged according to Law. — 

This being accomplished, I called the Several Subscribers 
together and made known to them the spots on which I meant 
to place the buildings for the P : & Executive departments of 
the Government — and for the Legislature of D°. — A Plan was 
also laid before them of the City in order to convey to them 
general ideas of the City — but they were told that some 
deviations from it would take place — particularly in the 
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diagonal Streets or avenues, which would not be so numerous; 
and in the removal of the Presidents house more westerly for 
the advantage of higher ground — they were also told that a 
Town house, or exchange w d . be placed on some convenient 
ground between the spots designed for the public build gs . be- 
fore mentioned, — and it was with much pleasure that a gen- 
eral approbation of the measure seemed to pervade the whole 

Thursday 30 th 

The business which bro*. me to Georgetown being finished & 
the Com rs instructed with respect to the mode of carrying the 
plan into effect — I set off this morning a little after 4 oclock in 
the prosecution of my journey towards Philadelphia. 
Ford. 

To David Humphreys. 4 

July 20th, 1791. 
My dear Sir; 

You have been informed of the spot fixed on for the seat of 
government on the Potomac ; and I am now happy to add, that 
all matters between the proprietors of the soil and the public 
are settled to the mutual satisfaction of the parties, and that 
the business of laying out the city, the grounds for public 
buildings, walks, &c. is progressing under the inspection of 
Major L 'Enfant with pleasing prospects. 



P. B. & G., Letters of Pres., p. 15. 

To Robert Peter. 

Philadelphia 
July 24th. 1791. 
Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 20th. Inst, proposing the 
building of warves at the new City, between Rock-Creek & 
Hamburgh; the proposition certainly is worthy of considera- 

* Aide-de-camp to Washington during the Revolutionary War and sub- 
sequently his private secretary. At this time he was minister to Portugal. 
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tion, and as the transaction of what may concern the public 
at that place in future is now turned over to the Commis- 
sioners, I enclose your letter to them, to do thereon, what 
they shall think best. To them therefore I take the liberty of 
referring you for an answer, and am &c. 

P. B. & G., Letters of Pres., p. 13. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
July 24th 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

I have received from Mr. Peters the inclosed letter pro- 
posing the erection of warves at the New City, between Rock 
Creek & Hamburgh. My answer to him is, that the prop- 
osition is worthy of consideration, and that the transaction of 
whatever may concern the public at that place in futire being 
now turned over to you, I have inclosed the letter to you to do 
thereon whatever you may think best, referring him at the 
same time to you for an answer. 

The consequences of such warves as are suggested by Mr. 
Peters will, no doubt, claim your first attention, — next, if they 
are deemed a desirable undertaking, the means by which the 
work can be effected with certainty and dispatch — and lastly, 
the true and equitable proportion which ought to be paid by 
Mr. Peters toward the erection of them. I am &c. 

P. B. & G., Letters of Pres., p. 17. 

To Thomas Johnson. 

Philadelphia 
August 8th. 1791. 
Dear Sir, 

It appearing to me proper that the Commissioners should 
be apprised of the pretentions — signified in the enclosed letter, 
I send it to them accordingly, that such prudent use may be 
made of the information as to them shall seem fit. — 

I have not given, nor shall I give any answer — at least for 
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the present — to the writer of it ; and no person is knowing to 
my having received such a letter. — I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 142. 

To the Commissioners. 

October 17th. 1791. 

The President of the U. States doth hereby order and direct, 
that the sale of Lots in the City of Washington, to commence 
this day, be of such Lots as the Commissioners, or any two of 
them shall think proper, — that the same sale shall be under 
their direction, and on the terms they shall publish. 

Go. Washington 

L. C, Third Annual Address. 

The President's Speech to both Houses of Congress. 
October 25, 1791. 

Pursuant to the authority contained in the several acts on 
that subject, a district of 10 miles square, for the permanent 
seat of the Government of the United States has been fixed 
and announced by proclamation, which district will compre- 
hend land on both sides of the river Potomac, and the towns 
of Alexandria and Georgetown. A city has also been laid out 
agreeably to a plan which will be placed before Congress, and 
as there is a prospect, favored by the rate of sales which have 
already taken place, of ample funds for carrying on the neces- 
sary public buildings, there is every expectation of their due 
progress. 



L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 147. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia, 
20 November, 1791. 
Dear Sir, 

I had heard before the receipt of your letter of the 29th of 
October, and with a degree of surprise and concern not 
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easy to be expressed, that Major L 'Enfant had refused the 
map of the Federal City, when it was requested by the com- 
missioners for the satisfaction of the purchasers at the sale. 
It is much to be regretted, however common the case is, that 
men, who possess talents which fit them for peculiar purposes, 
should invariably be under the influence of an untoward dis- 
position, or are sottish, idle, or possessed of some other dis- 
qualification, by which they plague all those with whom they 
are concerned. But I did not expect to have met with such 
perverseness in Major L 'Enfant as his late conduct exhibited. 

Since my first knowledge of the gentleman's abilities in the 
line of his profession, I have received him not only as a scien- 
tific man, but one who added considerable taste to his profes- 
sional knowledge ; and that, for such employment as he is now 
engaged in, for prosecuting public works, and carrying them 
into effect, he was better qualified then any one, who had come 
within my knowledge in this country, or indeed in any other, 
the probability of obtaining whom could be counted upon. 

I had no doubt, at the same time, that this was the light in 
which he considered himself, and, of course, that he would be 
so tenacious of his plans as to conceive, that they would be 
marred if they underwent any change or alteration ; but I did 
not suppose, that he would have interfered further in the mode 
of selling the lots, than by giving an opinion with his reasons 
in support of it ; and this perhaps it might be well always to 
hear, as the latter would stamp the propriety or show the fu- 
tility of it. To advise this I am the more inclined, as I am per- 
suaded that all those, who have any agency in the business, 
have the same objects in view, although they may differ in sen- 
timent with respect to the mode of execution ; because, from a 
source even less productive than L 'Enfant 's may flow ideas, 
that are capable of improvements ; and because I have heard, 
that Ellicott, who is also a man of uncommon talents in his 
way, and of a more placid temper, has intimated that no in- 
formation had been required either from him or L 'Enfant on 
some point or points (I do not now particularly recollect 
what), which they thought themselves competent to give. 

I have no other motive for mentioning the latter circum- 
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stance, than merely to show, that the fellings of such men are 
always alive, and, where their assistance is essential, that it is 
policy to honor them, or to put on the appearance of doing it. 

I have however, since I have come to the knowledge of 
Major L 'Enfant *s refusal of the map at the sale, given him to 
understand through a direct channel, though not an official one 
as yet, (further than what casually passed between us previ- 
ous to the sale, at Mount Vernon,) that he must in future 
look to the commissioners for directions. They having laid the 
foundation of this grand design, the superstructure depended 
upon them ; that I was perfectly satisfied his plans and opin- 
ions would have due weight, if properly offered and explained ; 
that, if the choice of commissioners was again to be made, I 
could not please myself better, or hit upon those who had the 
measure more at heart, or better disposed to accomodate the 
various interests and persons concerned; and that it would 
give me great concern to see a goodly prospect clouded by 
impediments, which might be thrown in the way, or injured 
by disagreements, which would only serve to keep alive the 
hopes of those, who are enemies to the plan. But, that you 
may not infer from hence, he has expressed any dissatisfaction 
at the conduct of the commissioners towards him, it is an act 
of justice I should declare, that I never have heard, directly 
or indirectly, that he has expressed any. His pertinacity 
would, I am persuaded, be the same in all cases and to all 
men. He conceives, or would have others believe, that the 
sale was promoted by withholding the general map, and there- 
by the means of comparison ; but I have caused it to be signi- 
fied to him, that I am of a different opinion, and that it is 
much easier to impede than force a sale, as none who knew 
what they were about would be induced to buy, to borrow an 
old adage, "a pig in a poke." 

There has been something very unaccountable in the con- 
duct of the engraver, yet I cannot be of opinion the delays were 
occasioned by L 'Enfant. As soon, however, as a correct draft 
of the city is prepared, the same or some other person, shall be 
pressed to the execution. I say a correct draft, because I 
have understood that Mr. Ellicott has given it as his opinion, 
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it was lucky that engravings did not come out from the first 
plan, in as much as they would not have been so perfectly 
exact, as to haye justified a sale by them. It is of great im- 
portance, in my opinion, that the city should be laid out into 
squares and lots with all the despatch that the nature and 
accuracy of the work will admit. And it is the opinion of 
intelligent and well informed men, now in this city, who are 
friends to this measure, that for this purpose, and to accomo- 
date the two great interests of Georgetown and Carrollsburg, 
it would be advisable, rather than delay another public sale till 
the whole can be completed, to lay all the ground into squares, 
which shall be west of the avenue leading from Georgetown 
to the President's house, hence by the avenue to the house for 
Congress, thence by a proper avenue (I have not the plan by 
me to say which) to the Eastern Branch, comprehending the 
range of squares next to and bounding on the said avenues on 
the east side, and to appoint as early a day for the sale as a 
moral certainty of their completion wall warrant. 

When I speak of the importance of despatch, it does not 
proceed from any doubt I harbor, that the enemies to the 
measure can shake the establishment of it ; for it is with pleas- 
ure I add as my opinion, that the roots of the permanent seat 
are penetrating deep, and spreading far and wide. The east- 
ern States are not only getting more and more reconciled to 
the measure, but are beginning to view it in a more advanta- 
geous light, as it respects their policy and interests ; and some 
members from that quarter, who were its bitterest foes while 
the question was pending in Congress, have now declared in 
unequivocal terms to various people, and at various times, that, 
if attempts should be made to repeal the law, they would give 
it every oposition in their power. These sentiments of the 
eastern people, being pretty well known, will, I am persuaded, 
arrest the design, if a repeal has been contemplated ; but it will 
not prevent those, who are irreconcilable, from aiming all the 
side blows in their power at it; and the rumor, which was 
spread at the sale, that Congress never would reside there, is 
one of the expedients, that will be exerted in all its force, with 
a view to discourage the sale of the lots, and the buildings 
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thereon, that the accomodations may be unfit for the govern- 
ment when the period shall arrive that the removal is to take 
place. 

When I see Major L 'Enfant, who it is said will shortly be 
here, I shall endeavor to bring him to some explanation of 
the terms on which he will serve the public; and will also 
impress upon him the necessity of despatch, that as early a 
sale as circumstances will admit may ensue. . . . 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 153. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia, 
Nov r . 23 d . 1791. 
Sir, 

After closing my letter to you of the 20 th . I recollected that 
I had omitted to take notice of your observation respecting 
wood covers to brick or stone buildings in the Federal City. 

It is much to be wished that this evil could be avoided with- 
out involving a greater; for it is difficult to decide between 
things to be wished — and things that are attainable. — It has a 
claim, however, to consideration, & may be decided upon be- 
fore the next general Sale. — In the mean while, it might be 
well to inquire, how far the measure would meet general ap- 
probation, what probably would be the difficulties in covering 
with Slate, Tyle, or any thing else which would be proof 
against fire. — And what the difference in expense between 
these & Shingles: — for, if the latter is much cheaper, & the 
former difficult to be obtained, buildings will be so discour- 
aged, and the Sales so much impeded thereby, as to render the 
exclusion of Shingles unadvisable. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 154. 

To Daniel Carroll of Duddington. 

Philadelphia, 
November 28, 1791. 
Sir; 

Your letter of the 21 st . came to my hands on Thursday 
afternoon. By the post of the next morning I was unable to 
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answer it and this is the first opportunity that has offered since 
by which it could be done. 

It would have been better and given me more satisfaction if 
you had made your appeal to the commissioners, to whose 
hands all matters respecting the Federal District and City are 
now committed, but as you have made it to me I must furnish 
you with my opinion and reasons for it. 

First then, permit me to regret, and I do so sincerely, that 
the dispute between the public and yourself is brought to the 
point at which it now stands. 5 But what practical relief re- 
mains for you ? I see none. You say yourself if the house is 
a nuisance you agree to its being pulled down. A simple fact 
decides the question upon your own principles, viz: Is the 
whole or part of it in the street? If the answer is in the 
affirmative it is unquestionably a nuisance. First, because the 
street is injured by it; secondly, because the regulations are 
infringed, and thirdly, which, indeed, may be considered as the 
primary reason, because the original compact is violated. 

You add that other houses have fallen in the streets and are 
suffered to remain ; but does it follow from hence that they are 
to continue in the streets ? And is there not a wide difference 
between a house built and a house building? The first has 
already incurred all the expense that is necessary to make it 
habitable ; therefore the public will have no more, perhaps not 
so much, to pay for it three, five or seven years hence as now 
and the possessor may enjoy the benefit of it in the interim. 
But would that be the case with a house not covered in and 
which, to make it habitable, will require a considerable addi- 
tional expense ? Who is to bear the expense when the removal 
(for it never will be suffered to obstruct a street) takes place? 
Would you not complain more five or seven years hence at 
being obliged to pull down your new building after having 
incurred (at your own expense) a large additional sum in the 

5 Some days previously the walls of a large brick house which Mr. Car- 
roll was building for his own use on the square bounded by E, F and 2d 
Sts. and New Jersey Ave., S.E. were torn down by L 'Enfant 's orders as 
the building extended into New Jersey Ave. This was done in spite of 
the commands of the commissioners and the opposition of the owner, the 
largest property holder in the city. 
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completion than to do it now when the walls are only up? 
The answer in my opinion is plain. But in the present state 
of the building — under the existing circumstances, as there 
appears to have been some misconception between Major 
L 'Enfant and you in this business — I am inclined, in behalf 
of the public, to offer you the choice of two alternatives : First, 
to arrest and pull down the building in its present state and 
raise it to the same height next spring, if it is your desire, 
agreeably to the regulations, without any expense to you, or, 
secondly, to permit you to finish it at your own cost, and 
occupy it six years from the present date, at which period it 
must be removed with no other allowance from the public than 
a valuation for the walls in the present state of them. 

I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 157. 

To Pierre Charles L 'Enfant. 

Philadelphia, 
Nov r . 28 th . 1791. 
Bear Sir, 

Your letter of the 21 st . instant came duly to hand, as did 
one of the same date from M r . Carroll of Duddington, on the 
same subject. — A copy of my answer to the latter is enclosed; 
by which you will perceive I have proposed an accommodation. 
— As a similar case can not happen again (M r . Carroll's house 
having been begun before the Federal District was fixed upon) 
no precedent will be established by yielding a little in the pres- 
ent instance ; and it will always be found sound policy to con- 
ciliate the good-will rather than provoke the enmity of any 
man, where it can be accomplished without much difficulty, in- 
convenience or loss. 

Indeed the more harmoniously this, or any other business 
is conducted, the faster it will progress, and the more satis- 
factory will it be. 

Should M r . Carroll adopt the first alternative mentioned in 
my letter to him — and there is no pressing cause for taking 
the building down this winter, the materials will be less liable 
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to injury by standing as they are, and less apt to be stolen, 
than if they should be taken down before the period shall 
arrive for re-election. — 

As there is a suspension at present of the business which 
took M r . Ellicott's brother to Georgia, there will be no occa- 
sion for his proceeding thither, until he shall receive further 
advice from me, or from the Department of War. — But it is 
my earnest wish, and desire, that he would give every aid in 
his power to prepare for a large sale of lots in the Spring, 
agreeably to the sentiments which have been communicated to 
the Commissioners; and it is moreover exceedingly to be 
wished, that correct engravings of the City be had, and prop- 
erly disseminated (at least) throughout the United States 
before such sale. — 

A great pressure of business at this time prevents me from 
adding more than that I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 158. 

To Thomas Jefferson. 

Nov. 30th. 1791. 
My dear Sir, 

Mr. L 'Enfant 's letter of the 19th. of October to Mr. Lear- 
Mr. Lear's answer of the 6th. instant (the press copy of which 
is so dull as to be scarcely legible) — in which I engrafted sen- 
timents of admonition, and with a view also to feel his pulse 
under reprehension. — His reply of the 10th. to that letter, to- 
gether with the papers I put into your hands when here, 
will give you a full view of the business; and the Major's con- 
duct; and will enable you to judge from the complexion of 
things how far he may be spoken to in decisive terms without 
losing his services; which, in my opinion, would be a serious 
misfortune. — At the same time he must know, there is a line 
beyond which he will not be suffered to go. — Whether it is zeal, 
— an impetuous temper, or other motives that lead him into 
such blameable conduct, I will not take upon me to decide — 
but be it what it will, it must be checked ; or we shall have no 
Commissioners. — I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 159. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
Dec. 1st. 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

I receive with real mortification the account of the demoli- 
tion of Mr. Carroll's house, by Major L 'Enfant, against his 
consent, and without authority from yourselves or any other 
person: for you have done me but justice in asserting, that 
he had no such authority from me. — My letter of the 28th. 
ultimo to Mr. Carroll, of Duddington, will prove this. — I now 
enclose you the copy of one to Maj. L 'Enfant, — in which you 
will see what I say to him on this subject. — 

You are as sensible as I am of his value to us: — But this 
has its limits ; and there is a point beyond which he might be 
over-valued. — 

If he is saved from the notice of the law on the present 
occasion, I would chuse he should owe it entirely to yourselves, 
and that he be made sensible that there will be no interfer- 
ence from me on his behalf. — 

The enclosed for Mr. Carroll, of Duddington, you may either 
deliver, or destroy, as it shall seem best to you. With very 
great esteem & regard I remain, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 162. 

To Danl. Carroll of Duddington. 

Philadelphia, 
2d. Dec. 1791. 
Sir, 

Yesterday I received your letter of the 28th. ulto. — My letter 
of the same date to you (which you must have received before 
this time) in answer to your favour of the 21st. will have con- 
veyed my sentiments to you on the unlucky dispute which 
exists between yourself and Maj. L 'Enfant — whose zeal in 
the public cause, has carried him too fast! — 
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What has been done cannot be undone; and it would be 
unfortunate in my opinion, if disputes amongst the friends to 
the federal City, should arm the enemies of it, with weapons 
to wound it. If you should consider the matter in this point 
of view, and compare it with the communications in my last, 
you may perhaps think it advisable to quash, than prosecute 
the chancery injunction: especially too, as disputes of this 
kind may injure you more on the large scale, in the general 
sale of the lots, — than you can possibly gain by going into a 
Court of Chancery. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 161. 

To Pierre Charles L 'Enfant. 

Philadelphia, 
Dec r . 2, 1791. 

Sir, 

I have received with sincere concern the information from 
yourself as well as others that you have proceeded to de- 
molish the house of M r . Carroll of Duddington against his 
consent, and without authority from the Commissioners or any 
other person. — In this you have laid yourself open to the 
Laws, and in a Country where they will have their course. — To 
their animadversion will belong the present case. 

In future I must strictly enjoin you to touch no man's prop- 
erty without his consent, or the previous order of the Com- 
missioners. — I wished you to be employed in the arrange- 
ments of the Federal City. — I still wish it: but only on con- 
dition that you can conduct yourself in subordination to the 
authority of the Commissioners, to whom by law the business 
is entrusted, and who stand between you and the President of 
the United States — to the laws of the land — and to the rights 
of its citizens. 

Your precipitate conduct will, it is to be apprehended, give 
serious alarm, and produce disagreeable consequences. Having 
the beauty and regularity of your plan only in view, you pur- 
sue it as if every person & thing were obliged to yield to it; 
whereas the Commissioners have many circumstances to attend 
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to, some of which perhaps, may be unknown to you; which 
evinces in a strong point of view the propriety, the necessity, 
and even the safety of your acting by their directions. 

I have said, and I repeat it to you again, that it is my firm 
belief, that the Gentlemen now in Office have favourable dis- 
positions towards you ; and in all things reasonable and proper 
will receive and give full weight to your opinions: — and, 
ascribing to your Zeal the mistakes that have happened — I 
persuade myself under this explanation of matters that noth- 
ing in future will intervene to obstruct the harmony which 
ought to prevail in so interesting a Work — With sincere 
esteem, I am, &c. 

Presidents ' Messages. Bichardson, Vol. 1, p. 113. 

United States, 
December 13, 1791. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and of the House of Representatives — 

I place before you the plan of a city that has been laid out 
within the district of 10 miles square, which was fixed upon 
for the permanent seat of the Government of the United 
States. 

Go. Washington. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 165. 

To Pierre Charles L 'Enfant. 

Philadelphia, 
Dec. 13 th . 1791. 
Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 7 th . instant, and can only 
once more, and now for all, inform you, that every matter 
and thing which has relation to the federal district, and the 
city within it, is committed to the Commissioners appointed 
agreeably to the " Act for establishing the temporary and 
permanent seat of the Government of the United States" 
that it is from them you are to derive your powers — and the 
line of demarcation for your government is to be drawn by 
them. 
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You may remember, Sir, that the first official notice you had 
of the business in which you are now engaged, was from one 
of these Commissioners — namely, M r . Carroll ; and that a sup- 
posed impropriety in his acting whilst a member of Congress, 
occasioned a suspension, until a renewal of his commission, 
after his term of Service in that body had expired. 

Had it not been for this circumstance, all the directions 
you would have received on your way to George-town would 
have been from him. — All you have received since ought to 
have been from them. 

This is the reason why I have said to you in a former letter, 
that the ' ' Commissioners stand between you and the President 
of the United States," — they being the persons from whom 
alone you are to receive your directions. — 

Were it necessary I would again give it to you as my opin- 
ion, that the Commissioners have every disposition that can be 
desired to listen to your suggestions — to adopt your plans — 
and to support your authority for carrying the latter into 
effect, as far as it shall appear reasonable, just & prudent to 
them, — and consistent with the powers under which they act 
themselves. But having said this in more instances than one, 
it is rather painful to reiterate it. — With esteem, & regard, 
I am, &c. 

P. S. Since writing the foregoing letter, yours of the 10 th . 
is come to hand. — As you are well acquainted with mine, as 
well as the earnest wishes of the Commissioners, to have the 
work forwarded with all the dispatch the nature of it will ad- 
mit, I persuade myself that nothing will be wanting on your 
part, or the part of M r . Ellicott, to hasten the execution. — 
G. W. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 167. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
18 December, 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

It gave me much pleasure to find by a late letter of yours to 
Mr. Jefferson, that the dispute between Major L 'Enfant and 
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Mr. Carroll is likely to terminate more favorably than might 
have been expected from the nature of it; and that you are 
disposed to take no further notice of his late unjustifiable pro- 
ceedings. 

You will perceive by the enclosed copy of a letter which I 
have just written to him that I have placed it beyond a doubt 
(if he had any before, from an opinion that the Commissioners 
were appointed for one purpose and himself for another, and 
that they were to act independent of each other) that his 
powers and instructions are to flow from you. 

His aim is obvious — It is to have as much scope as possible 
for the display of his talents — perhaps for his ambition. — A 
copy of his letter of the 7th instant herewith sent, not only 
evinces this, but shows the extent to which he wishes to carry 
it. If however he will bear the curb which is put upon 
him by the letter of which you have the copy (and which will 
admit of no misinterpretation) I submit to your consideration 
whether it might not be politic to give him pretty general and 
ample powers for defined objects, until you shall discover in 
him a disposition to abuse them. 

His pride would be gratified and his ambition excited, by 
such a mark of your confidence. If for want of these, or from 
any other cause he should take miff and leave the business, I 
have no scruple in declaring to you (though I do not want him 
to know it) that I know not where another is to be found who 
could supply his place. 

His conduct in the dispute with Mr. Carroll of Duddington, 
I will readily acknowledge is no inducement to entrust him 
with extensive powers; because after your interference his 
proceeding was unwarrantable ; and previous to it (in the last 
act) it was imprudent. Having said this, I must go farther 
and declare, that under the statement I received of this matter 
when I was at George town (not only from Major L 'Enfant, 
but from another on whom I could depend) I think Mr. Car- 
roll of Duddington is equally to blame, and without entering 
far into the detail of the dispute between these two Gentle- 
men; the following will comprise in my opinion, and bear 
solution of the motives which influenced the former. The 
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work of Major L 'Enfant (which is greatly admired) will show 
that he had many objects to attend to, and to combine, not on 
paper merely, but to make them correspond with the actual 
circumstances of the ground. This required more time than 
the patience — perhaps the convenience of Mr. Carroll would 
admit, and therefore, notwithstanding the assurances of the 
other, that he was using all the despatch in his power to ascer- 
tain the principal Streets and objects, and that he, Mr. 
Carroll, should not suffer by the delay; the latter proceeded 
after a while to the completion of his buildings. 

This excited resentment in L 'Enfant ; and more than prob- 
ably gave birth to expressions which begat mutual warmth; 
and conceiving (without adverting to, or perhaps even know- 
ing the formalities which are required by our laws) that, by 
the Deeds of cession, houses, and every other impediment 
which might happen to stand in the way were to be removed 
(paying the value thereof) — he took the determination to de- 
molish, without ceremony, the house of Mr. Carroll ; and hav- 
ing proceeded to the execution, his pride (however false) 
would not permit him to recede. This in my opinion, is a true 
state of the case; — to which a reserve, and an unwillingness 
to answer enquiries respecting his plan, has given disgust. 
But how far a compliance on his part, in an unfinished stage 
of the work would have been consistent with his duty, is a 
matter worthy of consideration. If this reserve &c. pro- 
ceeded from self importance, and the insolence of office, the 
motives were unworthy. — If from a conviction of the im- 
propriety of developing his designs to the public before they 
were matured and approved; they were good; — at any rate 
not condemnable. 

These sentiments being the result of my reflections upon 
this subject, I communicate them for your private informa- 
tion ; and for that reason request that this letter may not be 
mixed with other papers that respect your public transac- 
tions. — An imprudent use made of them might sow the seeds 
of discord, whilst reconciliation ought to be promoted, and 
discontents of every sort ought to be buried, by all those who 
have any concern or interest in the business. I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 170. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
Deer. 27th. 1791. 
Gentlemen, 

When I proposed the alternatives contained in my letter of 
the 28th. ultimo to Mr. Carroll, of Duddington, it was done 
on the ground of accomodation, it was under full persuasion 
that, as the house of that Gentleman had been begun before 
the land was ceded, and had progressed between that and the 
ultimate decision on the lines of the Street which embraces 
part of it, no doubt would arise with respect to the legality of 
reinstating the house in the order it was found when the dem- 
olition commenced. — Much less did I imagine that there 
could be any doubt of the expediency of the measure, as the 
obvious design of it w r as to heal differences which were preg- 
nant with mischief, and could produce no good effect as the 
case was a singular one and could not be drawn into precedent. 

But, as many of the former Proprietors of the land dispute 
the right of applying any of the monies which have arisen, or 
may arise from the sale of the lots, to this purpose — I shall 
take the opinion of the Attorney General of the United States 
upon this case; and for his information do require a copy of 
the transfer from Mr. Carroll of Duddington, to the Trustees. 

It may be necessary also to ascertain with precision, at what 
exact period the lines of the Street which interfere with Mr. 
Carroll's house were finally run and resolved upon, and notice 
thereof given to Mr. Carroll of D — n, with other facts pro con, 
that the Attorney General may be enabled to give his opinion 
upon clear ground. 

I find by a letter which I have just received from Major 
L 'Enfant, that the house of Notley Young Esquire, has con- 
trary to expectation fallen into a principal Street. — But I hope 
the Major does not mean to proceed to the demolition of this 
also, unless he is properly authorized & entrusted. 

It gives me pleasure to find by your letter of the 21st. that 
you are so well advanced in your Contracts. — With great 
esteem & regard I am, &c. 
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I pray you to inform Mr. Carroll of Duddington that, until 
the above opinion is obtained, I can say nothing to him with 
decision, in answer to his letter of the 21st. instant. — 

G. W. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 175. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
Jany. 17th. 1792. 
Gentlemen, 

I have duly received your favors of Jany. the 7th. & 9th — 
am sensible of the expediency of the act of authority you have 
found it necessary to exercise over all the persons employed 
in the public works under your care, and fully approve of 
what you did. 

It has appeared I think that nothing less could draw their 
attention to a single source of authority, and confine their 
operations to specified objects, it is certainly wise to take 
a view of the work to be done, the funds for carrying it on, 
and to employ the best instruments. Major L 'Enfant might 
be an useful one, if he could be brought to reduce himself 
within those limits which your own responsibility obliges you 
to prescribe to him. At present he does not appear to be in 
that temper. Perhaps when Mr. Johnson shall arrive here, 
he may be able to let him see that nothing will be required but 
what is perfectly reconcileable to reason & to a due degree 
of liberty on his part. — 

I will endeavour to procure the information you desire as to 
Mr. Ellicot. — I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 185. 

To Pierre Charles L 'Enfant. 

Philadelphia, 
Feb. 28 th . 1792. 
Sir, 

Your final resolution being taken, I shall delay no longer 
to give my ideas to the Commissioners for carrying into effect 
the Plan for the federal City. 
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The continuance of your services (as I have often assured 
you) would have been pleasing to me, could they have been re- 
tained on terms compatible with the Law. — Every mode has 
been tried to accommodate your wishes on this principle, ex- 
cept changing the Commissioners (for Commissioners there 
must be, and under their directions the Public buildings must 
be carried on, or the law will be violated) this is the opinion 
of the Attorney General of the United States, and other com- 
petent judges. — To change the Commissioners can not be done 
on ground of propriety, justice or policy. 

Many w r eeks have been lost since you came to Philadelphia 
in obtaining a plan for engraving, notwithstanding the ear- 
nestness with which I requested it might be prepared on your 
first arrival — further delay in this business is inadmissable. — 
In like manner five months have elapsed and are lost, by the 
compliment which was intended to be paid you in depending 
alone upon your plans for the public buildings instead of ad- 
vertising a premium to the person who should present the 
best (which would have included yourself equally) — These 
are unpleasant things to the friends of the measure, and are 
very much regretted. I know not what kind of certificate to 
give that will subserve the purpose of M r . Roberdeau. — My 
conversations with, & letters to you, have uniformly conveyed 
the idea that the Commissioners stood between you and the 
President of the U. States ; — that it lay with them to draw the 
line of demarkation between themselves and you; — & that it 
was from them alone you were to receive your directions. — A 
recurrence to my letters of the 2 d & 13 th of December, will 
shew you the light in which I have considered this subject. — 
With sincere wishes for your happiness and prosperity, I 
am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 187. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
March 6th. 1792. 
Gentlemen, 

Mr. Jefferson, in a letter which he writes to you this day, 
will enter fully into the points touched upon in your letters to 
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me of the 21st. of December, and of the 7th. 9th. 10th. & 21st. 
of January — and Mr. Johnson's letter of the 3d. of February. 
— I shall, therefore, do little more at present (being much 
pressed with other important matters) than acknowledge the 
receipt of these letters, and state the reasons which caused me 
to delay writing to you 'till this time. 

Until I received Mr. Johnson's letter, the expectation of see- 
ing him here, and conferring with him fully upon the several 
points mentioned in your letters, kept me from writing ; — and 
since that time the unsettled state of matters with respect to 
Major L 'Enfant has put it out of my power to write to you in 
a manner that would be decisive or satisfactory. 

Matters are at length brought to a close with Maj. L 'Enfant. 
— As I had a strong desire to retain his services in this busi- 
ness, provided it could have been done upon a proper footing, 
I gave him every opportunity of coming forward and stating 
the mode in which he would wish to be employed, always, 
however, assuring him, that he must be under the controul of 
the Commissioners. But after keeping open the communica- 
tion with him as long as any reasonable means could be found 
of doing it, — he chose to close it by declaring, that he could 
only act in a certain way — which way was inadmissable. — His 
services, therefore, must no longer be calculated upon. Al- 
though his talents in designing, and the skill which he is said 
to possess in the execution of this kind of business, may occa- 
sion the loss of his services to be regretted ; — yet, I doubt upon 
the whole, whether it will be found in the end that his derelic- 
tion will be of real disservice to the undertaking; for so un- 
aecomodating is his disposition that he would never suffer 
any interference in his plans, much less would he have been 
contented under the direction of the Commissioners. — 

I am convinced, Gentlemen, that in your transactions with 
Major L 'Enfant, you must have suffered much from his tem- 
per; and if my approbation of your conduct in this business 
can afford you pleasure, you may be assured you have it — 
even if I had no corroboration of the fact, I should be per- 
suaded, from what I have known of his disposition on the re- 
cent occasion, that there would scarcely be a possibility of act- 
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ing harmoniously in concert with him. It is impossible to 
say with any certainty when the plan of the City will be en- 
graved. — Upon Major L'Enf ant's arrival in this place, in the 
latter part of December, I pressed him in the most earnest 
manner to get the plan ready for engraving as soon as possible. 
Finding there was no prospect of obtaining it thro' him (at 
least in any definite time) the matter was put into Mr. Elli- 
cott 's hands to prepare, about 3 weeks ago : He has prepared 
it; but the engravers who have undertaken to execute it, say 
it can not certainly be done in less than two, perhaps not un- 
der three months. 

There shall, however, be every effort made to have the thing 
effected with all possible dispatch. 

As Mr. Jefferson has in his letter mentioned the particular 
objects to which your attention will probably be turned — I 
shall only observe here, that I am impressed in the strongest 
manner, with the necessity there is of carrying on this business 
with as much vigour as the nature of the thing will admit. 
It has been observed by intelligent and well informed men (not 
however of the class most friendly to the measure) that the 
w r hole success of the Federal City, depends upon the exertions 
which may be made in the ensuing season towards completing 
the object; for such is now the state of the public mind on 
this subject that it appears as it were in an equilibrium, and 
will preponderate either for or against the measure, as the 
progress of the thing may be. — And there are not wanting 
those who, being interested in arresting the business, will leave 
no means unessayed to injure it. — By the proposition for a 
loan which Mr. Jefferson transmits to you, you will see what 
prospect you have of funds in addition to those to be depended 
upon from the two States. — And in your exertions, Gentle- 
men, to make the best of these, I have the fullest confidence. 
With great esteem I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 190. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia, 
Marc. 7th. 1792. 
Dear Sir, 

By the Post on friday which in its usual course will reach 
George-town on monday, I will write to you (if- 1 can) more 
fully: for I am at present exceedingly pressed — This only 
serves to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th. 
ultimo and to assure you of the sincere esteem & regard with 
which I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 191. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia, 
8 March, 1792. 
Dear Sir, 

In a short letter which I wrote to you by the last Post, I 
promised a lengthy one by the post of tomorrow ; but such is 
my present situation that I must pass by some things, and 
be more concise on others than I intended. 

That Mr. Johnson's health did not permit him to come to 
this City as he proposed and was expected, is matter of exceed- 
ing great regret — as many things relative to the Federal dis- 
trict — the City and the public buildings might have been more 
satisfactorily arranged, and delays avoided; but as there is 
no contending against acts of Providence, we must submit as 
it becomes us so to do and endeavor to recover the time lost, 
in the best manner we can. 

That the Commissioners have had more than a little trouble 
and vexation with Maj. L 'Enfant, I can readily conceive (if 
your representation of the fact had been wanting) from the 
specimens he has given of his untoward temper since his 
arrival in this City. And I can as easily conceive that, in pro- 
portion to the yieldings of the Commissioners his claims would 
extend. Such upon a nearer view, appears to be the nature of 
the Man! 
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Every advantage will be taken of the Major's dereliction. 
A vigorous counteraction, therefore, is essential. — If he does 
not come forward openly to declare it — his friends and the 
enemies to the measure will do it for him — that, he found 
matters were likely to be conducted upon so pimping a scale, 
that he would not hazard his character or reputation on the 
event, under the controul he was to be placed. It is even 
said (but nothing has appeared yet) that he meant to publish 
this to the world. — The half friends to the new City (if this is 
not allowing them more than their due) undertake to predict 
that it now stands in equilibrio : that a feather will turn the 
scale either way. — If, say they, the matter is pushed with vigor, 
and upon a plan commensurate to the design, and the public 's 
expectation, the permanent seat of Government will be fixed 
on the Potomack. On the other hand, if inactivity and con- 
tractedness should mark the steps of the Commissioners of the 
District, — whilst in on the part of this State is displayed in 
providing commodious buildings for Congress &c — the Gov- 
ernment will remain where it now is. That exertions will be 
made by this State to effect the purpose there can be no doubt. 
— A late message from the Government to the Assembly pro- 
posing a certain grant of money for the erection of the build- 
ings designed for the President, is one among other instances 
which have occurred. 

It would have been very agreeable to me that you should 
have shewn the copies of the letters I had written to Major 
L 'Enfant declaratory of the subordinate part he was destined 
to act under the Commissioners. It does not appear to have 
been so understood by the Proprietors, from the sentiments 
expressed by Mr. Walker (while he was in this City), for 
when he was told in what explicit language Major L 'Enfant 
was given to understand this, he seemed quite surprised. You 
did me no more than justice when you supposed me incapable 
of duplicity in this business. I have had but one idea on the 
subject from the beginning, nor but one design and that was 
to convince the Major of the subordinate part he was destined 
to act in it. I was obliged, as you have seen, to use stronger 
language as I found his repugnance encreasing until he was 
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told, in even harsh terms, that the Commissioners stood be- 
tween him and the President of the U. States, and that it was 
from them alone he was to receive directions. 

The doubts and opinion of others with respect to the per- 
manent seat have occasioned no change in my sentiments on 
the subject. They have always been, that the plan ought to be 
prosecuted with all the despatch the nature of the case will 
admit, and that the public buildings in size, form and ele- 
gance, should look beyond the present day. I would not have 
it understood from hence that I lean to extravagance. — A 
chaste plan sufficiently capacious and convenient for a period 
not too remote, but one to which we may reasonably look for- 
ward, would meet my idea in the Capitol. For the President's 
House I would design a building which should also look for- 
ward but execute no more of it at present than might suit the 
circumstances of this country, when it shall be first wanted. 
A Plan conprehending more may be executed at a future 
period when the wealth, population and importance of it shall 
stand upon much higher ground than they do at present. 

How and when you will be able to obtain Plans of such 
buildings is with yourselves to decide on. — No aid, I am per- 
suaded is to be expected from Major L 'Enfant in the exhibi- 
tion — rather I apprehend, opposition and a reprobation of 
every one designed by any other, however perfect. 

The part which Mr. Johnson, by your letter to me, and an- 
other from Mr. Johnson to Mr. Jefferson, appears to have 
acted surprises me exceedingly. His interest in the City, and 
the discernment with which he seems to have viewed the 
measure in the early stages of it, would have lead me to have 
drawn a different conclusion. — The . . . which seem to have 
been ... to him and the Major are more to be despised than 
to be regarded or resented. More than once, you will remem- 
ber, I have given it to you as my opinion, that it would be 
by by-blows and indirect . . . that attempts would be made to 
defeat the Law. To sow the seeds of dissension, jealousy and 
distrust are among the means that will be practised. — There 
is a current in this City which sets so strongly against every- 
thing that relates to the Federal district, that it is next to 
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impossible to stem it. To this cause is to be ascrib'd the 
backwardness of the engraving. Danger from them is to be 
apprehended ; and in my opinion, from no other. The best an- 
tidote against them is perseverance, and vigorous exertion on 
the part of the Commissioners ; and good temper and mutual 
forbearance with one another, on the part of the Proprietors. 
For who are so much interested in the success and progress of 
the measure as they ? 

I see no necessity for diminishing the Square alloted for the 
President's House, &c, at this time. It is easier at all times 
to retrench, than it is to enlarge a Square, and a deviation 
from the Plan in this instance, would open the door to the 
other applications, which might perplex, embarrass and delay 
business exceedingly ; and end, more than probably in violent 
discontents. 

Where you will find a character qualified in all respects for a 
Superintendent I know not, — none present themselves to my 
view — yet one must be had. — A better man than Mr. Ellicott 
for all matters, at present, can not be had. — No one I presume 
who can lay out the ground with more accuracy — lay out the 
squares and divide them into lots, better. He must under- 
stand levelling also perfectly — and has, — I suppose, competent 
skill in conducting the Water. — Beyond these your opportuni- 
ties to form an opinion of him, must exceed mine. Whether 
he is a man of arrangement — sober and industrious are mat- 
ters unknown to me. I believe he is obliging — and would be 
perfectly subordinate. — What he asks, 5 dollars a day (if Sun- 
days are included), seems high; but whether a fit character can 
be had for less, I am unable to say. 

The plan of the City having met universal applause (as far 
as my information goes) and Major L 'Enfant having become 
a very discontented man, — it was thought that, less than from 
2,500 to 3,000 dollars would not be proper to offer him for his 
services ; instead of this, suppose five hundred guineas, and a 
Lot in a good part of the City were to be substituted ? I think 
it would be more pleasing and less expensive. I have never 
exchanged a word with Mr. Eoberdeau since he came to this 
place, consequently am unable to relate what his expressions 
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have been, or what his ideas are ; he lives with, and more than 
probably partakes of the sentiments of Major L 'Enfant; un- 
less the dismission of the latter may have worked a change in 
them which, not unlikely, is the case with both; as I can 
hardly conceive that either of them contemplated the result 
of their conduct. 

Altho' what I am going to add may be a calumny, it is 
nevertheless necessary that you should be apprized of the 
report that Colo. Deakins applies the public money in his 
hands to speculative purposes; and is unable at times, to 
answer the call of the workmen. An instance has been given. 
There are doubts also of the sincerity of Mr. Francis Cabot. 
Of both these matters you are to judge from the evidence be- 
fore you. I have nothing to charge either with myself, these 
hints are disclosed in confidence, to place you on your guard. 

The idea of importing Germans and Highlanders as artizans, 
and laborers, has been touched upon in the letter from Mr. 
Jefferson to the Commissioners. It is, in my opinion, worthy 
of serious consideration, in an economical point of view, and 
because it will contribute to the population of the place. — The 
enclosed extract of a letter from Genl. Lincoln to Mr. Lear is 
sent, that you may see the prospect in that quarter. 

The General is a candid undesigning man in whose word 
much confidence may be placed ; and having been in this city, 
and lately returned from it, has had opportunities of making 
the remarks which are contained in the extract. 

I began with telling you that I should not write a lengthy 
letter but the result has been to contradict it. It is to be 
considered as a private letter in answer to yours of the 26th 
ulto. but it may under that idea be communicated to your 
associates in office. They and you must receive it blotted and 
scratched as you find it, for I have not time to copy it. It is 
now ten o'clock at night, after my usual hour for retiring to 
rest, and the mail will be closed early tomorrow morning. 
Sincerely &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 12, p. 116. 

To David Stuart. 

Philad. 
April 8th, 1792. 
Dear Sir, 

The letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Jefferson of the 

has been laid before me, and I have desired him to approve 
the Contract respecting the bridge over Rock-Creek: but in 
future, it would be more agreeable to me, after a plan, or 
the principles leading to the measure, is approved, not to have 
the details or the execution suspended for a reference to me. 
Because, to judge properly of the matter must (in many in- 
stances) depend upon calculation; — upon accustomed modes; 
established prices, and usages of different places; — none of 
which my time and avocations will allow me to investigate 
with promptness; consequently the business must be delayed 
(if I take time for examination) or I must decide in the dark, 
if I do not. 

This has actually been the case with respect to the Bridge 
above mentioned; for if I had been called upon to say what 
such a bridge wou'd cost, I should have guessed less than the 
contract price. — And though the Items which form the aggre- 
gate, may contain no more materials than are indispensably 
necessary; and the prices of them, and rates of work, not more 
than usual ; yet, from a want of knowledge in these matters, 
both appear high to me. — 

Not for this reason, but because you have jealous and ill- 
disposed people about you, — my advice to you, is to act with 
caution in all your contracts : — and I give it with the freedom 
of friendship, because it has been insinuated, before the con- 
tract was made, that sufficient notice had not been given ; and 
of course you would have no competitors for the undertaking 
of the Bridge. 

Did Major L 'Enfant assign any reason for his rejection of 
the compensation which had been offered him ? — Has any per- 
son applied for the Office of Superintendant ? — A Mr. Blod- 
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get 6 has been recommended by some of the Proprietors; but 
except being pretty deeply interested in the City — having been 
a pretty considerable traveller in European countries — , and 
an observant man with some taste, — it is said — I can say 
nothing of his qualifications for such a trust. — How far he is a 
man of industry — arrangement, and integrity I know not — 
having a very slight acquaintance with him personally, and 
less knowledge of his abilities. — 

There is such an intimate connection in political and pecuni- 
ary considerations between the federal district and the inland 
navigation of the Patowmac, that no exertions, in my opinion, 
shou 'd be dispensed with to accomplish the latter. — For, in 
proportion as this advances, the City will be benefited. — Pub- 
lic and private motives therefore combine to hasten this work. — 

My best wishes to Mrs. Stuart and the family. — I am, &c. 
L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 220. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 

June 8th. 1792. 
Gentlemen, 

The Bearer of this, Mr. James Hoban, 7 was strongly recom- 
mended to me by Colo. Laurens, and several other gentle- 
men of South-Carolina when I was there last year, as a per- 
son who had made architecture his study, and was well qual- 
ified, not only for planning or designing buildings, but to 
superintend the execution of them. — He informs me that he 
intends to produce plans of the two buildings next month, 
agreeably to the advertisement of the Commissioners, and is 
now on his way to view the ground on which they are to stand. 

• Samuel Blodgett, Jr., was then thirty-four years of age, a native of 
New Hampshire and a former business man in Boston. For some three 
years he had been a resident of Philadelphia, where he was interested in 
the Insurance Co. of North America. He married a daughter of Rev. 
William Smith, provost of the University of Pennsylvania. 

7 Thirty years before this time James Hoban was born in Dublin, Ire- 
land. For some ten years he had been practising his profession of 
architect in Charleston, S. C. 
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— I have given him this letter of introduction, in order that 
he might have an opportunity of communicating his views and 
wishes to you, or of obtaining any information necessary for 
completing the plans. But, as I have no knowledge of the 
man or his talents, further than the information which I re- 
ceived from the Gentlemen in Carolina, — you must consider 
this letter merely as a line of introduction, for the purposes 
mentioned. — With esteem, and regard, I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 221. 

To Thomas Harwood, Treasurer of the Western 
Shore of Maryland. 

Philadelphia 
June 11th. 1792. 
Sir, 

Be pleased to pay to Thomas Johnson, David Stuart and 
Daniel Carroll Esqrs. Commissioners of the Federal District, 
or to their order, or to the order of any two of them, Twenty 
four thousand Dollars in part of the sum given by the Assem- 
bly of Maryland towards defraying the expences of the pub- 
lic buildings within the said District. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 277. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia 
July 9. 1792. 
Dr. Sir, 

Altho' I did not acknowledge the receipt of the letter you 
wrote to me some time ago respecting Bowls, I was not un- 
mindful of the contents; but upon consulting some profes- 
sional gentlemen, I was informed that his being brother to the 
noted Bowls was not, without some overt act of his own, suffi- 
cient to lay hold of him. — 

If nothing more happens than I am aware of at present, I 
shall leave this City on thursday with Mrs. Washington and 
the children for Mount Vernon ; and if the weather is tolerable, 
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& ourselves & horses keep up, I shall be, I expect, at George 
Town on Monday or tuesday of the week following. 

I shall bring with me, or send on if I am likely to be de- 
layed, the plans for the public buildings which were sent, I 
believe by the Commissioners, to Mr. Jefferson; but if none 
more elegant than these should appear on or before the 10th. 
instant, the exhibition of architecture will be a very dull one 
indeed. My best wishes to Mrs. Stuart and the family, and 
I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 228. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
July 23d. 1792. 
Gentlemen, 

Your favor of the 19th. accompanying Judge Turner's plan 
for a Capitol I have duly received; and have no hesitation in 
declaring that I am more agreeably struck with the appearance 
of it than with any that has been presented to you. — I return 
it without delay, because (among other reasons for doing it) 
Mr. Turner wishes to receive it, in any event immediately. 

There is the same defect, however, in this plan as there is in 
all the plans which have been presented to you — namely — 
the want of an Executive apartment: wch ought, if possible, 
to be obtained. — The Dome, which is suggested as an addition 
to the center of the edifice, would, in my opinion, give beauty 
& granduer to the pile ; and might be useful for the reception 
of a Clock — Bell — &c. — The Pilastrade too, in my judgement, 
ought (if the plan is adopted) to be carried around the semi- 
circular projection at the end, but whether it is necessary to 
have the elevation of the upper storey 41 feet is questionable ; 
unless it be to preserve exactness in the proportion of the 
several parts of the building ; — in that case, the smaller rooms 
in that storey would be elevated sufficiently if cut in two, and 
would be better for it, in the interior, provided they can be 
lighted. — This would add to the number of Committee rooms 
of which there appears to be a deficiency : — and query, — would 
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not the section B in the North division of plan No. 2. be more 
usefully applied as a library than for the purpose it is desig- 
nated ? — 

Could such a plan as Judge Turner's be surrounded with 
Columns and a colonade like that which was presented to you 
be Monsr. Hallet (the roof of Hallet's I must confess does not 
hit my taste) — without departing from the principles of Archi- 
tecture — and would, not be too expensive for our means, it 
would in my judgment, be a noble & desirable structure. — But, 
I would have it understood in this instance, and always — when 
I am hazarding a sentiment on these buildings, that I profess 
to have no knowledge in Architecture, and think we should 
(to avoid criticisms) be governed by the established rules 
which are laid down by the professors of this art. 

I think you have engaged Mr. Hoban upon advantageous 
terms ; and hope if his industry and honesty are of a piece with 
the specimen he has given of his abilities, he will prove a use- 
full man & a considerable acquisition. — The enclosed is handed 
to you merely because it is my wish that you should be pos- 
sessed of every information of the kind that comes to my knowl- 
edge. — The person therein mentioned (Stevens) was a Lieutt. 
Colonel of Artillery during the War, and was (and for aught 
I know to the contrary, is) a sober, honest & good tempered 
man man — very industrious with Fertile invention & resources 
and great at execution. — He was, as I have been informed, 
bred a house Carpenter ; but how much acquainted he may be 
with that business, or how far he may able to carry on work in 
a masterly manner upon a grand scale, I have no data to decide 
upon. — He is a native of Boston, but since the War has lived 
in New York, where he carries on the business of a lumber 
merchant to (I believe) a considerable extent. With great 
esteem & regard — I remain, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, 252. 

to the commissrs. 

Mount Vernon 
Septr. 29th. 1792. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Letter of the first Inst, from Geo : town, came duly to 
hand. The delay in acknowledging the recipt of it has pro- 
ceeded from a belief that if the orders were transmitted before 
the sale of Lots, appointed to be holden on the 8th. of next 
month, they would get to your hands in time. 

Enclosed is an order from the President of the United States, 
authorising the above Sale — and another for disposing there- 
after, of Lots by private sale, at such times & on such terms as 
you shall deem best calculated to promote the growth of the 
federal City, & the essential interests thereof. With esteem, 
I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, 253. 

Executive Orders. 

September 29th. 1792. 

The President of the United States doth hereby order & 
direct that the sale of Lots in the City of Washington, to com- 
mence the Eighth day of October next, be of such Lots as the 
Commissioners, or any two of them shall think proper; — that 
the same sale shall be under their direction & on the terms 
they shall publish. 

G°. Washington. 
September 29th. 1792. 

The President of the United States doth hereby order & 
direct that any Lot or Lots in the City of Washington may, 
after the public sale to commence on the Eighth day of Octo- 
ber, be sold and agreed for by the Commissioners or any two 
of them, at private sale, for such price and on such terms 
as they may think proper. 

G. Washington 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 290. 

To Benjamin Stoddert. 

Philadelphia, 
14 November. 1792. 
Sir, 

Your favor of the 24th ultimo came duly to hand, but the 
variety of important matters, which pressed between the re- 
ceipt of it and the meeting of Congress, allowed me no time to 
give it an earlier acknowledgment; and now I pray you to 
consider what I am about to say, as coming from me in my 
private capacity. 

It has always been my opinion, and still is so, that the ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the Federal City ought to be under 
the immediate direction of a judicious and skilful superintend- 
ent, appointed by and subject to the orders of the commis- 
sioners (who, in the eye of the law, are the responsible char- 
acters), one in whom is united knowledge of men and things, 
industry, integrity, impartiality, and firmness; and that this 
person should reside on the spot. This, I believe, is also the 
opinion of the commissioners; and if they think Mr. Blodget 
possesses these qualifications (I know very little of him myself, 
and after what has happened shall be cautious in recommend- 
ing), or that he is the most competent character that presents, 
who is willing to undertake and ready to enter upon the duties 
of such an office, their appointment of him will meet my 
entire approbation. 

I can readily conceive, Sir, that the motives to your com- 
munication were pure and laudable, and shall give you credit 
for them accordingly. On my part, permit me to add, that I 
have a mind open to information, and a disposition always 
to correct abuses, (that shall come properly before me,) as 
far as I am able ; but I am sure it is unnecessary to remark to 
a person of your observation, that, from the two great inter- 
ests, which divide the Federal City, and the lesser ones into 
which these are branched, it will be found difficult, if not im- 
possible, for any set of commissioners whatsoever to steer clear 
of censure. One wants this thing, another wants that thing, 
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and all, or most of them, perhaps, want things which our re- 
sources are incompetent to the accomplishment of. You will 
excuse my candor, therefore, my good Sir, for observing that 
there is, in my own judgment, but one line of conduct proper 
for these gentlemen to pursue, and that is to take a compre- 
hensive view of the trust reposed in them, the general expec- 
tation of the community at large and the means to effect it, 
form their plans agreeably thereto, upon sound and just prin- 
ciples, and to see that they are carried into effect by whom- 
soever they shall employ in the execution thereof, without re- 
gard to any local concern or interest whatsoever. Such a con- 
duct will meet general approbation, and of none, I am per- 
suaded, more than your own. With esteem, I am, Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 292. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
17 November, 1792. 
Gentlemen, 

I have duly received your letter of the 13th of October, en- 
closing a list of the sale of Lots in the federal City with the 
prices, of which I am more gratified than I am by the numbers 
which have been disposed of. I am pleased to find that sev- 
eral of your mechanics were among the purchasers of Lots, as 
they will not only, in all probability, be among the first im- 
provers of them, but will be valuable citizens. 

I agree with you in opinion that ground in such eligible 
places as about the Capitol and the President's house, should 
not be sold in squares, unless there are some great and appar- 
ent advantages to be derived from specified buildings — imme- 
diate improvement, or something which will have a tendency to 
promote the advancement of the City. 

The circumstances under which Mr. Blodget bid off the 
square near the Capitol, were such as occur at almost every 
public sale, — and, in that instance his having done so appeared 
very proper for the interest of the public. I agree, however, 
with you that it would be best for the circumstance, not to be 
generally known. 
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How far the idea which Mr. Blodget suggests of having an 
Agent to pass through the several States to dispose of Lots, 
might be beneficial or not, I am unable to say ; but it appears 
to me that if a respectable and responsible character in the 
principal town of each State, could be authorized to dispose of 
the public Lots, as purchasers might appear; provided the 
matter could be arranged so that no confusion or inconveni- 
ence should arise from the same Lot being disposed of by two 
or more Agents (which might possibly be done by monthly re- 
turns being made to the Commissioners, from the several 
Agents, ascertaining the day and even hour, of each sale, to 
be by them confirmed previous to any payment — and a small 
per centum to be allowed the vendor — and all private sales to 
cease a month before each public sale,) it would be a means of 
accomodating persons in different parts of the Union, — and 
would expedite the sale of the Lots. But this, as well as Mr. 
Blodget 's suggestion (which rather appears to me to be hawk- 
ing the Lots about,) must be weighed and determined upon 
according to your best judgment and information. 

I think that a public sale in the Spring, or early in the 
summer would be advantageous — for it is desirable that every 
opportunity which could be made convenient, on account of 
the season and other circumstances, to dispose of Lots in this 
way, should be embraced. 

In proportion as numbers become interested in the Federal 
City and the public works advance, a constant attendance at 
the spot will be more and more requisite on the part of those 
who superintend or direct the business there of ; and I am of 
opinion it will be found necessary, as neither of the Commis- 
sioners reside there, that some active and competent character 
vested with proper authority by them should be constantly on 
the ground to superintend the business carrying on there. 
But who this person shall be, is altogether with yourselves to 
choose, and the various and essential qualifications requisite in 
him will readily occur to you. "With great esteem, I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 297. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia 
Novr. 30th. 1792. 
Dear Sir, 

Knowing that tomorrow is the time appointed for the 
monthly meeting of the Commissioners at George Town, I had 
intended to have written you a line or two on a particular sub- 
ject by Wednesday's Post, but one thing or another put it out 
of mind until it was too late. I now set down to do it as the 
letter in the common course of the post will reach Georgetown 
on Monday — probably, before you shall have left that place. 

You will consider what I am now about to say as a private 
communication, the object of which is only to express more 
freely than I did in my last letter to the Commissioners, the 
idea that is entertained of the necessity of appointing a Super- 
intendant of the execution of the plans & measures which 
shall be resolved upon by the Commissioners of the Federal 
City — one who shall always reside there — and being a man 
of skill and judgment — of industry and integrity, would, from 
having a view of the business constantly before his eyes, be 
enabled to conduct it to greater advantage than the Commis- 
sioners can possibly do unless they were to devote their whole 
time to it. Instances of this are adduced by some of the pro- 
prietors, particularly in the alteration which has taken place 
in the Bridge — the consequent delay thereof &c. — It is re- 
marked by some of the best disposed of them, that although 
you meet monthly — spend much time together, and are truly 
anxious to forward this great object; yet, from the nature of 
the thing, you cannot acquire at those meetings the minute in- 
formation which a proper character always on the spot, would 
do — and which is indispensably necessary to do, in order to 
avoid mistakes, & to give vigor to the undertaking. — And be- 
sides, add they, a man of fertile genius, and comprehensive 
ideas would, by having the business always before him — see- 
ing — shewing to and conversing with Gentlemen who may be 
led, either by curiosity, or an inclination to become adventur- 
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ers therein, to view the city, obtain many useful hints by means 
of which & his own reflection, might suggest many useful 
projects to the consideration of the Commissioners at their 
stated, say, quarterly meetings; or at such occasional ones as 
he might, in cases of importance & emergency, be empowered 
to call. — 

But where, you may ask, is the character to be found who 
possesses these qualifications ? — I frankly answer, I know not ! 
— Major L 'Enfant (who it is said is performing wonders at the 
new town of Patterson 8 ) if he could have been restrained 
within proper bounds, and his temper was less untoward, is the 
only person whose turn to matters of this sort I am acquainted, 
that I think fit for it. There may, notwithstanding, be many 
others altho' they are unknown to me. 

Mr. Blodget seems to be the person on which many eyes are 
turned, & among others who look that way, are some of the 
proprietors. He has travelled, I am told, a good deal in 
Europe; and has turned his attention (according to his own 
account) to architecture & matters of this kind. He has 
staked much on the issue of the Law establishing the perma- 
nent residence; and is certainly a projecting genius, with a 
pretty general acquaintance : — to which may be added, if he 
has any influence in this Country, it must be in a quarter 
where it is most needed, and where indeed an antidote is neces- 
sary to the poison which Mr F. — s C — t is spreading — by in- 
sinuations, that the accomplishment of the plan is no more to 
be expected than the fabric of a vision, and will vanish in like 
manner. But whether with these qualifications, Mr. Blodget 
is a man of industry and steadiness & steadiness, and whether 
(as soon as it is necessary) he would take up a settled abode 
there, are points I am unable to resolve. — As an architect, Mr. 
Jefferson has a high opinion of Mr. Hallet 9 ; but whether Mr. 
Hallet has qualities, & is sufficiently known to fit him for gen- 

s A manufacturing plant was planned to be established by a company 
in which Alexander Hamilton was interested. L'Enfant was employed 
to plan the town site and design the buildings but his ideas were so ex- 
travagant that his service soon ended. 

9 Stephen Hallet, a Frenchman who was practising architecture in 
Philadelphia. 
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eral superintendency, I cannot even pretend to give an opin- 
ion upon. If Mr. Blodget is contemplated for this office, 
would it not be well to be on or off with him at once. I hear 
he is held in suspence on this head. — 

Have you decided yet on a plan for the Capitol ? Mr. Car- 
roll talked of their being sent hither. — Is anything done to- 
wards the foundation of the President 's House ? What num- 
ber of Lots are bona fide sold ? In what squares do they lie ? 
Let your clerk send me a list. Do you receive offers to pur- 
chase at private sale. If you have fixed on a time for another 
public sale, ought not notice thereof to be immediately given, 
and measures adopted to make the thing known in Europe as 
well as in this Country. Inserting advertisements in the 
Gazettes of the latter at intervals between this and the sale, 
by way of remembrancer. A little expence in these wou'd be 
profitably incurred. How does Ellicot go on? — I am al- 
ways, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 304. 

To the Commissioners. 

[Private.] 

Philadelphia, 
18 December, 1792. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter to the Secretary of State dated if I recollect 
rightly the 5th instant intimating among other things that you 
had failed in an attempt which had been made to import work- 
men from Scotland, equally with that for obtaining them from 
Holland, fills me with real concern ; for I am very apprehensive 
if your next campaign in the Federal City is not marked with 
vigor, it will cast such a cloud over this business and will so 
arm the enemies of the measure, as to enable them to give it 
(if not its death blow) a wound from which it will not easily 
recover. No means therefore, in my opinion, should be left 
unessayed to facilitate the operations of next year. Every- 
thing, in a manner, depends upon the celerity with which the 
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public buildings are then carried on. — Sale of Lots — private 
buildings — good or evil report — all, all will be regulated 
thereby. — Nothing therefore short of the absolute want of 
money ought to retard the work. 

The more I consider the subject, the more I am convinced 
of the expediency of importing a number of workmen from 
Europe to be employed in the Federal City. The measure has 
not only economy to recommend it, but is important by placing 
the quantity of labor which may be performed by such persons 
upon a certainty for the term for which they shall be engaged. 

Upon more minute inquiry I am informed that neither the 
merchants here not in Holland will undertake to procure re- 
demptioners from Germany ; and that the most eligible and cer- 
tain mode of obtaining from thence such mechanics and labor- 
ers as may be thought advisable to procure from that quarter, 
will be to engage some person, a German, to go from hence 
into Germany, where he is acquainted, to procure the requisite 
number of men and bring them to the shipping port, which is 
generally Amsterdam or Eotterdam, and that any merchant 
here (who is engaged in shipping trading to Holland) will 
engage to have a vessel ready to take them on board at a time 
which shall be fixed, and bring them to any port of the United 
States that may be specified and receive the amount of their 
passage on delivery of them. The person who may be em- 
ployed to go over to Germany will expect, it is said, an ad- 
vance of one guinea per head for the number wanted, to enable 
him to pay the expenses of such as may not be able to bear 
their own from the place where he procures them to the ship- 
ping port, and this advance is accounted for and taken into 
consideration at the time of paying for their passage when 
they arrive here. The customary passage it seems, is Eleven 
guineas per head — and the compensation of the person em- 
ployed to procure them, is either one guinea a head for as 
many as he may deliver, part of which is paid by those who 
employ him to go over, and part by the merchant who fur- 
nishes the vessel to bring them, as he receives a benefit by the 
freight — or the person employed keeps an account of his neces- 
sary expences while on this business, which is paid by his em- 
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ployers, and a consideration for his services is made him ac- 
cording to a previous agreement. 

The term of time for which these people are bound to serve, 
depends much, it is added, upon their age, or ability as labor- 
ers, or their skill as mechanics — the former generally serve 
three or four years ; and the latter, if good workmen at their 
trade two. — But in this case that it would be better for the 
person employed to get them, to have them indented at the 
time of engaging them — Specifying the number of years they 
are to serve to commence at the time of their landing in the 
United States ; and that he ought to be furnished with the nec- 
essary forms of indentures and particular instructions on this 
head before he goes over. And if mechanics of a particular 
description are most essential it would be well, in order to 
secure their services beyond the term for which they might 
be engaged for their passages, to stipulate at the time of en- 
gaging them that they should serve one, two or three years 
over and above that time at £ — per annum. And, as it may 
happen, that some good mechanics may be willing to come over, 
who are able to pay their own passage, might it not be well to 
empower them at per year for (say) four years? In all 
cases to provide, that if those who engage as mechanics should 
be found incompetent to the business for which they engage 
from a want of skill or knowledge in it, and shall appear to 
have used imposition in engaging themselves as such, they 
shall be obliged to serve the time as common laborers. 

Should you be of opinion that it would be expedient to im- 
port a number of workmen and the mode here pointed out, 
meets your ideas, no time should be lost in carrying it into 
effect ; — and if you have not contemplated a proper character 
for this business and will inform me thereof, I will endeavor to 
obtain one in this City to go over to Germany, and a merchant 
also to furnish the vessel at the time and place which shall 
be agreed upon between them. 

It is not however, my wish that the idea of importing work- 
men should be confined solely to Germany — I think it ought to 
be extended to other places particularly Scotland, from whence 
many good and useful mechanics may undoubtedly be had. I 
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have been more particular in respect to Germany because they 
may probably be obtained from thence on better terms than 
from other quarters, and they are known to be a steady, labo- 
rious people. It will be necessary, if you should determine 
upon an importation from Germany, to state the number of 
mechanics you would wish in each trade, to be brought from 
thence, as well as the number of Laborers. 

Mr. George Walker, who is in this City informs me, that he 
shall sail for Scotland about the first of January, and says if 
he could render any service in this business he would wil- 
lingly do it. To get workmen is part of the business which 
carries him over ; but how far, after the part he has acted with 
respect to yourselves you may chuse to confide in him, is fitter 
for you than it is for me to decide ; especially as I know no 
more of his private character and circumstances, than I do of 
the terms on which he would undertake to render the service. 

A thought has also occurred to me and altho' crude and 
almost in embryo, I will nevertheless mention it. — It is, if the 
character of Mr. Hallet (from the knowledge you have ac- 
quired of it) is such as to have impressed you with confidence 
in his abilities and activity, whether in the unsettled state of 
things in France, he might not be employed this winter in en- 
gaging from that country and bringing over in the Spring 
such workmen, and on such terms as might be agreed upon. 

Boston too has been mentioned as a place from whence many 
and good workmen might be had ; but the reasons which have 
been assigned for the failure here are not within my recollec- 
tion, if I ever heard them. 

Upon the whole it will readily be perceived in what a serious 
light I consider delay in the progress of the public buildings, 
and how anxious I am to have them pushed forward. — In a 
word, the next is the year that will give the tone to the City, — 
if marked with energy, individuals will be inspirited, — the 
sales will be enhanced — confidence diffused and emulation 
created. Without it I should not be surprised to find the Lots 
unsaleable, and everything at a stand. With great and sin- 
cere regard and esteem. I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 317. 

To Uriah Forrest. 

Philadelphia 
20 January 1793. 
Sir, 

Previous to the receipt of your Letter of the 10th Inst, en- 
closing a copy of Mr. Ellicott 's answer to the attempt which 
you made to dissuade him from quitting the business in which 
he is engaged, I had learnt, with concern, that there had been 
some altercation between him & the Commissioners of the Fed- 
eral District, relative to the time & money which had been ex- 
pended in running & marking the Lines within the City: — 
and indeed as I passed through George Town last Fall, I un- 
derstood that some of the proprietors expressed a dissatis- 
faction at the tardiness with which that business appeared to 
be executing. I was then in hopes that there might be no sub- 
stantial cause for complaint on that score but that the dissatis- 
faction arose more from the impatience of those persons who 
were interested in the completion of the business, than from 
any improper delay or tardiness on the part of Mr. Ellicott ; 
and I flattered myself that I should never hear more of the 
subject ; — but sorry I am to find that I have been disappointed 
in this hope, & that the matter has occasioned a serious differ- 
ence between the Commissioners & Mr. Ellicott. 

I perfectly agree with you, Sir, " that the City has infinitely 
more to dread from the discord & want of union among its 
friends, than from all the power of its' enemies ": — & am 
therefore persuaded, that every considerate person, who is in- 
terested in it's establishment, will use his influence to heal 
differences & promote harmony among those engaged in the 
execution of the work. — 

The dispute between Mr. Ellicott & the Commissioners is, 
I believe, but little known at present out of the circle of 
George town, and I am therefore convinced, that if Mr. Elli- 
cott 's sole object is to make it's merits known as far as a 
knowledge of its' existence extends, he could do it as well, or 
better, by other means, than he could by a News-paper pub- 
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lication, which would only tend to promote personal disgust 
& hurt the progress of the City, and if Mr. Ellicott is seri- 
ous in the declaration of his attachment to that spot, as the 
permanent seat of Government, he cannot but give up a de- 
termination which will manifestly be productive of much 
detriment to the Establishment. With great esteem, I am, &c. 

Ford. 

To the Commissioners. 

[Private.] 

Philadelphia, 
31 January, 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

I have had under consideration Mr. Hallet's plans for the 
Capitol, which undoubtedly have a great deal of merit. Doc- 
tor Thornton 10 has also given me a view of his. These last 
come forward under some very advantageous circumstances — 
The grandeur, simplicity, and beauty of the exterior; the 
propriety with which the apartments are distributed, and 
economy in the whole mass of the structure, will I doubt not 
give it a preference in your eyes, as it has done in mine and 
those of several others whom I have consulted, and who are 
deemed men of skill in architecture. I have therefore thought 
it better to give the Doctor time to finish his plan and for 
this purpose to delay 'till your next meeting a final decision. 
Some difficulty arises with respect to Mr. Hallet, who you 
know was in some degree led into his plan by ideas we all 
expressed to him. This ought not to induce us to prefer it to 
a better; but while he is liberally rewarded for the time and 
labor he has expended on it, his feelings should be saved and 
soothed as much as possible. 

I leave it to yourselves how best to prepare him for the 
possibility that the Doctor's plan may be prefered to his. 
Some ground for this will be furnished you by the occasion 

10 Dr. William Thornton then thirty-one years of age, born of English 
parents in the West Indies and educated in Europe, graduated in medi- 
cine at The University of Edinburgh. 
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you probably will have for recourse to him as to the interior of 
the apartments, and the taking him into service at a fixed 
allowance, and I understand that his necessities render it 
material that he should know what his allowance is to be. 
I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 312. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
31st Jany 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

The regular course which which the affairs of the federal 
City are likely to move in by the appointment of a Superin- 
tendent, who may relieve you from details & from all sac- 
rifices of time except your periodical meetings, enables me 
now to proceed, on more certain grounds, to the subject of 
compensation. — that a proper compensation should be made 
you must undoubtedly be the public expectation as well as 
your own, altho' the Law is silent thereupon. In proposing 
the sum, I do not see that I can take a better guide than that 
of the Legislature, which in fixing the compensation for mem- 
bers of Congress, has furnished a kind of standard to which 
services & qualifications in a certain line may be referred. I 
should therefore propose to you Six Dollars a day for the 
days of actual service, and mileage for travelling, in lieu of 
service & all expences, to commence from the first day of the 
present year. 

With respect to the past, I have more difficulty to name a 
sum, because I do not know the time you have actually sacri- 
ficed, & perhaps it would not be practicable for yourselves to 
state it. on the best judgement I am able to form of it, how- 
ever, I should propose the sum of one thousand Dollars, each, 
for your services preceding the commencement of the present 
year. — Should these propositions not exactly meet your own 
ideas, I shall be very happy to receive your observations on 
them. With great esteem, I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 315. 

To David Stuart. 

[Private.] 

Philada. 

1st Feby. 1793. 
Dear Sir, 

Yesterday I wrote two Letters to the Commissioners — one 
public, the other private, the first giving ideas of the compen- 
sation which ought to be made them for their past, and an 
allowance for future services. — In doing this I did not, as the 
Law is silent, chuse to be governed wholly by my own judg- 
ment & therefore took the opinion of known friends to the 
District & to yourselves, the result you have handed to you 
in the letter above-mentioned. I hope it will be satisfactory : 
— if not, say wherein it is otherwise. The sum therein men- 
tioned is exclusive of your expences, which, it is presumed, 
have been paid from the public fund. 

Doctor Thornton's plan for the Capitol is so much supe- 
rior to any I have seen, that I have no hesitation in giving it 
a decided preferrence. He will attend your meeting in March ; 
which, if the sitting continues a few days, or if delayed 'till 
Monday the 4 of that month, & the Commissioners be in George 
town during that week — they would have an opportunity of 
seeing most if not all the southern members who will be re- 
turning home by land, as Congress must rise the third of that 
month. Many advantages would result in my opinion, if 
pains was taken to make them better acquainted with those 
matters than most of them seem to be. 

The exertions of next summer will, if great, be all in all in 
this business. — With much regard, &c. 

Presidents ' Messages. Bichardson, Vol. 1, p. 128. 

United States. 
February 18, 1793. 
Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives. 

I now lay before you a report and plat of the territory of 
the United States on the Potomac as given in by the Commis- 
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sioners of that territory, together with a letter from the Sec- 
retary of State which accompanied them. These papers, being 
original, are to be again deposited with the records of the De- 
partment of State after having answered the purpose of your 
information. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 322. 

To Thomas Harwood, 

Treasurer of the Westn. Shore, Maryland. 

Philadelphia 
2d. March 1793. 
Sir, 

Be pleased to pay to Thomas Johnson, David Stuart & 
Daniel Carroll Esquires, Commissioners of the Federal Dis- 
trict, or to their order, or to the order of any two of them, 
Twenty four thousand Dollars; being the third Instalment of 
the sum given by the Assembly of Maryland towards defraying 
the expences of the public buildings within that District. 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 323. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia, 
3 March, 1793. 
Dear Sir, 

The official Letter from the Commissioners to me, dated the 
eighth of last month, promising their sentiments on the sub- 
ject of compensation so soon as a meeting was had with Mr. 
Johnson, prevented my acknowledging the receipt of your 
private letter of the same date and on the same subject until 
now, — nor shall I do more than slightly touch on it until I 
receive the further sentiments of the Board thereupon. 

It may not be amiss, however, in this friendly and confi- 
dential manner, previously to regret that the expectations of 
the Commissioners, and the opinions of those who were con- 
sulted on the compensation proper to be made them for past 
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and future services should accord so little. It is to be ob- 
served (as was mentioned in my last) that the Law authoriz- 
ing the appointment contemplated no pay ; — justice, however, 
requires it — and therefore, such as it was conceived wou'd 
meet the concurrence of the public was allotted. In similar 
cases it rarely happens, if ever, that high, if any salaries are 
allowed — instance the Directors of the Potomac Company, of 
the Canal Navigations of this State, the Bank, &c, &c. I do 
not quote these cases, however, to prove that salaries ought not 
to be allowed, in the case of the Commissioners of the Federal 
District, for the past, — and compensation for their future serv- 
ices; but only to shew the necessity of their being as low as 
could comport with justice. With respect to your ideas of a 
future allowance, I am bold in assuring you, that no fixed 
salary in the United States (however they have been repro- 
bated for their extravagance) from the Chief Magistrate to 
the Door Keeper of the House of Representatives, is equal to 
One thousand Dollars clear of expences. The reasons are too 
obvious to stand in need of enumeration ; and I must candidly 
declare that I see little use for a Superintendent, if more will 
be requir'd of the Commissioners than either to form or to 
adopt plans, give the great outlines thereof in instruction, and 
leave the detail, and execution to the Superintendent; who 
ought as I have declared in a Letter to you dated the 30 of 
November last, to be always on the spot — (unless the duties of 
the trust should take him away to facilitate the objects of it). 
Under this idea, could it suit any person better than yourself 
to visit the Federal City, once every three or four months — 
suppose every two months — when you have an estate opposite 
to it, which has a claim to a share of your attention? As to 
the suspicion which may arise, if you serve for daily pay, that 
your sessions will be prolonged by it, they are not worth re- 
garding. The malevolence of man is not to be avoided — but 
instead of touching the subject only, in the manner I pro- 
posed, I find that I am enlarging on it, and therefore will 
change it. 

Mr. Jefferson is at a loss to discover what could have pro- 
ceeded from him to Mr. Ellicott, that should have occasioned 
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any discontent in the mind of the latter with the Commis- 
sioners, and having shewn me the only Letter which (he says) 
he has written to him in many months I see nothing therein on 
which to found the conjecture contained in the latter part of 
your Letter of the 8 of February. 

As I do not take the George town paper, & have seen no ex- 
tracts from it in any other, I do not know to what it is you 
allude in your Letters of the 8 & 18 ulto., which came to hand 
a few days ago. Mr. Ellicott has never come near me since 
his return to the city — no explanation therefore on this — the 
case of Mr. Young or any other subject, has taken place be- 
tween us. — 

With respect to Mr. Young's renewed application for a 
change towards the point &ca. — I scarcely know what answer 
to give, at this time. A change in one instance will, I am cer- 
tain, open wide a door which could not easily be shut. — there- 
fore, before I could consent even to take the matter into con- 
sideration, it would be necessary to have an accurate plan of 
the parts, delineated upon paper, with the alterations he pro- 
poses; & to have the Commissioners ' opinion of the conse- 
quences resulting from the adoption of it, in writing ; for un- 
less there are some powerful reasons for discrimination, it 
would be bad policy to comply with the request of one of the 
proprietors, & reject the application of another. It is possible, 
& not improbable, that I may be at George Town on my way to 
Mount Vernon about the first of April; when, if everything 
was prepared for it, I might on the spot be better able to give 
an opinion. — But as Mr. Young is in the occupancy of the 
whole, I see no cause for a hasty decision, which may create 
(if an alteration should take place) discontents in other 
quarters. No Letter to me, has been received from him yet. 
With very great esteem & regard I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 326. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
3d. March 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Letters of the 5 
of January, & 8 of February — the former enclosing a list of 
the squares actually divided &ca. — copies of two Letters from 
Ma jr. Ellicott & a statement of your certain funds & prob- 
able expenditures for the year 1793. 

Altho' I have written to you since the receipt of your first 
Letter, yet I have not 'till this moment had time to touch upon 
the several points therein mentioned, which seemed to require 
a particular answer. — 

As it is of importance that the squares should be divided & 
finished as soon as circumstances will admit, I trust that no 
time will be lost in obtaining a suitable & well qualified person 
to complete that business, if the services of Ma jr. Ellicott can- 
not be counted upon to finish it. 

I think with you, that the expence of surveying and marking 
the Lines of the District should, & I have no doubt will be 
defrayed by the United States ; but it was not thought best to 
lay the matter before Congress at this Session. In justice, the 
expence of surveying the City should be refunded from the 
same source ; but on this point a question would be more likely 
to arise than on the former. — 

The proprietors' claim of payment for a quantity of Land 
in the squares intersected by the two cross-streets &ca; is a 
subject on which I am not qualified to give an opinion; but 
I should suppose a reference to the terms of agreement with 
those Gentlemen would decide the matter. — if it should not, 
the mode which you mention, of leaving it to proper & im- 
partial Judges, appears to be the best. 

When it was suggested to increase the dimensions of the Presi- 
dent 's House one fifth, I had no idea that it would carry the 
expence of that building to anything like the sum of £77,900 
— Sterling, which is estimated by Mr. Hoben. — And if that 
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should be the case, I am decidedly of opinion that it would be 
best to take the plan on its original scale as you mention. — It 
was always my idea (and, if I am not mistaken, Mr. Hoben co- 
incided in the propriety & practicability of it) that the building 
should be so arranged that only a part of it should be erected 
at present ; but upon such a plan as to make the part so erected 
an entire building, and to admit of an addition in future as 
circumstances might render proper, without hurting, but 
rather adding to the beauty & magnificence of the whole as an 
original plan. — I was led to this idea by considering that a 
House which would be very proper for a President of the 
United States for some years to come, might not be considered 
as corresponding with other circumstances at a more distant 
period: — and, therefore, to avoid the inconveniences which 
might arise hereafter on that subject, I wished the building to 
be upon the plan I have mentioned. — But I confess that I can- 
not see how so great an increase of expence would arise, from 
the small increase of dimensions proposed; & am much mis- 
taken indeed if it does not far exceed any ideas he let out at 
the time his plan was adopted. However, as I do not profess 
to be an accurate Judge of these matters, I cannot undertake 
to say that the additional expence is inconsistent. — 

In order that no means in our power for raising a fund 
commensurate with the objects in view for the ensuing season, 
may be left untried, I enclose you a draft on the Maryland 
Treasury for the third Instalment of that State, agreeably to 
the request in your Letter of the 8 of February. 

In looking over your statement of the ' certain funds' for the 
year 1793, I observe that after mentioning the sum 'now in 
the Treasurer's hands' — you say, 'his advances on accots., as 
money has been wanted, not covered by warrants' &ca. It 
struck me on reading this, that it might be possible that some 
inconvenience might arise from having money paid without a 
special warrant. While the present Gentlemen, who acts as 
your Treasurer, continues in that office, there can be no appre- 
hension of any evil arising from having money paid without 
being covered by a warrant ; but in the event of his Death, or 
withdrawing of the present Commissioners, might not some 
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difficulty arise on that head ? — I merely suggest this for your 
consideration as it struck me, without any intention of viewing 
the matter in a reprehensible light. — I do not mean by special 
warrants, that the Treasurer should have a warrant for every 
trifling payment that may be made ; but as you will probably 
have before you at stated periods estimates of monies that may 
be wanted before the next meeting ; a general Warrant might 
be given to the Treasurer for the amount of the sum, accom- 
panied with a copy of the Estimate, under cover of which he 
could make the payments. — You will, however consider this as 
a mere suggestion to guard against inconveniences that might 
happen ; but not intended by any means to dictate to you the 
mode of transacting your business. — 

I am, &c. 
P. S. 

I enclose you a small pamphlet wch. was handed to me by 
Mr. Jefferson, who observes, that it contains some ideas wch. 
may merit attention, in due time, at the Federal City 

G. W 

L. C, Letter Book 11, p. 329. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
3d. March 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

This will be handed to you by Doctor Thornton of this City, 
who goes forward to lay before you a plan which he has pre- 
pared for the Capitol proposed to be built in the Federal City. 

Grandeur, simplicity & convenience appear to be so well 
combined in this plan of Doctor Thornton's, that I have no 
doubt of it's meeting with that approbation from you, which 
I have given it upon an attentive inspection, and which it has 
received from all those who have seen it & are considered as 
Judges of such things. — 

How far the expence of such a building, as is exhibited by 
the plan, will comport with the funds of the City, you will be 
the best Judges after having made an Estimate of the quantity 
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of materials & labour to be employed in executing it. And to 
obviate objections that may be raised on this head, it should be 
considered that the external of the building will be the only 
immediate expence to be incurred : — the internal work, & many 
of the ornamental parts without, may be finished gradually, 
as the means will permit, & still the whole be completed within 
the time contemplated by Law, for the use of the Building. — 
With very great Esteem I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 1. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
3d. April 1793. 
Gentn. — 

On my way to, and at the Landing of George-town yesterday, 
I had a good deal of conversation with Major Ellicott — who 
says, if you will give him an opportunity, he will make it 
appear to your satisfaction, that there are not those errors in 
his work that have been reported ; & that the work reported to 
have been done, and not actually executed, he is persuaded 
he can explain to your entire satisfaction, if you will afford 
him a candid and patient hearing as above. This I assured 
him you would do, as truth was the object you were in pur- 
suit of. 

I took this occasion to repeat to him again, in stronger terms 
than ever, that I would not interfere between the Commis- 
sioners & the characters subordinate to them ; and that it was 
to them, and them only, he was accountable for his conduct ; 
because it was with them, & them only, I could or would com- 
municate in future. He acknowledged the propriety thereof, 
but observed at the same time, that he could not be respon- 
sible for any that he did not himself employ; — adding, that 
the whole of his uneasiness arises from one Dermot (I think 
he called him) whom he did not employ. 

I informed him, moreover, in unequivocal language, that his 
conduct, as far as it had appeared to me from the correspond- 
ence between you and him, was not respectful to you, when 
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it ought to have been so, & was always expected by the em- 
ployer, from the employed. He assured me he meant no dis- 
respect — and declared in the most solemn terms, that he had 
endeavoured to the utmost of his abilities to execute the work 
well, & with all the dispatch the accuracy of it would admit ; — 
adding, as his firm belief, that no work of the same kind & 
magnitude was ever performed with so few errors — he seemed, 
as far as I could discover, not only to be inclined to stay 'till 
the first of May, but 'till the whole plan was compleated. I 
advised him to go to you, and in a proper manner to make 
the above communications & propose something agreeably 
thereto — if he does, I submit, without giving an opinion, or 
wishing to interfere in your business, whether an accomoda- 
tion, under all circumstances, is not to be preferred to an open 
breach, and a news-paper justification which will inevitably 
follow. — 

I ought also to mention, (but this I do for your informa- 
tion only) that I had a conversation with Mr. Stoddart, after 
any I had with either of you Gentlemen on this subject, in 
which he expressed an earnest desire, that means could be de- 
vised to prevent the dismission of Mr. Ellicott ; as he thought 
the event, at this time, would be attended with disagreeable 
consequences; especially as Mr. Ellicott would be able, he 
thought, to prove the charges unfounded. My reply was, that 
I would support the Commissioners; — that it was painful to 
me to see such interferences of the Proprietors, who, in my 
opinion, had no more to do with the conduct of them, (farther 
than to receive their dues according to contract) — than a Citi- 
zen of the State of Georgia, or New Hampshire; — and, more- 
over, that they appeared to me to be acting the parts of 
suicides to their own interests, as far as their conduct could 
affect it. — To all which he acquiesced. — 

I thought it but right to make the Foregoing communica- 
tion, that you might give it the consideration it deserved — and 
to add, that you may be assured, I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Boook 12, p. 248. 

To the Earl of Buchan. 

April 22. 1793 

I take the liberty of sending you the Plan of a New City, 
situated about the centre of the Union of these States which is 
designated for the permanent seat of the Government. — And 
we are at this moment deeply engaged and far advanced in ex- 
tending the inland navigation of the River (Potomac) on 
which it stands and the branches thereof through a tract of as 
rich country — for hundreds of miles as any in the world. Nor 
is this a solitary instance of attempts of the kind, although it 
is the only one which is near completion, and in partial use. 
With great esteem and respect I have the honor to be, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 17. 

To the Commissioners. 

June 13, 1793 
Gentlemen, 

This letter will be put into your hands by Mr. Lear, 11 who 
is well known to one, or more of you 

He has it in contemplation to make (in conjunction with 
others) a considerable merchantile establishment in the federal 
City, if he should be able to attain such a site therein, & upon 
such terms as will answer his & the views of his associates. 
What these are he can best explain to you : and you, from the 
nature of your resources, will be better able than I to decide 
on the admissibility of them. 

From eight years intimate acquaintance with Mr. Lear — 
from his knowledge of business — good sense — penetration and 
caution, I am certain that any proposals made by him, & 
acceded to by you, will be executed with punctuality. Friend- 
ship & justice require this declaration from me, on his behalf ; 
but as I have intimated before, it is with you to decide whether 
the proposals are such as to comport with your general plan 

11 Tobias Lear who had been Washington 's private secretary since 
1786. 
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for the advancement of the City. With sentiments of very 
great esteem & regard, I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 70. 

To Thomas Jefferson. 

Mount Vernon 
30 June 93. 
Dear Sir, 

You will find by the enclosed letter from the Commissioners 
that Mr. Hallet reports unfavorably of Doctr. Thornton's Plan 
"on the great points of pracieability — time and expence." — 
And that I am refered ^to Mr. Blodget — Hoban and Hallet 
whose verbal information will be better than any we can give 
you" on which to form ultimate Instructions. — 

Mr. Blodget I met at Baltimore in the moment I was about 
to leave it consequently I had little conversation with him on 
the subject refered to — but Mr Hallet is of opinion that the 
execution of Doctor Thornton's Plan (independent of the cost, 
which would far exceed our means — And the time allowed for 
the accomplishment of the building) is impracticable; or if 
practicable, would not in some parts answer the ends proposed. 
— Mr. Hoban seemed to concur in this opinion ; and Mr. Blod- 
get, as far as I could come at his sentiments in the short time, 
I was with him approved the alterations in it which have been 
proposed by Mr. Hallet. — 

It is unlucky that this investigation of Doctr. Thornton's 
Plan, and estimate of the cost, had not preceeded the adop- 
tion of it: but knowing the impatience of the Carrollsburg 
interest and the anxiety of the Public to see both buildings 
progressing and supposing the plan to be correct, it was ad- 
judged best to avoid delay. It is better, however, to correct 
the error though late, than to proceed in a ruinous measure, in 
the adoption of which I do not hesitate to confess I was gov- 
erned by the beauty of the exterior & the distribution of the 
appartments, declaring then — as I do now — that I had no 
knowledge in the rules or principles of Architecture — and was 
equally unable to count the cost. — But if there be such material 
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defects as are represented, and such immense time & cost to 
complete the building, it would be folly in the extreme to pro- 
ceed on the Plan which has been adopted. — It has appeared to 
me proper, however, that before it is laid aside, justice and 
respect to Doctor Thornton, requires that the objections should 
be made known to him and an opportunity afforded to explain 
and obviate them, if he can. — 

For this reason & because Mr. Blodget is in Philadelphia and 
it might not be convenient for Doctr. Thornton to leave it ; — 
I have requested Mr. Hallet and Mr. Hoban to repair without 
delay to Philadelphia with all the plans and documents which 
are necessary to elucidate this subject — and do pray you to 
get all the parties herein named together, and, after hearing 
the objections and explanations, report your opinion on the 
case and the plan which ought to be executed. — Nothing can be 
done to the foundation until a final decision is had & this de- 
cision ought not to be delayed one moment that can be avoided, 
because time is wasting fast — because the Public expectation 
is alive, — and because the demon Jealousy may be at work in 
the lower Town when one building is seen to progress rapidly 
and a Plan for the other not yet decided on. — Whether it be 
practicable (even at an expence) to call in the aid of any other 
Scientific character in Philadelphia to assist in deciding this 
point, whether there be any there — is more than I can tell — 
your own knowledge of this, and Judgment will decide. — The 
case is important. — A Plan must be adopted — and good, or 
bad, it must be entered upon. — I am, dear Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 20. 

To James Hoban and Stephen Hallet. 

Mount Vernon 
1st July 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

I have considered in the best manner my small knowledge in 
architecture, & the peculiar situation of my own private 
concerns ( which brought me here) will enable me to do, the 
observations made by Mr. Hallet on the plan which has been 



84 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

exhibited by Dr. Thornton, — and on account of its exterior 
beauty, & the arrangement of the apartments, had been 
adopted. But if this plan is as expensive as it is represented 
to be — will require such a length of time to execute it — (either 
of which would be an important objection to it) — and withal 
so exceptionable in the true principles of architecture & so de- 
fective in some of the ends which are proposed, it ought to be 
relinquished for one more practicable — more simple — less ex- 
pensive, & which can be executed in the time allowed by Law — 

Having made this declaration, justice to, & respect for the 
abilities & character of Dr. Thornton, call upon me to add, 
that he should, before his plan is laid aside, be informed of all 
the objections to, & observations on it. — If he cannot obviate 
them, I persuade myself he will have candour enought to ac- 
knowledge it, & will readily see the propriety of a change 
which will bring the building within the compass of our means 
& time. For this purpose it is my wish & desire, that you 
would both, by Thursday's stage if practicable, set out for 
Philadelphia with Doctr. Thornton's plan, and Mr. Hallet's 
last one, together with the sections of the first — the observa- 
tions, calculations, & in short, every paper relative to both, & 
to a final decision, that as little time as possible may be lost 
in fixing this matter. 

The reason why I propose your going to Philada. is, because 
Mr. Blodget is now there, — and because, if it did not suit 
Doctr. Thornton to repair to Georgetown immediately, I could 
not be present at the meeting. — In the packet enclosed I have 
written to the Secretary of State to have the matter fully in- 
vestigated before him & to report the result, that, a plan being 
fixed upon, the foundation may be begun & in forwardness by 
the Sale. 

I think it reasonable that the necessary expences of your 
journey should be borne by the public — & if circumstances 
render it improper, or inconvenient for both of you to go, that 
one ought to do it : — but both would be best, as every light & 
understanding of the subject ought to be had, & as the decision 
must be final & ought to be prompt. I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 32. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
25 July 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

I enclose for your information the copy of a Letter from the 
Secretary of State to me, on the subject of the objections made 
to Dr. Thornton's plan of a Capitol. By this letter you will 
see, that after a candid discussion, it was found that the 
objections stated were considered as valid, by both the persons 
chosen by Dr. Thornton as practical architects & competent 
judges of things of this kind: — and one of them (Mr. Car- 
stairs), who appeared to have studied the matter with most 
attention, pronounced them irremediable without an altera- 
tion in some parts of the plan. — The other (Colo. Williams) 
proposed certain methods for obviating some of the objections; 
but in what manner you will see by the enclosed letter. 

The plan produced by Mr. Hallett, although preserving the 
original ideas of Dr. Thornton, and such as might upon the 
whole, be considered as his plan, was free from those objec- 
tions, & was pronounced by the Gentlemen on the part of Dr. 
Thornton, as the one which they, as practical architects, would 
chuse to execute. Besides which, you will see that in the 
opinion of these Gentlemen, the plan executed according to 
Mr. Hallett 's ideas would not cost more than one half of what 
it would if executed according to Dr. Thornton's. 

After these opinions there could remain no hesitation how to 
decide ; & Mr. Hoban was accordingly informed that the foun- 
dation would be begun upon the plan as exhibited by Mr. Hal- 
lett, leaving the recess in the East front open for further con- 
sideration. — If this meets your ideas the work of that building 
will progress as fast as circumstances will permit. — 

It seems to be the wish that the Portico of the Eastern front, 
which was in Dr. Thornton's original plan, should be preserved 
in this of Mr. Hallett 's. The recess which Mr. Hallett pro- 
poses in that front, strikes every one who has viewed the plan 
unpleasantly — as the space between the wings or projections, 
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is too contracted to give it the noble appearance of the build- 
ings of which it is an imitation: — and it has been intimated 
that the reason of his proposing the recess instead of a portico 
is to make it in one essential feature different from Dr. Thorn- 
ton ? s plan. But whether the portico or the recess should be 
finally concluded upon, it will make no difference in the com- 
mencement of the foundation of the building, and Mr. Hallet 
is directed to make such sketches of the portico, before the 
work will be affected by it, as will shew the advantage or dis- 
advantage thereof. The ostensible objection of Mr. Hallet to 
the adoption of Dr. Thornton's East front is, principally, the 
deprivation of light & air, in a degree, from the appartments 
for the Senate & Representatives. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 35. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
13 Augt. 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

I have received your letter of the 1st inst : enclosing certain 
communications to you from the surveyors of the Federal 
City, dated the 29 & 31st of July — and have duly considered 
the alterations suggested in said communications. 

With respect to the first alteration proposed, vizt. — ' ' to stop 
So. Carolina Avenue, west of South Capitol at the public ap- 
propriation" — I am pretty perfectly of opinion with you, 
that the reason given therefore is sufficient to warrant it. And 
as to the second — "to change the place of a small Canal or 
inlet from the Eastern Branch, from fifth Street East where it 
is marked out on the plan — to Sixth Street " — seems to be 
very proper for the reasons assigned by the surveyors; — and 
if they say the ground in 5th Street, where the Canal is marked 
out, is high — and that in 6th. Street the tide already flowes 
almost the whole distance of the intended Canal, I think there 
can be but little doubt of its having been originally intended to 
be in 6th Street, but was missed in laying down the work. — 

The third alteration proposed — vizt. "to strike out two short 
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avenues leading from the intersection of Massachusetts and 
North Carolina ' ' — seems to require further consideration ; for 
I observe in the plan that a bridge is marked out across the 
eastern Branch leading directly from Kentucky Avenue. — 
If this is really the best place for a bridge, and one should 
ever be built there, I think that Avenue ought to be preserved 
— and if that, then the other mentioned as making an equal 
angle towards the No. Et. must be preserved also. — You will 
therefore gentlemen, be pleased to have the matter respecting 
the Bridge ascertained, if it be not already done. — and let 
the striking out or not of these Avenues depend upon that. — 
I am glad to find that the Surveyors are so forward in these 
works as they say they are and I hope they will have every 
thing on there part accomplished before the Sale, that is ex- 
pected from them — In compliance with your request I will 
think of some suitable Character to examine your Accts. & 
the expenditures of the Public money. With great esteem & 
regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 37. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
August 20th, 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

This will be handed to you by Mr. James Greenleaf , a native 
of Boston, who has resided for some years past in Amsterdam, 
and has lately been appointed Consul for the United States 
at that Place. — 

This Gentleman, I understand, has it in contemplation to 
make certain proposals to you for building a number of houses 
in the Federal City, provided he can have lots upon such terms 
& conditions as may correspond with his interest in the under- 
taking while it tends, at the same time, to promote the great 
object of the City. — I am pursuaded, Gentlemen, that you will 
listen with attention and weigh with candour any proposals 
that may promise to promote the growth of the City in the 
degree that Mr. Greenleaf J s undertaking upon the extensive 
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scale that it has been represented to me, would do. — But it will 
lay with yourselves to decide how far the State of your fund 
will justify you closing with any proposals that may not tend 
to give them an immediate increase. 

It will undoubtedly be essential to Mr. Greenleaf that you 
should be impressed with just ideas with regard to his means 
of insuring the punctual performance of any engagements he 
may enter into with you (if you should come upon any terms 
with him) — and he will therefore undoubtedly take measures 
to satisfy you on this head. — He has been represented to me 
as a Gentleman of large property and having the command of 
much money in this Country & in Europe ; but I can say noth- 
ing on this head from my own knowledge. Having had occa- 
sion to make enquiry respecting him before his appointment to 
the office of Consul, the accounts which I received were highly 
favourable to Mr. Greenleaf — both the respectability of his 
connections in this Country and in Holland (where he mar- 
ried) — and as to his own character. — And I have reason to 
believe that if you can find it consistent with your duty to the 
public to attach Mr. Greenleaf to the Federal City, he will be 
a valuable acquisition. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 46. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
August 29, 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

I enclose you an estimate of the cost of the Capitol for the 
Federal City upon Mr. Halletts plan, calculated in the Phil- 
adelphia Prices, by Mr. C , one of the Architects 
brought forward by Dr. Thornton on the late occasion of dis- 
cussing the objections to his plan. — Altho' it may not be 
proper to rely entirely upon this estimate ; yet it will probably 
be found a very useful document in going on with the work. — 

In contemplating characters suitable to inspect your ac- 
counts, agreeably to your request, I have thought of appoint- 
ing Captn. Conway of Alexandria & Majr. John Ross of 
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Bladensburg ; they having struck me as G-entlemen very com- 
petent to the business in every respect, and believing them to 
be as little interested in the objects for which the expenditures 
have been made as any proper Characters in that quarter 
would be likely to be ; — on the latter point, however, you are 
better able to judge than I am, and will let me know if any 
objection could arise on that head : — and in case there should 
be none, I will let those Gentlemen know my wishes for them 
to undertake the business as soon as I hear from you. — In the 
meantime it may be well to inform me how long it will prob- 
ably take to examine the Accounts — and whether it would be 
best to have it done during your meeting or at any other time, 
that I may let the Gentlemen know these circumstances, upon 
which perhaps will depend there accepting or declining the 
appointment ; — and also, whether as the business is of a public 
nature, it would be expected that compensation should be made 
for the time or trouble of executing it. — 

In what manner would it be proper to State the Account 
with States of Virginia and Maryland they having advanced 
money which have not all been expended on the objects for 
which it was appropriated ? — 

I propose if the situation of public business will permit, to 
leave this Place for Mount Vernon about the 14 of next month. 
With very great regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 48. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
Sept. 9, 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

I have duly received your letter of Sept. 5. and in conse- 
quence thereof have authorized Mr David Eoss of Bladens- 
burg & Colo. Eobert Townshend Hooe of Alexandria, to exam- 
ine the accounts and vouchers of the expenditure of the monies 
appropriated to your trust as Commissioners of the public 
buildings of the Federal Territory, and to certify to me the 
result. I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 49. 

To David Ross and Robt. T. Hooe. 

Philadelphia 
September 9, 1793. 
Gentlemen, 

The Commissioners of the public buildings in the Federal 
Territory having expressed to me their desire to have their 
accounts settled, I have to ask and to authorise you, as I 
hereby do, to undertake to examine their Accounts and vouch- 
ers relative to the expenditure of the monies appropriated to 
their trust, and to certify to me the result thereof. — I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 49. 

To the Commissioners of Washington. 

Mount Vernon 
Sept. 16. 1793. 

The President of the United States doth hereby order and 
direct that the Sale of Lots in the City of Washington to com- 
mence on the 17 instant, be of Such Lots as the Commis- 
sioners, or any two of them, shall think proper : that the same 
Sale shall be under their direction and on the Terms they 
shall publish. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 50. 

To the Commissioners of Washington. 

Mount Vernon 
Sept. 16. 1793. 

The President of the United States doth hereby order and 
direct that any Lot or Lots in the City of Washington, may 
after the public Sale, to commence on the 17 instant, to be sold 
and agreed for by the Commissioners, or any two of them, at 
private Sale, for Such price and on Such Terms as they may 
think proper. — 

Go. Washington. 
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Ford. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Mount Vernon 
25 September, 1793. 
My dear Sir, 

I have not written to you since we parted, but had just sat 
down to do it when your letter of the 13th. inst. was brought 
to me from the Post Office Alexandria. 

It gave Mrs. Washington, myself, and all who knew him, 
sincere pleasure to hear that our little favourite had arrived 
safe and was in good health at Portsmouth — we sincerely wish 
him a long continuance of the latter — that he may be always 
as charming and promising as he now is — that he may live to 
be a comfort and blessing to you — and an ornament to his 
Country. As a token of my affection for him, I send him a 
ticket in the lottery that 's now drawing in the Federal City ; 
— if it should be his fortune to draw the Hotel, it will add to 
the pleasure I feel in giving it. 

We remained in Philadelphia until the 10th instant. — It 
was my wish to have continued there longer; but as Mrs. 
Washington was unwilling to leave me surrounded by the 
malignant fever which prevailed, I could not think of hazard- 
ing her, and the Children any longer by my continuance in 
the City, the house in which we lived being, in a manner 
blockaded, by the disorder, and was becoming every day more 
and more fatal ; I therefore came off with them on the above 
day and arrived at this place the 14th, without incountering 
the least accident on the road. 

You will learn from Mr. Greenleaf, that he has dipped 
deeply in the concerns of the Federal City. — I think he has 
done so on very advantageous terms for himself, and I am 
pleased with it notwithstanding on public ground; as it may 
give facility to the operations at that place, at the same time 
that it is embarking him and his friends in a measure which, 
although [it] could not well fail under any circumstances that 
are likely to happen, may be considerably promoted by men 
of Spirit with large Capitals. He can, so much better than I, 
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detail his engagements & the situation of things in and about 
the City, that I shall not attempt to do it at present. 



L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 87. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
Dec 1 1793 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 3d. of last Month came to me by the 
Post of yesterday with the George Town mark of the 27 of 
November. — what caused such a delay in forwarding it, you, 
better than I, can explain. — It is to be regretted, [for] the reason 
mentioned therein, that it did not come to hand sooner. — 

I shall not lose a Post in transmitting the enclosed order to 
you & wish it may be in time to produce the desired effect, at 
the Treasury of Virginia. — 

I am glad to hear your prospect with the Banks will enable 
you to look forward, with well grounded hope of another vigor- 
ous operation next year, without depending upon the offers of 
Dutch Capitalists — I hope, and expect, that all things will 
work well. — With great, & very sincere esteem & regard I am 
Gentlemen, Yours, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 88. 

To Daniel Carroll. 

Philadelphia 
Dec 16 1793 
Dear Sir, 

I have been favored with your letter of the 9th. & sample of 
free stone from my Quarry, sent by Mr Hoban, for which I 
thank you both ; — and should be obliged to him for informa- 
tion of the spot from whence it was taken. — I always knew, 
that the River banks from my spring house, to the Ferry for- 
merly kept by Captn. Posey, were almost an entire bed of free 
stone ; but I had conceived before the late sample came to hand, 
that it was of a very soft nature. — 
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As the quantity, from outward appearances is, in a manner 
inexhaustable ; I should have no objections to an investigation 
of the Banks by skilful, and orderly people ; as the public as 
well as myself might be benefited by the discovery of a quarry 
of good stone so near the Federal City. — 

Mr Greenleaf is, I presume, with you, he left this City for 
George Town on Friday last — he has a plan for the disposal of 
lots, & building thereon; to which he expressed a wish to re- 
ceive the sanction of my opinion : I told him, my wish was that 
all matters of that sort should come to me through the Com- 
missioners; and was approved by them (after the considera- 
tion which I know would be given to any proposition which 
seemed to have a tendency to advance the growth of the City) 
would certainly not be discountenanced by me. — A similar 
answer I gave to a suggestion respecting the site for the Hos- 
pital in the City : which he seemed desirous of giving grounds 
out of the City in exchange for. — My motive for hinting these 
things to you, in this manner, is that you may understand pre- 
cisely what passed between us on these Subjects. — For some 
reasons which he assigned he thought a Hospital in the bosom 
of the City improper and dangerous. — I am inclined to that 
opinion, but really, as I told him, did not recollect that it had 
been so intended. — I remain in haste Yours &c. 

L. C. Letter Book 14, p. 92. 

To David Stuart. 

Philadelphia 
Jany. 20 1794. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 6th instant came duly to hand. — As you 
appear to have taken a final determination, I oan say nothing 
more on the subject of its disclosure than that it would have 
been pleasing to me, if it had been convenient to yourselves, 
that those who began should have compleated the work; and 
not to have left the harvest of your labours to be reaped by 
others. — 

As you are better acquainted than I am with characters in 



94 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

the vicinity of the federal City, and with those not so remote 
as to make an attendance there inconvenient. — Know also the 
connections of individuals in point of interest with the same. — 
& how far those connections ought to disqualify them for Com- 
missioners ; I would thank you for the names of such as in your 
Judgment are most likely to subserve the public purposes. — 
"Wishing as I do to make a good chois of successors, every aid 
I can derive towards the accomplishmant of it would be grate- 
fully received. 

Well qualified men might perhaps be had in George Town 
or among the Proprietors ; but how far there local, & perhaps 
jarring interests and views might render them unfit for the 
trust, being questionable, your opinion thereon would be agree- 
able to Dear Sir, Your Obedt. & Affect. Servt. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 93. 

To Thomas Johnson. 

Philadelphia, 
23 January, 1794. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 23 ult. came duly to hand. With regret 
I perceive your determination to withdraw from the Com- 
mission under which you have acted for executing the plan 
of the Federal City. — My wish was, and still is, if it could be 
made to comport with your convenience and inclination, that 
it should be changed, or at least suspended; for I should be 
sorry to see others (coming in at the eleventh hour as it were) 
reap the fruits of your difficult labors ; but if this cannot be, I 
would thank you for naming (which may be in confidence) 
such persons as you shall think best qualified to succeed you 
in this interesting and important business. — My limited ac- 
quaintance with convenient characters does not enable me to 
do it to my own satisfaction; and even among those, which 
might happen to present themselves to my view, there might be 
local circumstancs in the way, unknown to me which would 
render them ineligible in the opinion of the public ; for the im- 
partial execution of the trust reposed. Were it not for this 



Writings of Washington Relating to National Capital. 95 

I presume proper characters might be had in Georgetown, or 
among the Proprietors of the City, but how far their connec- 
tions or jarring interests therein may be a let to such appoint- 
ments is worthy of that consideration which you can so well 
appreciate for my information. 

With respect to Mr. Blodget I have not hesitated on former 
occasions to declare and I think to the Commissioners them- 
selves from the moment his conduct began to unfold itself, 
that his appointment did not in my judgment answer the end 
which had been comtemplated. — At first I was at loss how to 
account for a conduct so distant from any of the ideas I had 
entertained of the duties of a Superintendent, but it appears 
evidently enough now, that speculation has been his primary 
object from the beginning. 

My letters (if not to the Commissioners, to an individual 
member I am sure) when compared with the conduct of Mr. 
Blodget, will shew that he has in no wise answered my expec- 
tations as Superintendent for my ideas of these (in the exer- 
cise of a competent character, always on the spot with sufficient 
powers, and fully instructed) were, that it would render a 
meeting of the Commissioners oftener than quarterly, or half 
yearly, unnecessary in the ordinary course of the business; 
cases it is true might occur requiring occasional ones, but these, 
after the stated meetings were sufficiently promulgated, would 
very rarely happen. According to these ideas, fixing on a 
plan, giving the outlines of it, receiving the reports, inspect- 
ing the proceedings, examining the accounts, revising the in- 
structions or furnishing new ones at the periodical meetings is 
all that appeared to me necessary for the Commissioners to 
do ; leaving to the Superintendent, who ought to be competent 
thereto and responsible, the execution in detail. 

I wish you may have yet seen the worst detail in Mr. Blod- 
get 's conduct. Finding that he was determined to proceed 
in his second Lottery, notwithstanding the admonition that 
had been given him by the Commissioners ; — that he had actu- 
ally sold tickets in it — and for Georgia land; I directed the 
Secretary of State to inform him in explicit terms, that if he 
did not instantly suspend all further proceeding therein until 
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the sanction of the Commissioners should be unequivocally 
obtained, I would cause the unauthorized mode in which he 
was acting to be announced to the public, to guard it against 
imposition. In consequence he has set out, it is said, to wait 
upon them. If this be true, the result you must know. Little 
confidence, I fear, is placed in Mr. Blodget and least where he 
is best known. "With much truth, I remain. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 95. 

To Thomas Johnson. 

Philadelphia 
Feby. 23d. 1794. 
Bear Sir 

Your letter of the 6th. instant came safe, but not until it had 
laid many days in the Post Office at Frederick Town, by the 
mark thereon. 

Your consenting to remain longer in the Commission of the 
Federal District gave me much pleasure ; for although I have 
no doubt with respect to the accomplishment of the law (estab- 
lishing the permanent residence of Congress) nor of the execu- 
tion of the plan of the City, yet a great and sudden change 
of the Commissioners appointed to conduct the business is not 
likely, in my opinion to produce good, but on the contrary, 
evil consequences. I am unwilling therefore to hazard any- 
thing that can be avoided on this occasion, especially at a time 
when matters appear to be progressing fast to a favourable 
result. 

Notwithstanding your having agreed to act longer under the 
Commission than you had intended, there will nevertheless, be 
a vacancy occasioned by the resignation of Doctr. Stuart, from 
whose last letters I have no expectation of his remaining in 
office after your next meeting. With much esteem and re- 
gard, I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 148. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
14. March '94. 
Gentlemen, 

My object in giving you a sight of the enclosed letters from 
Mr. Ellicott, is merely to let you see the temper of, and tend- 
ency of his views; and what may be expected from his repre- 
sentations to others. — After reading the Letters be so good as 
to return them to me. 

In September last, after having purchased four lots in Car- 
rollsburgh (the doing of which was more the result of accident 
than premeditation) — and being unwilling from that circum- 
stance, it should be believed that I had a greater predilection 
to the southern, than I had to the northern part of the City, 
I proposed next day (the sale being continued) to buy a like 
number of Lots in Hamburgh, and accordingly designated the 
spot; but as little notice was taken of it then, & none since, 
that I have heard; and as the sales to Greenleaf and others 
may have thrown impediments in the way, I should be glad 
to know what my prospect is; adding that I am as ready to 
relinquish, as I was to imbibe the idea of this purchase. 

I had no desire at that time, nor have I any now, to stand 
on a different footing from every other purchaser. — It was, & 
certainly would be convenient for me to know if there is a 
probability of my being accomodated agreeably to the enclosed 
from Mr. Blodget; — first, because the means of payment are 
to be provided : — and secondly, because my object in fixing on 
the spot there mentioned, is to build thereon, when I can make 
it convenient; — provided the area described by him can be 
obtained — for less would not subserve my purpose. 

Whenever deeds to others issue, be so good as to direct those 
for the Lots I have bought on the Eastern branch to be for- 
warded to me. With great esteem & regard I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 149. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
April 11th. 1794. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 23d. ulto. came duly to hand, but as you 
did not expect to meet again until the 12th. instant, I have 
accordingly postponed my reply to the contents 'till now. — 

I am sensible that the No. East quarter of square No. 21, 12 
is subject to the disadvantages of a North & East front (not 
desirable I confess) — but these are more than counterpoised 
in my estimation by the formation of the ground; which, 
though expensive to improve, on account of a steep declivity 
on the other two sides, can never (if a quarter of a square is 
taken & improved) have the view from it obscured by build- 
ings on the adjoining lots. — I was on the ground, & examined 
it in company with Mr. Blodget during the sale in September 
last; & after comparing the advantages & disadvantages, re- 
solved to fix on that spot, if a quarter of the square could be 
obtained & the price not run upon me beyond the usual sales ; 
for doing which there could be no just cause; for as I have 
observed before, it is not less than the area mentioned that 
would secure my object — & to improve it would be expensive 
from the shape of the ground. — If, after this explanation, I 
can be accomodated without involving inconveniences, I wou'd 
rather the matter should be fixed now than delayed to a 
future period — first, because I had rather be upon a certainty 
(one way or other) than remain in doubt; and 2dly. be- 
cause it wou'd be convenient to know, whether there would 
be a call, for some money I expect to receive in a few days, 
for that purpose, — or that I might apply it to some other. — 

I was not unmindful of your communication respecting 
Ma jr. Eivardi; but unluckily the Secretary of State mistook 
(as I have lately discovered) the purport of my direction on 

12 In the Spring of 1794 President Washington bought from the Com- 
missioners, at the current prices, the west half of Square 21 bounded by 
25th, 26th, D and E Sts., N. W., and the following year he bought the 
other half. 
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that head. — It was that your employing the Major for the pur- 
poses designated, would be perfectly agreeable to me if you 
were satisfied with his character, & that he had abilities ade- 
quate to the undertaking; that he was an entire stranger to 
me ; and that I had rather you should pursue your own judg- 
ment in, than be prompted to a choice by me. He understood 
these sentiments as applying to the measure (of the utility & 
indeed necessity of which, I had no doubt) & not to the man. 
Hence the mistake has happened ; nor should I have discovered 
it, had not our late enquiry for engineers brought to view that 
nothing had been concluded between you & Major Rivardi. — 
The employment as engineer may occupy him three or four 
months. The fortifications at Baltimore, Alexandria & Nor- 
folk were assigned to him that you might be able to judge 
whether under these circumstances it would be best to adhere 
to the Major, or employ M. Vermanet or any other. 

Your more perfect knowledge of the business, & of the situa- 
tion of things than I possess, will direct you better than any 
advice I could give; for in truth I have little knowledge of 
characters proper for such surveying, levelling &c. as the City 
requires: — and besides, I have been unfortunate hitherto in 
those whom I have been instrumental in bringing forward for 
the subordinate offices in the City. — 

Mr. Greenleaf is here, & told me on tuesday last that he 
should set out for George town on yesterday or today ; but if 
he does not call upon me before eleven o'clock (post hour) 
this letter will go by the Mail. "With very great esteem & 
regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 152. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia. 
27th. April 1794. 
Gentlemen, 

The post of yesterday brought me your favor of the 23d. 
inst. 
I am obliged to you for the early attention which you have 
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given to the request contained in my letter of the eleventh 
preceeding. — and I am perfectly well satisfied with the price 
you have affixed on the Lot I have obtained. 

If it be necessary for me to decide at this moment, whether 
I will avail myself of the offer you have made me of the North 
West quarter of the same square, I shall answer in the affirma- 
tive; but it would be more agreeable to me (if no inconveni- 
ence would result from delay) to suspend my determination 
until I could examine & form my plan on the spot ; for as it is 
for the purpose of improvement I fix on that site, whensoever 
my finances will enable me, I should like to see in what manner 
this can be done most advantageously. — Had the So. East in- 
stead of the No. West quarter of this square fallen to the pub- 
lic, I should have embraced your offer with avidity; not that 
I think it of more intrinsic value than the other (if I recollect 
the ground rightly) — but because the hill declining that way 
also, it would have laid me entirely open to the south, and 
have given a fine exposure for a garden. — 

As soon after the rising of Congress as the business of the 
public will allow, I intend a visit to Mount Vernon for a few 
days, & if I knew the time appointed for your next meeting at 
Georgetown, a few days delay on my part, in order to meet you 
there, would be attended with no inconvenience to me. 

Your Letter to Messrs. Harrison & Taylor was sent to them 
as soon as I had read it. I sincerely wish you were rid of 
that business to your entire satisfaction : — I fear however you 
will have some trouble in it, before this happens. — 

I shall not at this time, enter upon the subject of the letter 
written to me by Mr. Johnson & Dr. Stuart, farther than to 
express my wish that they would remain in office until August, 
if it can be made to comport with their convenience. The 
reasons for this shall be assigned when we meet, or in another 
letter if this is not likely to happen soon. — With very great 
esteem & regard I am, &c. 
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Ford. 

To Tobias Lear, England. 

Philadelphia, 
6 May, 1794. 



Often through the medium of Mr. Langdon we hear of your 
son Lincoln and with pleasure that he continues to be the 
healthy and sprightly child he always was. He declared if 
his ticket should turn up a prize he would go and live in the 
Federal City. He did not consider, poor little fellow, that 
some of the prizes would hardly build him a baby house, nor 
foresee that one of these was to fall to his lot, having drawn 
ten dolls, only. Mr. Bl — t's [Blodget's] agency in this lottery 
will it is feared, be more productive of thorns than roses; the 
matter is not yet wound up and the Commissioners appear to 
be uneasy. In all other respects matters, as far as the ac- 
counts of them have come to my knowledge, are going well. 



L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 154. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philada. 
June 1st. 1794. 
Gentlemen, 

I had hope, & at one time strong expectations, that Con- 
gress wou'd have closed their session before this, & that other 
matters would have permitted my proposed visit to Mount 
Vernon about the time of your meeting in the federal City, 
which, by a letter from Mr. Carroll, I understood was ap- 
pointed to be on the fifth of this month. 

In this expectation I have been disappointed. Congress are 
still in session, & it is not clear to me that they will rise this 
week. — After which, business of a public nature may, & prob- 
ably will detain me in this city some days. This being the 
case, I decide now to take the No West quarter of square 21 
(offered to me in your letter of the 23d. of April) — and pre- 
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suming it was meant I should pay the same for this, as for the 
no East quarter, I enclose 266 Dollars ; being the amount of the 
first payment for both. 

For the reasons mentioned to you in my letter of the 27th 
of April, I should have been better pleased if I could have got 
the So East in place of the No. "West quarter of this square; 
& if you could, conveniently & with propriety (for I do not 
know to whom it belongs or under what circumstances it is) 
make the exchange, or obtain it by purchase at or about the 
price of the others, it would oblige me. — If by purchase, I 
mean notwithstanding to retain the No. West quarter also. In 
short, it being my purpose to build on this square, if by some 
arrangements which I have in contemplation, I can obtain the 
means, I should have no objection, but on the contrary wou'd 
wish, to possess myself of the whole Square, that I might have 
space enough for my plan, be the design of it what it may. 

Not being without hope that I may yet see you before 
August, I shall not in this letter, more than in my former of 
the 27th. of April, touch the subject which was then post- 
poned. With great esteem & regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 107. 

To Thomas Johnson. 

Mount Vernon. 
June 27th, 1794. 
Bear Sir, 

I regret not having met you at the Federal City as I passed 
through on my way home ; and was concerned for the cause of 
the disappointment. 

I have made no choice yet of persons to supply the places 
of yourself and Doctr. Stuart, as Commissioners of the Federal 
City ; nor in truth, do I know on whom to fix, for this purpose 
at this stage of the business and under existing circumstances. 

Mr. Greenleaf gave me some reasons to believe that you were 
about to become a resident of the Federal City. — I was pleased 
therewith, because it created a hope (that if this should 
happen) that you might find it convenient to remain in your 
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present Office; and because experience has shewn the expedi- 
ency of the Commissioners, or one of them at least residing on 
the spot. 

It is too much, I am satisfied, to expect such attendance and 
services as they have rendered, for their present allowance; 
nor was it ever intended by me to impose so much on them 
for such compensation. My ideas (as my letters will shew) 
always were that it was the part of a Superintendant to per- 
form w T hat has been done by the Commissioners. — But I see a 
greater difficulty since the trials that have been made, than I 
did before in getting a man adequate to this business; and 
therefore some change in the system seems indispensable. 

I cannot however think of making any material change in 
it without placing it at the option of yourself and Doctr. 
Stuart, to avail yourselves thereof although he seems resolved 
from the last conversation I had with him against continuing 
at any rate; but suggested an idea which strikes me at first 
sight favorably, if the Law (which I have not by me to consult 
nor would wish to bring before Congress for amendment) 
would satisfy the measure. It is, that one of the Commission- 
ers (who shall be obliged to reside in the City) shall be the 
acting person; and be well paid for his superintendance and 
the particular attention he shall give to the business — that at 
stated periods, or as occasion might require the other two, 
whether of the City or country should attend and be compen- 
sated by the day or otherwise according to the trouble or ex- 
tent of their services. — In this case the funds might afford 
adequate compensation for the actual services — and in this 
case also it would be gratifying to me and I dare say to others 
if you would be the resident Commissioner and Superintend- 
ant. — I see but one thing that can be suggested as an objec- 
tion to such a system, and that is blending the Offices of Com- 
missioner and Superintendant in the same person — but I can 
see many advantages that w T ould result from it in the hands of 
a competent character, on the spot. 

If this plan cannot be adopted some other and better allow- 
ance than the present must be made to the three, all or some 
of whom, must reside in the City — But to allow £600. pr 
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annum to each is more I conceive than would meet approba- 
tion, although it might not be more than they deserved. 

I would thank you for your full and candid sentiments upon 
the several parts of this letter and as soon as convenient. If 
I am able from the wrench I got at the lower Falls on Satur- 
day last, to travel I shall set out for Philadelphia on thursday 
next, you will be pleased therefore to direct to me here, or 
there according to the time you may receive this letter I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 111. 

An Act of the Commissioners of the City of Washington. 

"Whereas by the seventh Article of the terms and conditions 
declared by the President of the United States the 17 day of 
October 1791 for regulating the materials and manner of the 
buildings and improvements on the Lots in the City of Wash- 
ington it is provided; " That no vaults shall be permitted 
under the Streets, nor any encroachments on the footway 
above the steps, stoops, porches, cellar-doors, windows, ditches, 
or leaning walls; nor shall there be any projection over the 
Street, other than the eves of the houses, without the consent 
of the Commissioners." 

And it is thought that allowing areas or ditches of five feet 
in breadth, cut in the Street and secured by a good wall raised 
one foot above the surface, and having neat iron pallisading of 
the heighth of 4 feet on the centre of the wall and joining to 
the steps into the doors of the houses, would tend to the con- 
venience and safety of the inhabitants and their property, and 
add to the beauty of the City. 

Therefore so much and so much only of the said seventh 
Article is hereby dispensed with as will allow and permit such 
areas or ditches to be made, walled on the Street side with 
good stone walls at least eighteen inches thick, of the heighth 
and pallisaded with iron as aforesaid on the centre of the wall, 
leaving five feet between the line of the Street and the pallisad- 
ing and such areas or ditches are hereby permitted and allowed 
to be made so that the same be finished within one year from 
the cutting out the same. But if the same shall not be so com- 
pleted within that time, then the owner of the house shall fill 
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the same up, or the same may be done by the Commissioners, 
or others by their order. 

Danl. Carroll | 
[signed] Dd. Stuart I Commrs. 

Thos, JohnsonJ 
July 7th, 1794. 

Approved July 15, 1794. 

[signed] Go. Washington. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 156. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philada. 
July 23d. 1794. 
Gentlemen, 

I have subscribed to the alteration in the seventh article of 
the " Terms & conditions declared on the 7th. day of October 
1791 for regulating the material & manner of the buildings & 
improvements on the Lots in the City of Washington, ' ' & now 
enclose it to you. I wish however you had declared that so 
much of the stone walls, on which the railing in the streets is 
to be placed, as shall appear above the pavement (or surface 
of the ground before it is paved) should be of free stone 
hewed. The presumption I grant is, that no person who would 
go to the expense of an iron railing on a wall, would fix it on 
rough stone; still the altered article does not prohibit the 
measure — and as it is better to prevent disputes than to en- 
counter them, the insertion of a word or two may obviate a plea 
that a good wall may be composed of foundation stone equally 
with any other stone. 

As your seperate certificate of my purchase of lot No. 4 is 
comprehended in the last which you sent me, with No 1, I re- 
turn it as useless to me, & proper for you to repossess. I 
am, &c. 



106 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 113. 

To Thos. S. Lee. 13 

[Private.] 

Philadelphia 
July 25 1794 
Bear Sir 

This letter will accompany an official one from the Secretary 
of State written to you by my desire. It is unnecessary there- 
fore for me to repeat what is contained in his letter; but I 
shall express with frankness a wish that it may comport with 
your convenience to accept the proffered appointment pro- 
vided your health, inclination and habit, would enable you to 
discharge the duties of the Office with activity. 

Experience has evinced the propriety — indeed the indis- 
pensible necessity — that the Commissioners of the Federal Dis- 
trict should reside within the City, or so near to it, as by a 
daily attendance to see that everything moves with regularity, 
ecomomy and dispatch. — The year 1800 is approaching by 
hasty strides ; equally so ought the public buildings to advance 
towards completion. The prospect before them, it must be 
confessed, is flattering ; — the crisis, nevertheless, is as delicate 
as it is important. The places of these gentlemen who are 
retiring from Office must be filled with others, of respectability 
and decision. 

For these, and other reasons, the enumeration of which 
would be more fit for oral than written details, I have con- 
templated you and Mr. Potts of Frederick Town (to whom 
the Secretary of State now writes) as the Successors of Mr. 
Johnson and Doctr. Stuart ; and to hear that the offer is ac- 
cepted, would give me pleasure. — If this be the case, I shall 
have many opportunities of filling up the outlines of the com- 
munication ; — if it should not, I have said more than necessary, 
already. 

Candor, how T ever, requires I should add, that the inducement 
to giving Salaries to the Commissioners, is, that they should 
live in the City, or borders of it; and, by doing so, and an 

is Thomas Sim Lee had been governor of Maryland and also promi- 
nent in public affairs during the Eevolution. 
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arrangement among themselves, the necessity, and of course the 
expence of employing a general superintendant of the business, 
may be avoided. 

It has been suggested, and I believe with propriety, that one 
of the commissioners ought to be well read in law. This 
among other inducements, has brought Mr. Potts more im- 
mediately into my view. — The nonresidence of the Commis- 
sioners in the City, has, I am persuaded, been attended with 
many disadvantages; and has been the source of those un- 
pleasant disputes between them and the proprietors ; the Sup- 
erintendants ; their Workmen ; &c. &c. — Their periodical meet- 
ings, and intermediate calls, although extremely fatiguing, 
and oftentimes very inconvenient, have not answered all the 
purposes of their appointment. — A primary one being, that of 
seeing their own regulations, and orders, executed in the time 
manner, and spirit they were conceived, another, hardly 
second to the first, is, that by being always on the spot, they 
are at hand to embrace offers, and to avail themselves of op- 
portunities which frequently present, but will not wait, not 
only to purchase materials and to engage artizans, but to 
interest foreigners and strangers who may view the City, in 
the purchase of Lots, but who, otherwise know not where to 
apply; and are unwilling to remain until the stated meetings 
shall revolve; and equally so to call a special one. — With 
very great esteem and regard, I am, &c. 

Letters & Recollections of George Washington, p. 70. 

To Tobias Lear. 

German Town, 
August 28th, 1794. 
My dear Sir, 

It gave me very sincere pleasure to find by your letter of the 
22d. inst. (which by the by — did not come to my hands 'till the 
evening of the 26th. not in time enough to acknowledge the 
receipt of it by the Post of next day) that you had arrived 
in good health at George Town, with a valuable Cargo, of 
Goods, and that you had arranged your business to your satis- 
faction in England, Scotland, & Holland. When you shall 
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have arranged your business at George Town, and business or 
inclination may turn your face towards the Eastwards, it will 
be unnecessary to add that to see you would make this family 
happy; and with a little roughing on your part, you could be 
accommodated therein. 
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To Tobias Lear. 

German Town 
28th. Augt. 1794. 
Dear Sir, 

Mr. Johnson & Doctr. Stuart having resolved to withdraw 
themselves as Commissioners of the Federal City, and not to 
act after the meeting which is proposed to be held on the 
15th. of next month, it has become [necessary] to appoint two 
others in their places. — One of whom, it is said, ought to 
possess a considerable stock of legal abilities as cases are fre- 
quently occuring to render Law knowledge necessary for the 
purposes of deciding on points depending thereon as for the 
draughting of agreements and other instruments which are 
requisite in the progress of the business. — 

Mr. Scott (at present of Baltimore) a gentleman eminent in 
the profession of the Law, a man of character & fortune, and 
one who has the welfare of the new City, much at heart has 
been applied to and accepts the appointed trust. — And if it is 
convenient and agreeable to you to accept also the Commis- 
sion will be again completed and the business go on without 
interruption from and after the ensuing meeting as before. — 

It has been found from experience, indispensibly necessary 
that the Commissioners should reside in the City (in George 
Town would be tantamount) and devote, by some arrangement 
amongst themselves, much of their time to the multitudinous 
concerns of the same — thereby superceeding the necessity of 
employing a superintendent. — As the rendering of such duties 
are not to be expected on the terms the late Commissioners 
served (and two of them decline it under any terms) I have 
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fixed the salary for each at sixteen hundred dollars pr. 
annum. — 

Were it not that I am unwilling to add anything that might 
carry with it the appearance of influencing your judgment in 
the decision you are called upon to make in this case, I should 
have expressed a wish that it might be found convenient to 
you to accept the appointment. If, however, you should find 
it incompatible with your other plans & views, and decline the 
acceptance — I pray you to let me know, as far as you may be 
able to discover, in how respectable a light Doctr. Thornton 
stands, or would be considered by the Proprietors of the Fed- 
eral City (amongst whom he spent some time in the month of 
July last). — The Doctr. is sensible, and indefatigable I am 
told, in the execution of whatever he engages ; — To which may 
be added his taste for architecture, but being little known 
doubts arise on that head. — If (in case of your non-accept- 
ance) any other person or persons shd. occur to you as fit 
for this business, be so good as to mention (under the rose) 
their names to me. — The appointment is neccessary, and can 
be delayed no longer. — With very great esteem & regard I 
am, &c. 
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To John Adams, Vice President 

Saturday, 15 November, 1794. 
Dear Sir, 

I have not been able to give the papers herewith enclosed 
more than a hasty reading; returning them, without delay, 
that you may offer the perusal of them to whomsoever you 
shall think proper. 

The picture drawn in them, of the Genevese, is really in- 
teresting and affecting. The proposition of transplanting the 
members, entire, of the University of that place to America, 
with the requisition of means to establish the same, and to be 
accompanied by a considerable emigration is important; re- 
quiring more consideration, than, under the circumstances of 
the moment I am able to bestow on it. 
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That a National University 14 in this country is a thing to 
be desired, has always been my decided opinion; and the ap- 
propriation of ground and funds for it in the Federal City, 
have long been contemplated and talked of; but how far ma- 
tured, or how far the transplanting of an entire Seminary of 
Foreigners, who may not understand our Language, can be 
assimilated therein is more than I am prepared to give an 
opinion upon — or indeed how T far funds in either case are 
attainable. 

My opinion with respect to emigration, is, that except of 
useful mechanics and some particular descriptions of men or 
professions, there is no need of encouragement, while the 
policy or advantage of its taking place in a body (I mean the 
settling of them in a body) may be much questioned; for, by 
so doing, they retain the Language, habits and principles 
(good or bad) w T hich they bring with them — Whereas by an 
intermixture with our people, they, or their descendants, get 
assimilated to our customs, measures and laws: — in a w r ord, 
soon become one of our people. 

I shall, at any leisure hour, after the Session is fairly 
opened, have pleasure in a full and free conversation with you 
on this subject. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 122. 

To the Commissioners of the Federal City. 

Philadelphia 
Nov 27 1794 
Gentlemen 

The enclosed letter was put into my hands last night. The 
writer of it is a gentleman of Character and known I believe 
by some of you. Whether such a professional character as 
Mr. Hatfield 15 is described to be is wanting for the public 
purposes in the City is with you to decide. I mean nothing 

14 In the constitutional convention, James Madison suggested the 
establishment of a national university. 

is George Hadfield, an architect from England, succeeded Stephen Hal- 
let as superintendent of the Capitol building, serving from Oct. 15, 1795, 
to June, 1798. 
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more than to transmit the information the letter contains. 
In any event the writer of or the Gentleman to whom the 
letter is directed might wish to know your sentiments on the 
subject thereof. I am Gentlemen, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 281. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia 
Deer. 12th. 1794. 
My Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 5th. inst : and the receipt for the second 
payment of the lots 16 I purchased on the Eastern branch in 
the federal City, came duly to hand. — 

Mr. Jonathan Trumbull has once or twice asked me what 
reply the Commrs. of the Federal City have made to the letter 
of his brother John Trumbull — which I sent to them — be so 
good as to remind them, or either of them which you may first 
see of this matter. — I am yours affectly. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 84. 

To Edmund Randolph, Secretary of State. 

[Private.] 

Philadelphia, 
15 December, 1794. 
Dear Sir, 

For the reasons mentioned to you the other day, the Vir- 
ginia Assembly being in session and a plan on foot for estab- 
lishing a seminary of learning upon an extensive scale in the 
Federal City, it would oblige me if you and Mr. Madison 
would endeavour to mature the measures which will be proper 
for me to pursue in order to bring my designs into view as 
soon as you can make it convenient to yourselves. 

I do not know that the enclosed, or sentiments similar to 
them are proper to be engrafted in the communications which 

16 In the fall of 1793, six months before his purchase of lots in the 
western portion of the city, President Washington bought from the Com- 
missioners four lots in Square 667 extending through the square from 
1st St. between V and U Sts. southwest to the Anacostia. 
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are to be made to the legislature of Virginia or to the gentle- 
men who are named as trustees of the seminary which is pro- 
posed to be established in the Federal City but as it is an 
extract of what is contained in my Will on this subject, I send 
it merely for consideration. 

The shares in the different navigations are to be located and 
applied in the manner which has been the subject of conver- 
sation. Yours Affectionately, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 284. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia, 
Dec. 21st. 1794. 
My dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 17th. Inst. w T as received Yesterday, — and 
I am glad to find that an act of the Virginia Assembly has 
been obtained for prolonging the term for the completion of 
the inland navigation of the Potomac. The like I hope has 
been, or will be obtained, this Season, in the Assembly of 
Maryland. 

A good opportunity presenting itself on Thursday last, I 
embraced it to inquire of Mr. Morris if the Directors of that 
Company might entertain any hope of deriving aid from Mr. 
Weston's opinion, respecting the lock Seats at the great fall 
of that Eiver ; — his answer was, ' ' Mr. Weston, from some 
peculiar circumstances attending their own concerns, had 
been prevented from visiting that spot as was intended, but 
that he was now expected to be in this City in a few days (as 
I understood) when he would propose and urge his going 
thither." 

The plan of Mr. Claiborne's Engineer, as far as I under- 
stand it is to avoid locks altogether. The vessels are received 
into a Basket or Cradle, and let down by means of a laver 
and pullies; and raised again by Weights at the hinder ex- 
tremity of the laver, which works on an axis at the head of 
a substantial Post, fixed about the Center of the laver. On 
this principle but differently constructed, Mr. Greenleaf a 
few months ago shewed me a model, [of] the efficacy of which 
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he seemed to entertain the most exhalted opinion. My doubts 
of the utility of both arise, first from the insufficiency of any 
machinery of this sort to bear the weight of the Cradle when 
charged with Water & a loaded Boat therein ; and its aptness 
to get out of order by means thereof ; — Secondly I do not find 
they are in general use; — and thirdly — because if I recollect 
rightly — Mr. Weston has told me (but of this I am not cer- 
tain) that no method of raising and lowering boats had been 
found equal to that of locks — still, as I observed in my last, 
I should be for hearing the opinions & explanations of any and 
every scientific and practical character that could be easily got 
at, on the subject: — & therefore would hear Claiborne's Engi- 
neer as well as Mr. Weston; — especially as he professes to be 
particularly well skilled in the application of steam, in pro- 
pelling Boats (in an easy and cheap manner) against the 
Stream; — and in conducting of Water to Cities, or for any 
other purpose whatsoever. 



Ford. 

To Daniel Carroll. 

Philadelphia, 
7 January, 1795. 
Dear Sir, 

You will consider this letter as coming from me in my pri- 
vate capacity, at the same time I do not object to the communi- 
cation of the sentiments to your colleagues in Office. 

You will recollect no doubt that I yielded my assent to Mr. 
Greenleaf 's first proposition to purchase a number of lots in 
the Federal City (aUlio' I thought the price he offered for 
them was too low) because matters at that time, seemed to be 
in a stagnant state, and something was necessary to put the 
wheels in motion again. To the second Sale 17 which was made 
to him, my repugnance w r as greater, in as much as the neces- 
sity for making it was not so apparent to my view — and be- 

17 In the second sale of lots to Mr. Greenleaf, Eobert Morris the 
financier of the Revolution and John Nicholson a leading Pennsylvania 
state official were openly associated with him. The number of lots of 
the first agreement was doubled and the price agreed upon for the whole 
was nearly half a million of dollars. 
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cause another thing had become quite evident — Viz: that he 
was speculating deeply — was aiming to monopolize deeply and 
was thereby laying the foundation of immense profit to him- 
self and those with whom he was concerned. 

Viewing the matter in this light, you will readily perceive, 
at the first glance, how much my sentiments are opposed to 
any more large sales, if there be any other resource by which 
money can be obtained to carry on your operations. 

The sum which will be necessary to compleat the public 
buildings and other improvements in the City, is very consider- 
able. You have already, if I mistake not, disposed of more 
than a moiety of the Lots which appertain to the Public ; and 
I fear not a fourth part of the Money necessary for that pur- 
pose, is yet provided. The persons to whom you have sold are 
reselling to others (subjecting them to the conditions to which 
they are made liable themselves) and this they are doing to an 
immense profit. Lately, a Gentleman from England, has 
paid, or is to pay £50,000 for 500 Lots. — Will it not be asked, 
why are speculators to pocket so much money? Are not the 
Commissioners as competent to make bargains? 

The business, I conceive, is now fairly on its legs — to sell 
therefore by wholesale faster than is indispensably necessary 
to keep the machine in proper motion will, probably (as prop- 
erty is rising there), be deemed impolitic. And to part with 
the legal title to the lots (especially in large sales of them) on 
personal security, may be hazarding more than prudence will 
warrant. 

For a variety of reasons, unnecessary to be enumerated, tho' 
some of them are very important, I could wish to see the force 
of your means directed toward the capitol in preference to the 
other public buildings. With great esteem, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 157. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
28 January, 1795. 
Gentlemen, 

A plan for the establishment of an University in the Federal 
City has frequently been the subject of conversation; but, 
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in what manner it is proposed to commence this important in- 
stitution, on how extensive a scale, the means by which it is 
to be effected, how it is to be supported, or what progress is 
made in it, are matters altogether unknown to me. 

It has always been a source of serious reflection and sin- 
cere regret with me, that the youth of the United States should 
be sent to foreign countries for the purpose of education. 
Although there are doubtless many, under these circumstances, 
who escape the danger of contracting principles unfriendly 
to republican government, yet we ought to deprecate the 
hazard attending ardent and susceptible minds, from being 
too strongly and too early prepossessed in favor of other polit- 
ical systems, before they are capable of appreciating their own. 

For this reason I have greatly wished to see a plan adopted, 
by which the arts, sciences, and belles-lettres could be taught 
in their fullest extent ; thereby embracing all the advantages 
of European tuition, with the means of acquiring the liberal 
knowledge, which is necessary to qualify our citizens for the 
exigencies of public as well as private life; and (which with 
me is a consideration of great magnitude) by assembling the 
youth from the different parts of this rising Republic, contrib- 
uting from their intercourse and interchange of information 
to the removal of prejudices, which might perhaps sometimes 
arise from local circumstances. 

The Federal City, from its centrality and the advantages, 
which in other respects it must have over any other place in 
the United States, ought to be preferred, as a proper site for 
such an University. And if a plan can be adopted upon a 
scale as extensive as I have described, and the execution of it 
should commence under favorable auspices in a reasonable 
time, with a fair prospect of success, I will grant, in perpe- 
tuity, fifty shares in the navigation of Potomac River towards 
the endowment of it. 

"What annuity will arise from these fifty shares when the 
navigation is in full operation, can at this time be only con- 
jectured; and those, who are acquainted with the nature of it, 
can form as good a judgment as myself. 

As the design of this University has assumed no form with 
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which I am acquainted, and as I am equally ignorant who the 
persons are, that have taken or are disposed to take the matura- 
tion of the plan upon themselves, I have been at a loss to 
whom I should make this communication of my intentions. 
If the Commissioners of the Federal City have any particular 
agency in bringing the matter forward, then the information, 
I now give to them, is in its proper course. If, on the other 
hand, they have no more to do in it than others, who may be 
desirous of seeing so important a measure carried into effect, 
they will be so good as to excuse my using them as the medium 
for disclosing these intentions; because it appears necessary, 
that the funds for the establishment and support of the Insti- 
tution should be known to the promotors of it; and I see no 
mode more eligible for announcing my purpose. For these 
reasons, I give you the trouble of this address, and the assur- 
ance of being, Gentlemen, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 304. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia 
March 4th, 1795. 
My dear Sir 

Your favor of the 23d. ulto. came duly to hand. — . . . 

An unlucky dispute has or is likely to happen I find, be- 
tween the present Commissioners and Mr. Johnson (one of 
the old set). These things under any view in which they can 
be placed are extremely unpleasant and are rendered more so 
when they are brought before me. — The points in dispute have 
not come before me in detail; the main one I am told is 
whether the lots, 18 adjoining Rock Creek above the stone 
bridge come under the description of Water lots; and would 
be so construed in the contract between the former Commis- 
sioner & Mr. Greenleaf . — From what I have learnt, it is a ques- 
tion of some magnitude, inasmuch as establishing a principle, 
applicable to the case, will have an extensive effect in favor of, 

is The following spring, after his retirement from the board of city 
commissioners in Aug., 1794, Thomas Johnson bought from the commis- 
sioners six lots in Square 4 at the southwest corner of 26th and L Sts. 
northwest. 
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or adverse to the public property in the City. This being 
the case, let me ask you, to collect the sentiments of the judici- 
ous about you, in the city and in George Town, as far as it is 
to be drawn from casual (at least not from forced) conversa- 
tions, respecting the dispute, & to inform me thereof. — 

You will readily perceive that it is for my own & privet 
information my request to you proceeds; — both the request 
and the answer to it will, of course be confined to ourselves. — 
"With affection and regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 132. 

To Thos. Johnson. 

Philadelphia 
March 6. 1795 
Dear Sir, 

About the 20th. of last month I received a letter from you 
dated at George Town the 12th of Jany. but which I presume 
ought to have been dated the 12th. of February. 

It came to hand at the time when the Session of Congress 
was drawing to a close and of course when the business of it 
pressed upon me. — I therefore laid it aside to be acknowledged 
by Mr. Potts, but missing that opportunity I was about to do it 
by Post, when your other favor of the 28th. ultimo came to 
hand. 

It is with great regret I found by both, that a difference had 
arisen between the Commissioners and yourself; the precise 
nature of which I have only a general knowledge. — No opinion 
of mine, on the nature of it, has yet been given; — nor, if it 
respects property, or the construction of a contract, may there 
be a propriety in my doing it. — Sincerely do I wish however 
that this dispute had not arisen ; as sincerely that it could be 
amicably adjusted upon principles of strict justice. 

To say precisely when I shall be in the Federal City, on my 
way to Mount Vernon (for a very short stay) is more than I 
am able, but it is more likely to happen between the 10th. and 
15th. of April than at any other time I could name at 
present. — 

Mr. Carroll has intimated his intention of relinquishing his 
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present Post. — To fill it with a well qualified character in its 
various relations and duties, is of high importance to the wel- 
fare of the City. — But where is this Character to be found?. 
Doctr. Stuart has named one, who in his opinion, would an- 
swer well ; but I stand committed to none, nor for none, — nor 
shall I before I visit the City (if this shall happen in the time 
that is expected). If any person or persons should have 
come within your view, I should be grateful for their names ; 
— and the sooner I receive them the better, that I may have a 
little time for reflection and comparison altho' the subject 
may be more fully debated upon when (from what you have 
written) I may hope and shall expect to meet you in George 
Town — at which time many other matters respecting the 
Federal City may be travelled over. — That both of us wish it 
well there can be no doubt ; — and that justice will be rendered 
to your exertions to bring it to what it now is, and your 
future endeavours to promote its growth, and to raise its im- 
portance, I have as little hesitation in declaring. — With very 
great esteem and regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 90. 

To Thomas Jefferson. 

Philada, 
15th March, 1795. 
Dear Sir, 

I received your letter of the 23d ultimo ; but not at so early 
a period as might have been expected from the date of it. 

My mind has always been more disposed to apply the shares 
in the inland navigation of Potomac and James Rivers, (which 
were left to my disposal by the legislature of Virginia) towards 
the endowment of an University in the United States, than to 
any other object it had contemplated. In pursuance of this 
idea, and understanding that other means are in embryo for 
establishing so useful a seminary in the Federal City, I did, 
on the 28th of January last, announce to the Commissioners 
thereof my intention of vesting in perpetuity, the fifty shares 
I hold under that act, in the navigation of Potomac, as an 
additional mean of carrying the plan into effect, provided it 
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should be adopted upon a scale so liberal as to extend to and 
embrace a complete system of education. 

I had little hesitation in giving the Federal City a prefer- 
ence of all the places for the institution, for the following 
reasons. 1st On account of its being the permanent seat of 
the Government of this Union, and where the laws and policy 
of it must be better understood than in any local part thereof. 
2d, because of its centrality. 3d, because one half (or near 
it) of the District of Columbia is within the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, and the whole of the State not inconvenient 
thereto. 4th, because, as part of the endowment, it would be 
useful, but alone w r ould be inadequate to the end. 5th, be- 
cause many advantages, I conceive, would result from the 
jurisdiction, which the general Government will have over it, 
which no other spot would possess. And, lastly, as this sem- 
inary is contemplated for the completion of education and 
study of the sciences, (not for boys in their rudiments,) it will 
afford the students an opportunity of attending the debates in 
Congress, and thereby becoming more liberally and better 
acquainted with the principles of law and government. 

My judgment and my wishes point equally strong to the 
application of the James River shares to the same object at the 
same place; but, considering the source from whence they 
were derived, I have, in a letter I am writing to the Executive 
of Virginia on this subject, left the application of them to a 
seminary within the State, to be located by the Legislature. 

Hence you will perceive, that I have in a degree anticipated 
your proposition. I was restrained from going the whole 
length of the suggestion by the following considerations. 1st, 
I did not know to what extent, or when any plan would be so 
matured for the establishment of an University, as would 
enable any assurances to be given to the application of M. 
D'lvernois. 19 2d, the propriety of transplanting the profes- 
sors in a body might be questioned for several reasons ; among 
others, because they might not all be good characters, nor all 
sufficiently acquainted with our language : and again, having 

19 The plan proposed through Jefferson to Washington was to bring 
to this country the entire faculty of the university at Geneva. 
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been at variance with the levelling party of their own country, 
the measure might be considered as an aristocratical move- 
ment by more than those, who, without any just cause that I 
can discover, are continually sounding the bell of aristocracy. 
And, 3d, because it might preclude some of the first professors 
in other countries from a participation, among whom some of 
the most celebrated characters in Scotland, in this line, might 
be obtained. 

Something, but of what nature I am unable to inform you, 
has been written by Mr. Adams to M. D 'Ivernois. Never hav- 
ing viewed my intended donation as more than a part of the 
means, that were to set this establishment afloat, I did not 
incline to go too far in the encouragement of professors, be- 
fore the plan should assume a more formal shape, much less 
to induce an entire college to migrate. The enclosed is the 
answer I have received from the commissioners; from which, 
and the ideas I have here expressed, you will be enabled to 
decide on the best communication to be made to M. D 'Ivernois. 

My letter to the commissioners has bound me to the fulfil- 
ment of what is therein engaged; and if the Legislature of 
Virginia, in considering the subject, should view it in the same 
light I do, the James River shares will be added thereto; for 
I think one good institution of this sort is to be preferred to 
two imperfect ones, which, without other aid than the shares 
in both navigations, is more likely to fall through, than to suc- 
ceed upon the plan I contemplate; which, in a few words, is 
to supersede the necessity of sending the youth of this country 
abroad for the purpose of education, (where too often prin- 
ciples and habits unfriendly to republican government are im- 
bibed, and not easily discarded,) by instituting such an one of 
our own, as will answer the end, and associating them in the 
same seminary, will contribute to wear off those prejudices and 
unreasonable jealousies, which prevent or weaken friendships 
and impair the harmony of the Union. With very great 
esteem, I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 95. 

To Eobert Brooke, Governor of Virginia. 

Philadelphia, 
16th March 1795. 
Sir, 

Ever since the General Assembly of Virginia were pleased 
to submit to my disposal fifty shares in the Potomack, and one 
hundred in the James River company, it has been my anxious 
desire to appropriate them to an object most worthy of public 
regard. 

It is with indescribable regret, that I have seen the youth 
of the United States migrating to foreign countries, in order 
to acquire the higher branches of erudition and to obtain a 
knowledge of the sciences. — Altho' it would be injustice to 
many to pronounce the certainty of their imbibing maxims 
not congenial with republicanism it must nevertheless be ad- 
mitted that a serious danger is encountered by sending abroad 
among other political systems those, who have not well learned 
the value of their own. 

The time is therefore come when a plan of universal edu- 
cation ought to be adopted in the United States. Not only 
do the exegencies of public and private life demand it ; but if 
it should ever be apprehended that prejudices would be en- 
tertained in one part of the Union against another; an effica- 
cious remedy will be, to assemble the youth of every part under 
such circumstances, as will, by the freedom of intercourse & 
collision of sentiment, give to their minds the direction of 
truth, philanthropy, and mutual conciliation. 

It has been represented, that a University corresponding 
with these ideas, is contemplated to be built in the federal 
city; and that it will receive considerable endowments. This 
position is so eligible from its centrality — so convenient to Vir- 
ginia, by whose legislature the shares were granted, and in 
which part of the Federal District stands — and combines so 
many other conveniences, that I have determined to vest the 
Potomack shares in that University. 

Presuming it to be more agreeable to the General Assembly 
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of Virginia, that the Shares in the James River company 
should be reserved for a similar object in some part of that 
State, I intend to allot them for a seminary to be erected at 
such place, as the wisdom of the Legislature shall deem most 
proper. — 

I am disposed to believe, that a Seminary of learning upon 
an enlarged plan, but yet not coming up to the full idea of an 
University, is an institution to be preferred for the position 
which is to be chosen. — The students who wish to pursue the 
whole range of science, may pass with advantage from the 
Seminary to the University ; and the former, by a due relation, 
may be rendered cooperative with the latter. — 

I cannot however dissemble my opinion, that if all the shares 
were conferred on an University, it would become far more im- 
portant than when they are divided; and I have been re- 
strained from concentering them in the same place, merely by 
my anxiety to reconcile a particular attention to Virginia, with 
a great good, in which she will abundantly share, in common 
with the rest of the United States. 

I must beg the favor of your Excellency to lay this letter 
before that honorable body, at their next session ; in order that 
I may appropriate the James River Shares to the place which 
they may prefer. — They will at the same time again accept my 
acknowledgments for the opportunity, with which they have 
favored me, of attempting to supply so important a desidera- 
tum in the United States as a University, adequate to our 
necessity, & a preparatory seminary. — With great considera- 
tion & respect I am Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 135. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
March 24th 1795 
Gentlemen 

As I may appear somewhat indecisive respecting square No. 
21 in the Federal City, I should not be surprised if you were 
at a loss to understand my meaning in that particular. 

The Commissioners on my application agreed to let me have 
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— first a quarter — then half — and finally the whole of that 
square. — My mind settled on the last ; but not being able (from 
the accident I met with) when I was at that place in June, 
to view the whole of it myself nor to obtain such accurate in- 
formation of the several parts, as respected the shape and 
acclevity of the hill — to ascertain which, was essential to my 
plan of Improvement; — I paid for no more than a moiety 
thereof. 

I have since recollected and indeed have been informed, that 
neither moiety will answer without the other for the purpose 
I contemplate — that is buildings and Gardens (when my means 
will enable me to encounter the expence) 

This being the case, I repeat my wish to possess the other 
moiety of the said square. — But if in your judgment, my 
delay has involved any inconvenience, or by paying for the 
half only, it argued a derilection of the whole, and fresh terms 
must be made you have only to name them ; for as I mean to 
do nothing wrong in this business myself it is not my wish, 
or desire, that you should do otherwise than right. 

I should be glad to hear from you on this subject as soon 
as it is convenient, because I shall have the needful to provide 
for the first payment ; — and I would take it with me about the 
middle of next month. When, if nothing unf orseen happens, I 
expect to be on my way to Mount Vernon, for a short stay. 
I am — Gentlemen, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 138. 

To Edward Carrington. 20 

(Private) 

Mount Vernon 
20th Apl. 1795 
Dear Sir, 

Although I have little reason to hope that, the offer I am 
going to make you will meet your approbation ; yet from full 
conviction in my mind, that no one could, or would discharge 

20 Edward Carrington was a native of Virginia, had served in the 
Kevolutionary War and represented his State for ten years in the Conti- 
nental Congress. 
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so important a trust with more energy and propriety than 
yourself, I am induced to make it. — It is of the highest con- 
sequence to this Union, and to the Sothern States in particular, 
that the public buildings in the Federal City (intended for 
the accomodation of Congress after the year 1800) and the 
other interests of that establishment should be pushed with 
vigor. — The execution of this business is entrusted by law 
to three Commissioners, under the direction of the President of 
the United States. The present Commission is composed of 
Messrs. Danl. Carroll, Gustavus Scott and Doctr. Thornton. — 
The first of whom, from age and infirmities, wishes to with- 
draw ; to fill his place with an energetic successor is not only 
very interesting to the public and difficult, but is also of much 
solicitude with me ; and, not being able to contemplate a char- 
acter who possesses such peculiar qualities for this Office as 
you do, I am induced (notwithstanding your declining lately 
to accept another appointment, and you must excuse me there- 
fore) to make you the offer of it: among other reasons, but of 
a secondary nature because, if you should refuse, to accept, I 
shall have the satisfaction of knowing that nothing, on my 
part, has been omitted to obtain a fit Character. 

On the score of Salary, the Office of a Commissioner of the 
Federal City, is not equal — being annually sixteen hundred 
Dollars only — to the one I have alluded to — but it is not an 
Office requiring the same confinement — and, perhaps, when 
compared with the expense of living in Philadelphia, and being 
nearer to your own estate (which in your former letter you 
observed required your attention) may have advantages which 
the other did not possess. 

I came to this place last night, to take a transient view of the 
situation of my private concerns in this quarter and my present 
intention is to leave it again, on my return to Philadelphia, 
on Monday next ; by the Post which arrives in Alexandria on 
that day, it would be satisfactory to me, sooner I presume it 
cannot be, to hear from you on the subject of this letter, if it 
be convenient to give one. I am, &c. 
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To Messrs. Scott and Thornton, Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
April 24 1795. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 20th. instant with its enclosures, came 
duly to hand. — The dispute between the Commissioners and 
Mr. Johnson having got into a course of legal adjudication, it 
is unnecessary for me to express any sentiment thereon. 

I regret that it could not have been settled without, as good 
rarely flows from disputes — evil often. 

I expect to be in George-Town on my way to Philadelphia on 
monday next, but at what hour I am unable, at this moment 
to fix. "With esteem and regard, I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 140. 

To Tristram Dalton. 21 

Mount Vernon 
April 24 1795 
Dear Sir, 

I have been favored with your letter of the 22d. instant. 
Previous to the receipt of which I had written to a Gentleman 
of this State (at a distance from hence) to know if he would 
accept the trust of being a Commissioner of the Federal City. 
— No answer has yet been received. 

Part of the District of Columbia being on the Virginia side 
of the Potomac — and the State having contributed towards 
the expence of the public buildings gives it an equitable pre- 
tention to furnish a Character therefrom. On this principle 
I have proceeded. "With esteem and regard, I am, &c. 

21 Tristram Dalton who had represented the State of Massachusetts in 
the Senate of the first Congress was at that time living in Washington. 
He was associated with Tobias Lear and James Greenleaf in the firm of 
Lear and Co. that established a general importing business. The head- 
quarters of the company was at the foot of G St. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 140. 

To Alexander White. 

George Town 
April 28 1795 
Dear Sir, 

Mr. Carroll, one of the Commissioners of the Federal City, 
from age, and the infirm State of his health; is desirous of 
quitting the employment. Permit me to ask if it would be 
agreeable to you to supply his place? The present salary is 
1600 dollars per annum. To discharge the duties properly, a 
residence in the City and close attention to the multifarious 
duties which occur in the execution of the trust is necessary. 

I shall not go more into detail until you signify your deter- 
mination on this head, which I pray you to do as soon as con- 
venient after the receipt of this letter as Mr. Carroll is anxious 
to retire. I am, &ca. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 141. 

To Mrs. Hallet. 

Philadelphia 
Madam, May 5 1795 

It is painful to me to receive the complaints of Mr. Hallet, 
through you. — It is more so, as I see no propriety in my inter- 
fering in the differences between the Commissioners and him. 
— The Commissioners are responsible to the public for con- 
ducting the public buildings, and other concerns of the Federal 
City. — In the discharge of this trust, they must pursue such 
means as in their judgment, are most conducive to the end. 

Why Mr. Hallet left the business in which he was employed 
by them; — or why he was discontinued, is better known, per- 
haps, to you, than it is to me. 

What assurances were given to Mr. Hallet to induce him to 
leave the business he was engaged in, at Philadelphia. — What 
that business was ; — What money he has received for his serv- 
ices ; — and what further sum he is entitled to ; are matters en- 
tirely unknown to me. — All I can do therefore is, to transmit 
the representation you have made of his case, to the Com- 
missioners, who are knowing of the facts; and can have no 
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interest in withholding justice, where it is due. — It is my sin- 
cere wish and desire, that it should be administered by them, 
to every one; and I have confidence that, having the power, 
inclination will not be wanting to do so. 

Having met your letter on the road, and without knowing by 
whose hand it was delivered, I did not examine the contents 
until I had reached my evening's Stage; nor have I had 
leizure or oppitunity to acknowledge the receipt of it until 
now. — I wish you and Mr. Hallet both, well — and am, &c. 
P. S. Your letter without date, but evidently written after 
those, the receipt of which I have already acknowledged, came 
to my hands since my arrival at this place ; and is transmitted 
with the others to the Commissioners. — 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 142. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
Gentlemen, May 5 1795 

The papers herewith enclosed (except one) were put into 
my hands whilst I was on horseback, passing through the city 
on my journey. I did not then read them, or know from 
whom they came. 

Enclosed is my answer; which, after reading, be so good as 
to Seal and cause it to be delivered. — As it discloses my senti- 
ments respecting the representation of Mr. Hallet, through 
His Wife, I shall not repeat them ; further than to assure you 
of my confidence that you will do strict justice to his memorial 
and claims as far as they merit. — With esteem and regard 
I remain, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 328. 

To Gustavus Scott. 

Philadelphia 
Sir, 17th. May 1795. 

I have been duly favored with your letter of the 11th. inst. 
I thank you for bringing the negociation with Mr. Peters to 
a close, & for affecting the transfer of the remaining lots in 
Square No. 21 to me, agreeably thereto. — Mr. Lear will make 
the first payment therefor, according to contract. — 
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I am much obliged by your kind enquiry into the value 
of the land I hold on Difficult run, altho the communication 
respecting it has come too late, if a Gentleman to whom I had 
made an offer of it, acceeds to my terms. Your offer to assist 
me in the disposal of this land was friendly & I feel greatful 
for it. — With esteem I am Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 325. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia 
17th May. 1795. 
Bear Sir, 

About the sum which is due to me from your house, I owe 
the Commissioners of the Federal City. — Let me request you 
therefore to ascertain — pay — and transmit the account thereof 
to me. — If in doing this the balance shall be against me ; — it 
shall be paid to your order, — if in my favor, let it remain 
there 'till called for. — I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 145. 

To William Deakins 

Philadelphia 
May 17 1795 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 5th. instant has been duly received. — 
That the duties of a Commissioner of the Federal City would 
have been discharged with ability and fidelity by the Gentle- 
man whose name you have mentioned to me, I cannot harbour 
a doubt; but the An — 1 Gab — 1, in his situation would have 
been charged with partiality. — From a thorough conviction 
of this, I have never turned my attention to a character who, 
at the time of his appointment; was a resident either in 
George Town, or the Federal City. 

The evening of the day I parted with you last, wrote to a 
gentleman of Virginia (from whence as part of the district of 
Columbia lyes in it and the State has contributed to the ex- 
pence of the public buildings, I was inclined to look for the 
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successor of Mr. Carroll) and have received his answer of ac- 
ceptance of the Office of Commissioner. With esteem and 
regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 143. 

To Daniel Carroll. 

Philadelphia 
17 May 1795 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 10th. instant, was received by yesterday's 
Post. 

In answer to the enquiry therein, the following, as nearly as 
I can recollect, is the result of all that passed between Messrs. 
Scott and Thornton and myself, respecting their dispute with 
Mr. Johnson. 

After the conversation which I had with the latter (in the 
presence of yourself and Doctr. Stuart the day I proceeded 
to Mount Vernon) and hearing his statement, and the written 
elucidation of the principle on which he meant to establish his 
claim ; I expressed to Doctr. Thornton, whom I saw soon after, 
my regret that so unfortunate a dispute should have happened, 
and a wish that it might be amicably settled. — He, any more 
than Mr. Johnson, seemed to think this could not be accom- 
plished, as the Commissioners (or whether he confined it more 
particularly to Mr. Scott and himself, I am not certain) were 
clearly of opinion, and had been so advised by professional 
men, that the lots upon Rock Creek would, undoubtedly, be 
considered as Water lots under Greenleaf's contract; — and 
being so considered and of greater value, it followed as a con- 
sequence, that they, as trustees of public property, in the City, 
could not yield to a claim which would establish a principle 
injurious to that property. — He added that they had taken 
pains to investigate this right, and was possessed of a state- 
ment thereof which he or they (I am not sure which) w T ished 
me to look at. 

Having heard Mr. Johnson's statement and reasoning upon 
the case, I did not decline the perusal of this; but it was ob- 
served by the Doctor, that there w T ere some papers not quite 
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ready, but which should be sent so soon as they could be 
prepared. — Accordingly, after I had been at Mount Vernon 
two or three days, I received a Packet from Messrs. Scott and 
Thornton containing Greenleaf 's contract (or a copy of it) the 
interrogatories, and answers to which your letter alludes ; and 
some other papers, the purport of which I do not recollect ; as, 
from the letters which were pouring in upon me whilst I was 
at home, I could only afford them a hasty reading; and all 
have been returned, with a repetition of my regret that such a 
dispute should have arisen; and a declaration, that as it has 
got into a course of legal adjudication it might be as improper 
as it was unnecessary, for me to express any opinion upon the 
merits of the case. 

Thus, I have not only given an answer to the simple question 
propounded respecting the Interrogatories of the Clerk, but 
I have related, to the best of my recollection, all that passed 
between the other two Commissioners and myself, when you 
were not present, relative to this dispute. With esteem and 
regard I am, &c. 

P. S. The evening of the day I parted with you I wrote 
to Mr. Alexander White made him an offer of the place you 
have requested to resign; which he has accepted. — I hope it 
will not be inconvenient to you under this information, to con- 
tinue to discharge the duties of Commissioner until his arrival 
at the Federal City. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 322. 

To Alexander White. 22 
[Private.] 

Philadelphia, 
17 May, 1795. 
Bear Sir, 

Your letter of the 11th inst. came to hand by the post of 
yesterday. With pleasure I received your acceptance of the 

22 Alexandre White represented Virginia both in the Continental Con- 
gress and in the congress of the constitution, his service having ended in 
1793. In his Anas Jefferson speaks of White 's vote as being one of the 
two needed to carry the funding bill and his casting it with "a revul- 
sion of stomach ' ' in spite of the tonic in the passage of the residence bill. 
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office of Commissioner of the Federal City. The commission 
will be forwarded to you from the department of State, and 
the sooner you can enter upon the duties of the trust, the more 
convenient and agreeable it will be. 

"With the candor which I am sure will be agreeable to you, 
I shall intimate (for reasons which I shall not at this time 
enumerate, but which will appear evident to you after you 
have been there a while) that a residence in the City, if a 
house is to be had, will be more promotive of its welfare, than 
your abode in GeorgeTown. — I shall add, that the motives 
which induced a fixed salary (which the first commissioner 
did not receive) were, that they should reside on the spot; 
— that they were not only to plan and regulate the affairs of 
the City, — but to look after the execution of them also; to 
accomplish which with the greatest ease to themselves, and 
best advantage to the public ; I presumed that after measures 
were decided on by the board they would have been so 
arranged as that each member would have attended to the exe- 
cution of a particular part ; or if found more convenient, that 
in rotation each would have superintended the whole. I 
could not perceive however when in the City last, (the only 
time since the change in the Board) that any such arrange- 
ment had been adopted. — In short, the only difference I could 
perceive between the proceedings of the old and the new Com- 
missioners resulted from the following comparison. The old 
met not oftener than once a month, except on particular occa- 
sions; the new meet once or twice a week. — In the interval 
the old resided at their houses in the Country ; the new resided 
at their houses in George Town. The old had too much of the 
business done by daily wages, and were obliged to trust to 
Overseers and Superintendants to look to the execution; the 
new have gone more into the execution of it by contracts, and 
piece work, but rely equally, I fear, on others to see to the per- 
formance. These changes (tho' for the better) by no means 
apply a radical cure to the evils that were complained of; 
nor will they justify the difference of compensation from six 
dollars per diem for every day's attendance in the City and 
sixteen hundred per annum. 
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My time will not permit me to go more into detail on this 
subject; nor is it necessary; your own good judgment will sup- 
ply all, and more than I could add. — 

The year 1800 will soon be upon us ; The necessity therefore 
of hurrying on the public buildings, and other works of a 
public nature, and executing of them with economy; the pro- 
priety of preventing idleness in those who have day or monthly 
wages, and imposition by others, who work by measure — by 
the piece, or by contract — and seeing that all contracts are 
fulfilled with good faith, are too obvious to be dwelt on, — 
and are not less important than to form plans, and establish 
rules, for conducting, and bringing to a speedy and happy 
conclusion this great and arduous business. I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 329. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia, 
My dear Sir, 25th. May, 1795. 

In due course of the Post I have been favored with your 
letters of the 17th. Inst, from Baltimore and 20th from George 
Town ; — and thank you for the information contained in both. 

Enclosed I send you what money I had by me of my private 
funds; — and an order on the Bank of Alexandria for all I 
have there. Both of which sums I pray you to lay out in the 
purchase of Stock in that Bank — or the Bank of Columbia — 
or in both, as from circumstances, and the information you 
may possess at the moment, you shall deem most advisable and 
advantageous. 

The sum enclosed is nine hundred and sixty dollars, in notes 
of the United States Bank. The sum in the Bank of Alexan- 
dria amounts, according to the information given me by Mr. 
Pearce, to three thousand four hundred and thirty Dollars & 
sixty seven Cents. But be it more or less, the order embraces 
it. With my sincere esteem & regard I am Dear Sir, &c. 

Bank Not€9 Dollars 

5 of 100 dollars each 500 

2 of 50 100 

18 of 10 180 

36 of 5 180 

960 
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To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia 
4th, June 1795. 
My dear Sir, 

Your letters of the 26th & 29th ulto. have been duly re- 
ceived, but not adverting in time that the Post retd. on Wed- 
nesday I omitted answering the Letter on that day. — 

I pray you to continue your purchase of Shares in either of 
the Banks of Alexandria or Columbia or both (as you shall 
deem best) so far as the appropriated sums in your hands, be- 
longing to me (to which add the three thousand dollars which 
you received from Doctr. Stuart on my account) will go. — In 
doing this let the call for ten dollars on each share pur- 
chased in the Bank of Columbia, be included — because until I 
receive payment for some land which I have sold, or the cash 
for my flour, &ca. which is not yet due I shall not have it in 
my power to apply a further sum to this use. 

It gives me much pleasure to hear that the public buildings 
are going on briskly — and that persons from the southward 
(for I believe it is the first instance beyond a single lot or so) 
are becoming adventurers with a view to improvement, in the 
federal city. — I am clearly in sentiment with you (& the 
Commissioners know it) that if the business can proceed with- 
out limping that the lots which belong to the public ought to 
be held up except single ones, or a square at most and those 
only to be disposed of on the express condition of improve- 
ment. — 

The Senators are beginning to assemble. — . . . 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 146. 

To Alexander "White, Esqr. 

Philadelphia 
^Tune 15 1795 
Dear Sir, 

After an unqualified acceptance of the Office of Commis- 
sioner of the Federal City, and a lapse of time at an important 
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season for business, it would seem to be uncandid not to say 
that I feel pain at your hesitating now, to enter upon the 
duties of that Office. 

I had not heard before the receipt of your letter, that you 
had resumed the practice of the law; nor did I suppose that 
you could, with your family, transplant yourself in a moment 
to the Federal City; although I wished it might happen at as 
early a period as you could make it convenient, forseeing ad- 
vantages which would result from the measure. 

The proposition was not made to you under an idea that you 
were skilled in the principles of Architecture — or because I 
supposed you had any particular knowledge of w T ork, or the 
quantum to be exacted from workmen. — The first is varying 
continually, according to the demand for, or the exorbitance 
of, the people : — and care only is necessary when the latter is 
executed by contract, or the piece, to prevent, as much as the 
nature of the case will admit, imposition ; and when day wages 
are given (which in all practicable cases ought to be avoided) 
to have an eye that the overlookers of them are diligent. 

For these, I have no doubt your judgment, inclination and 
industry are quite adequate. — In all other respects, I am 
equally persuaded, you are well qualified to discharge the 
duties of Commissioner; and it would give me, and I think I 
may add the public also, entire satisfaction if you could make 
it convenient and agreeable to yourself, to devolve your time 
and attention to this business. — 

Unless this is done, I should not feel myself justified in the 
change of compensation to the Commissioners, from six dollars 
a day while they were in session to sixteen hundred dollars 
per annum. — That change being the result of conviction, that 
as the city progressed, nothing short of constant attendance 
(allowing for those occasional absences which every person in 
the discharge of public trust require, at times) would enable 
the Commissioners to answer the end of their appointment. — 
Therefore the above sum, which was conceived adequate to this 
service, was resolved to be given. "With esteem and regard, 
I am, &c. 
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To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia, 
15th. June, 1795. 
My dear Sir, 

Your letters of the 3d. & 4th. Inst, (in the date of the latter 
I presume there is a mistake) with several Accounts enclosed 
in the first, have been duly received ; as was the certificate of 
the Shares, which was bought in the Banks of Alexandria & 
Columbia on my behalf. 

Your preference of the former for the appropriation of the 
balance which remain in your hands, is accordant with my 
ideas; and unless you have very good reasons to believe that 
the shares may be had at par by delaying the purchase of 
them, it might be as well perhaps to buy at the prices now 
going (especially if the overplus will meet compensation in 
the dividends) as to await for a fall. 

Being hurried I shall only add the good wishes of this fam- 
ily to my own, and assure you of the sincere esteem & regard 
with which I am Dear Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 104. 

To Thomas Johnson. 

Philada. 
5 July 1795. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 15th. ulto. came to my hands at a time 
when my attention was much occupied on some matters of 
importance. To this circumstance, & to my knowledge (as 
you will perceive by the enclosed extract of a Letter from the 
Secretary of State to the Commissioners of the Federal City) 
that one of your requests had been anticipated; and to the 
expression of your apprehension that another would probably 
come too late, — is to be ascribed my silence 'till now. — I have 
however, desired the Secy, of State to give it as my opinion to 
the Commrs. that all transactions respecting the square which 
is in dispute between you and them (in behalf of the public) 
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ought to be suspended until the pending adjudication is ter- 
minated, unless they assign reasons to the contrary which do 
not occur to me. — And I cannot but again, and again express 
my regret that so unpleasant a dispute should have arisen. 
But unless the Commissioners are impeached for mal-practice 
in office; or are specifically charged with incapacity and un- 
fitness to discharge the several duties entrusted to them ; I do 
not see on what ground, or with what propriety I could insti- 
tute an enquiry into their conduct: — beyond this, I am sure 
I should have no right to proceed. 

The answer which I gave Mr. D. Carroll to a request not 
dissimilar to the one made by you, but more limited in its 
object, is herewith enclosed, as a just statement (as far as I 
have recollection) of all the transactions respecting this dis- 
pute that passed between yourself, Messrs. Scott & Thornton, 
& me, in the course of my journey to — from, and whilst I 
was at Mount Vernon in April last. — The letter of those 
gentlemen, which came to me at that place, did not, even at 
the moment of its reception, strike me as an official act of the 
Board ; but rather as a comment on the existing dispute ; and 
explanatory of the motives which had actuated their conduct. 
— In this view the propriety of ordering a copy to be furnished 
might be questioned. If it is of record in the office, it is 
already comprehended in the direction they have received in 
the letter of the 23d. ulto. from the Secretary of State to 
them, a copy of which (instead of an extract) I have this 
moment received from that office. With the greatest esteem & 
regard I am, &c. 

Lossing. 

Diary, July, 1795. 

[Journeying from Phil a . to M*. Vernon] 

July — 19. . . . lodged in Geo: Town 

20. After doing business with the Com rs . of the fed 1 . City I 

proceeded on my journey & got home to dinner 
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Department of State, Vol. 22. 

To Edmund Randolph, Secretary op State. 

Mount Vernon 
Dear Sir, 22 July '95. 

I should be glad if you would call upon Messrs. Morris & 
Nicholson, (Greenleaf being no longer concerned) — and in 
earnest & strong terms represent to them, the serious conse- 
quences which must inevitably result to the public buildings 
in the federal City, if the deficiency, or part thereof, due on 
their contract is not paid. Besides arresting the work in its 
present critical state, & compelling the discharge of some 
valuable workmen, who may never be recovered, it would 
throw such a cloud over the public & private concerns of the 
City, & would be susceptible of such magnified & unfavorable 
interpretations, as to give it a vital wound. From the repre- 
sentations which have been made to me by the Commissioners, 
it appears that twelve thousand dollars pr. month, is scarcely 
adequate to the present expenditures: and that the demand 
for more must increase, as the more expensive materials are 
brought into use, as they are now about to be, of wrought 
stone &c. &c- — If to pay the whole deficiency is not, at present, 
within the means of Messrs. Morris & Nicholson, a part thereof, 
& to keep pace with the current demand, might possibly enable 
the Commissioners, to proceed without much embarrasment in 
the principal work. Between forty & fifty thousand dollars, 
I am informed is now due on the Contract of Greenleaf & Co. 
I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 160. 

To the Commissioners. 

M6unt Vernon 
Gentlemen, 29 July 1795. 

The memorial dated 24th. inst. subscribed by Messrs. Scott 
& White, with other papers relating to water lots & for regu- 
lating the building of wharves in the federal city, came duly 
to hand, as did Dr. Thornton's letter of the same date, in- 
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forming me that he differed in some respects from his col- 
leagues on these topics; but that he had not time, by that 
post, to assign his reasons for doing so. By the post on 
Monday I received them, since which I have given the whole 
subject the best consideration the pressure of other dispatches 
would enable me to do. The result is, to leave the matter 
where the Maryland Act has placed it, to the decision of the 
Commissioners. — 

I perceive no material difference in your opinions ; nor are 
any of them wide of mine; which, to avoid detail, may be 
summed up in a few words — to let the holders of the grounds 
adjacent to the wall do as they please with the water opposite 
to them, under the following restrictions — 1st that they shall 
not injure the navigation by the extension of their wharves; 
— 2dly. that they shall not interrupt by any buildings thereon, 
any of the streets, north & south — or east & west, if it be 
practicable to avoid it — 3dly. that they shall be subject to 
general, or at least proper regulations. — In complying with 
the first no difficulty will occur ; & if the second can be accom- 
plished without involving inconveniences, & an expense of 
which I have not accurate knowledge ; neither the health nor 
the beauty of the City would be affected, if the wharves & the 
buildings thereon were to extend to the channels of both 
waters; which, in time, I have no doubt will be the case, for 
on commerce, more than to any other cause, the city must de- 
pend for its growth & importance. Whatever may be the de- 
termination of the board on these points, the sooner they are 
announced to the public the better ; as an idea has gone forth 
not favorable or pleasing to the seekers of water lots. — 

I have no desire myself to alter the appropriation of any 
of the public squares ; I only wished that the propriety of their 
designation might be well considered before they were ulti- 
mately fixed. And for the reasons which have been assigned, 
strengthened by the report of Mr. Dermot, I approve of the 
site for the Mint. 23 The square is, I conceive, sufficiently 
large, & the water is essential. 

23 The reservation between 2nd, 3rd, B and C Sts. northwest, subse- 
quently divided into lots and sold and the proceeds used to fill up the 
swamp on the south side of Pa. Ave. 
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In a letter received from the Secy, of State, in answer to one 
I wrote him from hence respecting the funds of the city, & 
a representation to be made thereon to Messrs. Morris & Nich- 
olson, he replies thus in a letter dated the 25th. instant, 
"Morris & Nicholson inform me that a part of their arrear- 
ages will be immediately paid up; & that they have made a 
provision for furnishing the balance in a short time." — I am 
Gent: &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 160. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
29 July 1795. 
Gentlemen, 

On Friday last I received your several dispatches with dif- 
ferent signatures; and should have answered them by Mon- 
day's post; but Doctr. Thornton promising to assign his 
reasons for the dissent he had given to the proposed regula- 
tions respecting wharves & water lots, I postponed giving any 
opinion thereon until I should receive these, which I did yes- 
terday morning. — Since which I have been so extremely hur- 
ried with one dispatch & another, that I have not been able to 
attend to the business of the federal city. — 

I propose to be in Alexandria on Monday, & shall proceed to 
Georgetown in the afternoon, when, or very early next morn- 
ing, I will meet you & decide upon all the matters referred to. 
Gentlemen, Yrs. &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 163. 

To Gustavus Scott and Wm. Thornton, Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
29. July 1795. 
Gentlemen, 

I was duly favored with your letter of the 24th. instant, 
with its enclosures. — As you have called upon Mr. Greenleaf 
to come forward & substantiate the charges he has exhibited 
against you in his letter to the Secretary of State (copy of 
which you sent me) — I shall wait the issue, & do no more at 
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this time than to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch. 
I am, &c. 

Letters and Kecollections of George Washington, p. 94. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Mount Vernon, 
5th. Augt. 1795. 
My dear Sir, 

It is my intention at present to be in George Town to mor- 
row, but as I have been sending to the Post Office in Alexan- 
dria, every day since Friday last for letters, without having 
reed, any from the officers of Government; and may by this 
day's mail find such an accumulation of them, as to make it 
impracticable for me to give them proper attention, prepare 
answers against Saturday morning — and be on business in 
George Town at the same time; I now send you a power of 
Attorney to act for me (if I should not be there) in the latter 
case. In haste I am, &c. 

Department of State, D. C, Letters, Vol. II, p. 104. 

To Thos. Johnson. 

[private.] 

Philadelphia 
24th Aug. 1795. 
My dear Sir, 

The office of Secretary of State is vacant — occasioned by 
the resignation of Mr. Randolph. Will you accept it? You 
know my wishes of old, to bring you into the administration 
— where then is the necessity of repeating them? No time 
more than the present ever required the aid of your abil- 
ities, nor of the old & proved patriots [ ?] of the country. 
To have yours would be pleasing to me, and I verily believe 
wd be agreeable also to the community at large. — It is with 
you to decide — if in the affirmative return to me the enclosed 
letter. I will communicate further with you on this subject 
the moment you inform me thereof. — If it is in the negative, 
be so good as to forward the letter by the Post agreeably to 
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it's address, and at any rate write me the result of your de- 
termination as soon as you can after the receipt of this letter 
as I only remain here to get this, and some other matters 
arranged before I go to Virginia for my family. With sin- 
cere esteem & regard, I am — my dear Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 13, p. 130. 

To Robert Morris. 

Mount Vernon 
14th. Sep 1795. 
My dear Sir, 

The motives which give birth to this letter, proceed as much 
from private friendship, as they do from a sense of public 
duty; whatever therefore may be the effect produced by it I 
presume on your excuse for the trouble it will give you. — 

The letter herewith enclosed from Mr. Scott (one of the 
Commissioners of the Federal City) — was met by me on my 
way to George Town — with another from Colo. Deakins to 
the same effect — To the sentiments expressed in the former, 
it would seem scarcely necessary to add another sentence — 
Yet upon a more detailed conversation with the Commis- 
sioners (since the receipt of the above letter) I am so thor- 
oughly impressed with the ruinous consequences wch. must 
result to the public buildings from a delay of the payment 
which the Comrs. have requested, that I should think my 
official conduct reprehensible if I did not press them upon you 
most urgently 

There are many valuable Stone cutters, and other workmen 
now engaged; — a number of laborers are employed on the 
public buildings, of differt. discripns. & on difft. terms — order, 
& a proper arrangement of the work is established; — and 
everything at the capitol seems to progress as well as can rea- 
sonably be expected under the embarrassments which have 
been encountered — But without the aid required in Mr. Scott 's 
letter, the whole must be at a stand, at the time he mentions ; 
— the workmen must be discharged; — and, more than prob- 
able, the most valuable of them will be irrecoverably lost. 
Whilst the buildings will be left not only in a stagnant state 
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but in a hurtful situation ; — involving consequences which are 
too obvious to need enumeration. 

It was not, as I am persuaded you are well convinced, the 
price of the lots which induced the first sale to Mr. Greenleaf 
nor the subsequent one in which you are concerned; but to 
the collateral advantages which were expected to be derived 
from the erection of buildings and the advance of money. — 
Withhold these, and the contract exhibits an unproductive and 
a disagreeable spectacle. 

I could enlarge very much on this subject; but I am sure 
nothing cd. be added that will not occur to you upon reflection 
without or that would be in any manner new except sug- 
gestions which may not have reached you, & which I pray you 
to believe have not obtained the smallest credence in my 
mind — to wit — that as both Mr. Nicholsons interest and your 
own, led principally in another quarter nothing but embar- 
rassments are to be expected from you. — that the object of 
both, is to speculate with the lots till towards the close of the 
period for the removal of the government and then it will be 
found that neither of you will have retained any, or very 
little property in the City. The best evidence I can give you, 
of my thorough disbelief of these suggestions is, the communi- 
cation I now make of them that being apprised thereof, their 
malignancy may be counteracted. — Be so good as to return 
Mr. Scott's letter &ca. to me, & to be assured of the sincere 
esteem and regard with which I am &c. 

P. S. — Why else, it is asked did these gentlemen take this 
contract upon themselves — for they must have known as well 
at that time as now their means for compliance. — & ought not 
to have assumed these difficulties if they found them defective. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 164. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
18 Septr. 1795. 
Gentlemen, 

The copy of the letter which you wrote to the Secretary of 
State on the 21st. ulto, enclosing regulations relative to the 
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wharves & buildings in the Federal City, came to my hands 
yesterday. 

If the proprietors of water lots will be satisfied with the 
rules therein established for the extension of wharves & build- 
ings thereon, the regulations will meet my entire approbation ; 
& of their ideas on this head, you have no doubt made some 
enquiries, & decided accordingly. — 

The other regulations, respecting the removal of dirt &c. & 
the thickness of walls, appear to me to be very proper ; but in 
settling the latter point, the opinion of workmen, I presume 
has been taken. — With respect I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 168. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philada. 
30 Octor. 1795. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 26th. instant covering a copy of one from 
Genl. U. Forrest of the 24th. came to me by the last post & 
as there is no time to lose, I delay not in giving you my 
opinion. — 

From Genl. Forrest's statement, there appear to be every 
probability that a loan from the State of Maryland may be 
effected for the purposes of the federal city, to the extent you 
wish. — If, therefore, upon more mature consideration & en- 
quiry, you concur in opinion that it can be done, I think you 
ought not to hesitate to make the attempt. — I would have you, 
however, to be fully assured (as far as possible) of success, 
before the attempt is finally determined upon, as a failure 
might be attended with disadvantage to the interest of the 
City. — If the attempt should terminate unfavorably, it will 
then be time enough, if it should be thought expedient, to 
make the application to the Genl. Government. 

The papers which were transmitted to you on Wednesday 
last by Mr. Dandridge, by my direction, will shew { you that 
your attempt for a Loan in London has issued without success. 
— I am, Gentlemen, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 160. 

To the Commissioners. 
[Private.] 

Philadelphia 
Nov 4 1795 
Gentlemen, 

In a letter hastily written to you on the 30th. ulto. I ap- 
proved the plan of applying to the Legislature of Maryland 
for the Loan of money agreeably to the suggestion of General 
Forrest for the purposes of the federal City, provided, "upon 
more mature consideration & enquiry you should concur with 
him in opinion, that it certainly could be obtained". I am 
still in the same sentiment; but let me entreat you not to be 
led into the attempt upon slight grounds. — 

An essay and failure may be attended with very serious con- 
sequences in the other plan which has been approved, & would 
weaken, if not altogether destroy some of the strongest argu- 
ments with Congress; & the prospect of a foreign loan has, 
as you have been informed by Mr. Wells's letter, proved 
abortive. 

One of your board is much better acquainted with the wishes 
of different parts of the State of Maryland, relative to the 
navigations of the Potomac & Susquehanna, than I am; but 
depend, if ever the subject is discussed in the Legislature 
thereof, it will be found that wherever the preponderancy of 
interest lies, there will be found a majority of the votes also : 
— and rely moreover, altho' present appearances may not 
sufficiently indicate the fact, that the weight of Baltimore will 
be found against you, and ought to be calculated upon accord- 
ingly. The intelligent people of that place, however tranquil 
from the present flourishing state of the town & trade, cannot 
view the progress of the federal city & the inland navigation 
of the Potomac, without perceiving the ultimate effect, & 
wishing to divert the means which could contribute thereto, 
to another object of more importance to them — I mean open- 
ing the Susquehanna; which is now reviving & growing into 
activity again, & is equally in want of pecuniary aids. — 
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These ideas, upon reflection, have such weight with me, that 
I could not resist expressing them with more force & greater 
detail than they were conveyed in my former letter. You 
ought not in my opinion to proceed on delusive hopes, or on 
ambiguous encouragements, for the reasons already mentioned, 
and others might be assigned; — but rather than hazard a 
motion, uncertain in the result, before the ground is safely 
explored (in both houses) forbear to make it, relying in pref- 
erence on the former plan. 

From Mr. Scotts* acquaintance with the individual mem- 
bers of the Legislature, he might (if his visit to Annapolis 
could be covered by any good pretext) contribute much to a 
previous knowledge of what would be the probable issue of the 
attempt at this Loan, & advance therein or retreat accord- 
ingly. With esteem & regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 181. 

To Alexander White. 

Philada. 
9 Nov. 1795. 
Dear Sir, 

Your two Letters of the 31 ulto. have been reed. — one by 
the post — the other by Mr. Hadfield : — and expecting that this 
will find you in the federal City, I shall, being much engaged 
at this time, refer you to my official letters to the board — as 
well on the proposed application for a Loan to the Legislature 
of Maryland — as on the case of Mr. Hadfield — a private letter 
of mine of the 4 inst, followed my official one on the first of 
these subjects: — both of which you will see. 

If the movements in Maryland are conducted with intelli- 
gence, the probable issue of the measure with the legislature 
of that State may be ascertained before any direct application 
or commitment is hazarded. — & as a loan is of the utmost 
importance, two strings may be better than one. The first, in 
the manner suggested, before the meeting of Congress — if it 
succeeds, the other may be reserved as a dernier resort, if it 
will not bear to be touched — then there is no other alternative 
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than an application to Congress — a suspension of the plan — 
or a forced (and most certainly a depreciated) sale: — which 
tho slower in its operation, will as effectually work the destruc- 
tion of it. — Of the three, there can be no hesitation in prefer- 
ring the first of these alternatives. — With esteem & regard I 
am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 182. 

To Dr. "Willliam Thornton. 

Philada. 
9th. Novr. 1795. 
Sir, 

I have been favored with your Letter of the 1st. inst. and 
thank you for the explanations & details contained therein. — 
I must however decline giving any decisive opinion on the 
matter referred to me, by the board, for the reasons which 
have been briefly stated in my official letter thereto. — To 
which others might have been added, but the pressure of 
business at this time, would not allow me to be more diffusive 
— I must plead my excuse for not enlarging to you. — 

In a decision on the case which has been referred to me, 
much will depend upon the real abilities of Mr. Hadfield — of 
which I can form no adequate knowledge. — If he is the man 
of science he is represented to be, and merits the character he 
brings ; If his proposed alterations can be accomplished with- 
out enhancing the expense, or involving delay; — If he will 
oblige himself to carry on the building to its final completion 
— and if he has exhibited any specimens of being a man of 
Industry and arrangement, I should have no hesitation in 
giving it as my opinion that his plan ought to be adopted — 
otherwise his mortification must be great, and it would in a 
manner, be defeating the purposes of his coming hither. — On 
the other hand if there be any cause to suspect him of igno- 
rance, or misrepresentation, the case would be altered and 
caution become necessary, before he should be endulged, with 
esteem I am, Sir, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 170. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
9th. Novr. 1795. 
Gentlemen 

Your letter of the 31st. Ulto. by Mr. Hadfield has been re- 
ceived. I have since seen Mr. Hoban and have had a good 
deal of conversation with both of them, in the presence of 
each other with the plans before us. 

From the explanations of the former, it would seem as if he 
had not been perfectly understood. — or in other words tht. 
now he means no change in the interior of the building of the 
least importance ; — nor any elsewhere, that will occasion delay 
or add to the expence, but the contrary; whilst the exterior 
will in his opinion, assume a better appearance, & the Portico 
be found more convenient than on the present plan. — As far 
as I understand the matter the difference, lyes simply in dis- 
carding the Basement, and adding an Attick Story, if the 
latter shall be found necessary; but this (the attick) he thinks 
may be dispensed with, as sufficient elevation may be obtained 
in the manner he has explained it without — and to add a dome 
over the open, or circular area or lobby which in my judgment 
is a most desirable thing, & what I always expected was part 
of the original design until otherwise informed in my late 
visits to the City, if strength can be given to it & sufficient 
light be obtained. — 

However proper it may have been in you to refer the de- 
cision of the objections of Mr. Hadfield to the Executive I 
shall give no final opinion thereon. — 

1. because I have not sufficient knowledge of the subject, to 
judge with precision. 2. because the means of acquiring it 
are not within my reach. — 3d. if they were, pressed as I am 
with other matters particularly at the eve of an approaching 
— perhaps an interesting Session of Congress I could not avail 
myself of them — but above all because I have not the precise 
knowledge of the characters you have to deal with — the knowl- 
edge of all the facts which are before you — nor perhaps the 
same view you can take of the consequences of a decision for, 
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or against Mr. Hadfields proposed alterations ; or of his abili- 
ties to carry them into execution, if adopted. 

I have told him in decisive terms however, that if the plan 
on which you have been proceeding, is not capitolly defective, 
I cannot (after such changes, delays, & expences as have been 
encountered already) consent to a departure from it, if either 
of these consequences is to be involved: — but that if he can 
satisfy you of the contrary I should have no objection as he 
conceives his character as an Architect is in some measure at 
stake — and inasmuch as the present plan is no body's, but a 
compound of every body's, provided these things as I have 
just observed can be ascertained to your entire satisfaction — 
I added further as a matter of material moment, the short term 
for which he was engaged and what might be the consequence 
of his quitting the building at the end thereof, or compelling 
fresh — perhaps exorbitant terms if a new agreement was to 
be made. — to this he replied, he would not only promise, but 
bind himself to stick by the building until it was finished. — 

On the spot — at the seat of information — with a view of the 
materials on hand — the facility of obtaining others — with a 
better knowledge of the only characters on whom you can rely 
for carrying on the building, than I possess — with other details 
unknown to me, you can decide with more safety than I am 
enabled to do, on the measures to be pursued under the em- 
barrassment which has arisen from this diversity of opinion : 
— That decision be what it may will be agreeable to 

Gentlemen yours &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 184. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philada. 
14th. Deer. 1795. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 9th. inst. covering Mr. Law's of the 2d. 
with your answer has been received. — 

At present I decline giving any opinion upon the subject of 
Mr. Law's Letter, as you say the state of your finances ren- 
ders it impracticable to execute the object of his wishes. 
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"When you are in a situation to begin the opening of the 
Avenues, it is presumed those which will be more immediately 
useful, will be first cleared. — I am, &c. 

L. C, Toner copies. 

Message to Congress. 

United States, 
January 8th, 1796. 
Gentlemen of the Senate, and 

House of Representatives, 

I transmit to you a memorial of the commissioners appointed 
by virtue of an act entitled, "An act for establishing the tem- 
porary and permanent seat of the Government of the United 
States", on the subject of the public buildings under their 
direction. 

Since locating a district for the permanent seat of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, as heretofore announced to 
both Houses of Congress, I have accepted the grants of money 
and of land stated in the memorial of the commissioners. I 
have directed the buildings therein mentioned to be com- 
menced on plans which I deemed consistent with the liberality 
of the grants and proper for the purposes intended. 

I have not been inattentive to this important business in- 
trusted by the Legislature to my care. I have viewed the 
resources placed in my hands, and observed the manner in 
which they have been applied. The progress is pretty fully 
detailed in the memorial from the commissioners, and one of 
them attends to give further information if required. In a 
case new and arduous, like the present, difficulties might natur- 
ally be expected. Some have occurred, but they are in a great 
degree surmounted, and I have no doubt, if the remaining 
resources are properly cherished, so as to prevent the loss of 
property by hasty and numerous sales, that all the buildings 
required for the accommodation of the Government of the 
United States may be compleated in season without aid from 
the Federal Treasury. The subject is therefore recommended 
to the consideration of Congress, and the result will determine 
the measures which I shall cause to be pursued with respect to 
the property remaining unsold. 
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Letters and Kecollections of George Washington, p. 194. 

To David Stuart. 

[Private.] 

Philadelphia 
7th. Feby. 1796 
Dear Sir, 



I find by our last letters from the Federal city that Betsey 
Custis 25 has cast her lot — very much she says, to her own sat- 
isfaction — having given it due weight and consideration in 
every point of view she could place the matter so, of course 
disparity in age could not have escaped. — Mr. Law, so far as 
I have obtained any knowledge of his character, is a respect- 
able man and much esteemed, — and is reputed to be wealthy : — 
but he is a stranger, and may, at least in a degree, be an 
Agent, for which reasons, I think prudence requires, and as 
a man of honor he cannot refuse, to make a settlement upon 
her previous to marriage; — of her own fortune, if no more. 



L. C, 1901 Calendar of MSS. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia 
15th. Feb 1796 
My dear Sir, 

P. S. 

Mr. White seems to entertain no doubt of a favorable issue 
to his mission — but it goes (as everything else does) slowly 
on. — 

25 Elizabeth Parke Custis, eldest daughter of John Parke Custis, son 
of Mrs. George Washington, was married at Hope Park near Fairfax 
Court House, Va., the home of her stepfather, Dr. David Stuart, March 
21, 1796, to Thomas Law of England, the largest purchaser of city lots 
from Morris, Nicholson and Greenleaf . 
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Letters and Kecollections of George Washington, p. 102. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Philadelphia, 
13th. Mar. 1796. 
My dear Sir, 

Having no doubt of the correctness of the account, which 
was transmitted in the last mentioned- letters ; I have only to 
beg that you w T ould favor me with the numbers — or other des- 
ignation or description, of all the shares I now hold, in the 
Banks of Alexandria & Columbia, by your purchases, — and to 
request if you wish to part with any of the twenty shares you 
purchased in the Potomac Navigation, that you would appro- 
priate the balance due me, by your account, in as many as it 
will command; — first paying up the Installment on the old; 
called for I perceive to be paid on the first of the present 
month. If my present purposes and gratifications could be 
answered by prospects of future emolument, I would devote 
all the money I could command, to this Investiture ; — but for 
the few Years I have to remain here, the enjoyment of less, 
with ease & certainty will be more convenient and desirable. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 189. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
22d. May 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letters of the 13th. and 14th. instant have been re- 
ceived, and the Attorney General of the United States having 
given his opinion relatively to the Power of Attorney, — And 
having pronounced the proceedings to be accordant with the 
Act for Guaranteeing the Loan ; matters have been arranged 
w T ith Mr. Gilmore for execution and the Papers, agreeably to 
your desire will be forwarded to Holland. — 

A duplicate of the Power of Attorney to Messrs. Wilhem & 
Jan "Willink is necessary to guard against the delay which 
would result from a miscarriage of the original. — In short as 
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the vigorous prosecution of the Works depend upon the facil- 
ity with which the Loan is obtained, no risk that can be 
avoided ought to be left to chance : — For fatal indeed would 
it be to the operations in the City if a disappointment, or any 
considerable delay should have taken place. — And here let me 
add — If I had been called upon for an opinion relative to this 
loan before arrangements were made with Mr. Gilmore, I 
should, under wiy present view of the subject, have given a 
decided opinion against placing the whole of the sum, autho- 
rized to be borrowed in one year, upon this issue ; if any part 
thereof could have been obtained in this country within, or not 
exceeding, the Provisions of the Law. — 

In all probability it will be six months before the result of 
the application in Holland will be known. — This may, & from 
the peculiar state of things in that country 'tis not unlikely 
will be unfavorable. — What is to be done in that case? — and 
what in the meantime? — You have declared yourselves, that 
you do not place much confidence in aids from Messrs. Morris 
& Nicholson, & point out no other specific resources. — Notwith- 
standing these sentiments ; I am unwilling to obstruct a meas- 
ure which I presume you have considered in all its relations & 
chances & have therefore given facility to your plan wishing 
heartily that it may be attended with success. — 

The year 1800 is approaching by hasty strides. The friends 
of the City are extremely anxious to see the public works keep 
equal pace therewith. They are anxious too on another ac- 
count — namely — that the Commissioners should reside in the 
City where the theatre of the business lies. — This was, and is, 
my opinion. — It is the principle, and was declared to be so at 
the time; upon which the present establishment of the Com- 
missioners was formed ; — that, by being on the spot, and giving 
close attention to the operations, they might prevent abuses, 
or overcome them in embryo. — It is said, if this had been the 
case, those defective walls, which to put up, & pull down, have 
cost the public much time, labour & expence, would never 
have been a subject of reproach. — For these, and other reasons 
which might be added, it is my decided opinion & expectation 
that the Commissioners do reside in the City, — And the nearer 
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they are to the public Works, the better & more desirable it 
will be. — I wish this ; as well on their own account, as on that 
of the public; because they would have it so much more in 
their power to scrutinize all the movements of men & measures 
w r hich are under their controul, than it is possible to do at the 
distance of two or three miles by periodical or occasional visits. 
— Being on the spot & seeing everything that occurs, they 
would be better enabled to systematize the business & have it 
conducted with greater economy ; and finally would insure to 
themselves those honors & consolations w T hich flow from the 
punctual discharge of public trust. 

I have sent your advertisement of the Sale of Lots, to the 
places you have requested ; but I beg that it may be unequivo- 
cally understood that I am opposed to the sale of them in large 
parcels to Speculators. — It might be asked, if this was to 
happen, and with propriety too, why give these people the 
profit accruing between the wholesale and retail prices, when, 
if the same means and industry in the disposal were used by 
the Commissioners, it would be saved to the public? — To sell 
by single lots or at most squares in moderate terms to those 
who will improve them, appear most eligible to me. — partic- 
ular cases may arise, to render a departure from this rule 
necessary, but such cases must speak for themselves — & the 
advantages to be derived from them must be evident. 

If there are any matters which you are desirous of laying 
before me, let me request that they may be prepared (if a de- 
cision is not desired sooner) by the time I shall pass through 
the City; which is as likely to happen about the middle of 
next month, as at any period I can name at present. — My stay 
at Mount Vernon can not be long & I shall have many matters 
of private concern to attend to while there. — With great 
esteem & regard I am, &c. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 192. 

To Gustavus Scott. 

Philadelphia 
Sir, 25th. May 1796. 

Your favor of the 20th. inst; came to hand yesterday. — 
I have neither received, nor heard of an Address from the 
Proprietors of the Federal City. — Nor do I know any more of 
Mr. Law's sentiments relative to the concerns of it, than I do 
of Tippoo Sahib 's. — The ideas conveyed in my last to the Com- 
missioners (dated the 22d.) are not of recent adoption. — They 
are as old as the change which took place in the establishment 
of the Commissioners; and were the cause of that change. — 
A combination of causes have brought them more actively, & 
pointedly, into view than heretofore; among which, and not 
the least to be regarded, are the remarks which were made 
during the discussion of the Guarantee Bill, even by its friends 
(not so much in, as out of the house) — the indispensable neces- 
city for close attention, & great exertion in all those to whom 
the business is entrusted, with an eye to the strictest economy 
under the best system that can be formed. — 

You cannot, I am persuaded, be enterely unacquainted with 
the remarks which have been made on the want of economy 
and due attendance to the operations which are carrying on 
by those who are entrusted with the management of them. — 
Nor, acquainted as you are with the jealousies, & contracted 
views of the Proprietors, can the utmost circumspection, and 
the minutest attentions in the Commisisoners to all the wheels 
that are in motion and to all the persons that move them, 
appear unimportant. — Consequently whereever the scene of 
business is, there also should be the principal actors. — And 'till 
this happens the Jealousies between the upper & lower end of 
the City wil not subside, nor will the injurious consequences 
flowing from them cease. — Nor indeed will it be believed, be 
the fact as it may, that while the Commissioners, or the major 
part of them (with the subordinate Agents) reside in George 
Town, that the concerns of the City will be conducted unin- 
fluenced, and to the best advantage. We may dispise public 
opinion and these kind of reports as we please — but they are 
not less injurious on that account. — The time is very short 
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in which a great deal for the reception of Congress is to be 
done; and no means, or exertion should be wanting to accom- 
plish it. — It would be ineligable, & highly impolitic to bring 
any new proposition before Congress, before the Government 
is fixed there. 

I do not precisely know what the late Secretary of State may 
have written with respect to the alternative allowed the 
Commrs. to reside in the City or George Town But it is a fact 
known to every one who ever heard me express a sentiment on 
the subject, that it has been decidedly in favor of the former ; 
and that nothing but necessity, arising from the want of ac- 
comodation, could justify the latter. — Nay more, it is known 
to the first Commissioners, that I not only coincided in opinion 
with them, that a house, situated between the two principal 
buildings should be built for their accomodation, but actually 
approved a plan for the purpose. — Why it was laid aside, 
unless their going out of Office, or the want of funds was the 
cause I am unable to say. — 

I have been thus particular, that you may see what my opin- 
ion uniformity has been ; — that it has not proceeded from any 
recent movements in the City (which were unknown to me, 
before your letter came to hand) — and that it has appeared 
more necessary & has been more pointedly mentioned, since I 
find that the friends of the City, and I presume the Commu- 
nity at large, conceive (as I have always done) that the meas- 
ures which have been suggested, are useful & proper. — With 
esteem & regard I am Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 194. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
30th. May 1796 
Gentlemen, 

As no mail Southward of Baltimore was received at the post 
office in this City on Saturday; and as you may not have 
understood by my Letter of the 22d. inst: that the duplicate 
of the power of Attorney to Messrs. Wilhem & Jan Willink 
was required to be forwarded through me, I address this to 
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you in order to remove the doubt if any there be ; as copies of 
the other papers are ready, and only waiting your duplicates 
to be dispatched. — 



L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 195. 

To Alexander White. 

[Private.] 

Philadelphia 
5th. June 1796 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 25th. ulto from Martinsburg, did, as you 
expected, come to my hands on the 3d. instant ; but not until 
the mail of that day was dispatched, consequently, the post 
of tomorrow will be the first, by which I can reply to the con- 
tents of it. — I wish, very much indeed, that you could make it 
convenient, and agreeable to yourself, family, and business, to 
remain in the city commission ; and that you would prosecute 
to the end, the good work you have begun. I sincerely believe, 
that this is the wish of all who know you, and are true friends 
to that place ; and very sorry indeed should I be, if the absence, 
and attention necessary for your private concerns (which 
your Letter does not sufficiently define, to enable me to form 
a correct judgment) should be found incompatible with the 
duties which are expected from the Commissioners. It is 
unnecessary, I am sure, for me to remark to you (on general 
ground & reasoning) the necessity there is for the closest 
attention & the most vigorous exertion of the Commissioners 
to push this work on ; But, independent of General considera- 
tions, a particular occurrence has happened lately which makes 
me more than ever wish you to devote as much time as pos- 
sible to this business. — 

It is not entirely unknown to you, I believe, that I have 
been hinting in pretty broad terms to your colleagues, that 
I did not conceive that the trust reposed in them could be 
satisfactorily executed, while they remained at a distance from 
the scene of action, and held periodical meetings only, & that 
where there was inattention or remissness in the head, it would 
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be found to extend itself to all the members. — Not perceiving 
that these hints had all the effect, that was intended. — Find- 
ing, from the discussion of the guarantee Bill in Congress, that 
serious charges were laid against the economy in carrying on 
the business — knowing that there was no way so effectual to 
prevent, or to correct, errors while they were in embryo as a 
close inspection into them while they were in a progressive 
state; and no measure so likely to remove jealousies as a 
residence of the Commissioners in the City — I did on the 22d. 
ulto. when acknowledging the receipt of their Letters of the 
13th. & 14th. relative to the loan in Holland, give it as my de- 
cided opinion to that board, that this event, for the reasons 
I assigned, ought to take place, and the nearer they could 
fix, conveniently, to the principal theatres, the more agreeable 
it would be. — 

Thus much happened before I received any advice of what 
was transacting in the City ; but, on the first inst. was handed 
to me an Address from the proprietors thereof, dated the 24th. 
preceeding, requesting me to do what I had actually done, 
and which I find is not at all pleasing to Mr. Scott. — How it 
may be to Doctr. Thornton, I know not, having heard nothing 
from him on the subject. — 

I have given you these details (in a private Letter) that 
you may see at one view, what my situation and wishes are ; — 
and the necessity there is for my preserving consistency at 
least in a degree. — I shall touch upon no other parts of your 
Letter at this time ; but that you may have a dole chance of re- 
ceiving these sentiments soon, this Letter shall be forwarded to 
Winchester, and a duplicate lodged in the post office in Wash- 
ington, that, if you miss the first, the other may be found there 
on your arrival. — 

On other subjects, I will converse with you when we meet 
in the Federal City, where it is probable I shall be about the 
16th. instant, if nothing (at present unforseen) happens to 
prevent it. — With sincere esteem & regard, I am, &c. 
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To William Deakins. 

Philadelphia 
6 th . June 1796 
Dear Sir: 

Your letter of the 27 th . Ult°. has been duly received. — Be- 
fore I knew, or had heard of any movement in the Federal 
City, among the Proprietors thereof, I had, in answering some 
dispatches from the Commissioners, given it to them as my 
clear and decided opinion, that those who were entrusted with 
the Affairs of the City ought to be residents thereof. It has 
always been my opinion. — It was the principle upon which the 
New establishment, and compensation took place; and what 
I have always expected would happen, as soon as accommo- 
dations could be provided. — To assign all the reasons for this 
opinion, which have weight in my mind, would run me into 
prolixity, unnecessarily, as few of them can have escap'd a 
reflecting man. — One, however, you may recollect I brought to 
your view upon a former occasion, when you suggested a 
resident of George Town for a Commissioner. — although that 
case may not apply quite as strongly to any of the present 
Commissioners, yet it does apply, and in that degree, is in- 
jurious; as you see by the effects, & the complaints. — 

The time in which a great deal is to be done, is short. — In the 
discussion of the Guarantee Bill, all the Faupaus which have 
been committed — all the neglects, inattentions, and want of 
the close & constant scrutiny of those to whom the business was 
intrusted, have undergone severe animadversion. — It has been 
said, that if the Commissioners, & those who had been receiv- 
ing compensations from the public, had been on the spot, the 
abuses which the principal building had sustained could not 
have happened — that they would have perceiv'd the errors in 
their origin, & would have correct 'd them as fast as they arose. 
— In a word, that there can be no ceconomy without a close 
inspection, — nor a close inspection by men at a distance, &c a ., 
&c a . — Knowing these things as I do; and how much depends 
upon exertion, it behoves me, w T hile I have anything to do in 
the business, to attend to measures & not merely to the con- 
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venience of those who are to execute them. — If the two can 
be blended, it is well — but the first is, & must be, the primary- 
consideration. — 

Nothing pointing directly to yourself (Office I mean) has 
been said further, than while the Agents and principal Officers 
of the City reside out of it & in G. Town, the attraction is 
where it ought not to be, were the interest of the former, and 
the accommodation of Congress (when the Government moves 
to it) as they ought, to be the primary object. — I write in 
haste, the Post hour being at hand, but can assure you that I 
am &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 200. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
10th. June 1796 — 
Gentlemen, 

Your Letters of the 31st. Ulto, and 3d. instant came to hand 
by the same mail, on tuesday last. — 

The Duplicate of the powers to Messrs. Willink's have been 
handed over for the purpose of transmission. — Triplicates, 
signed by a full Board may not be amiss. 

I am very glad to hear that you have recommenced your 
operations on the public buildings: — exceedingly is it to be 
wished that you may be. able to proceed therein with vigour. — 
I much question whether any of the Banks in this City are to 
be relied on for a loan — the reason for this, needs no explana- 
tion. — I shall however mention the matter to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, & what I can do, consistently with my official 
character may be relied on. — If, as I expect to do, I should 
receive money for some of my "Western Lands which have been 
sold, I will (though it will be little more than a drop in the 
Bucket) pay the whole sum due from me for the Lots I hold in 
the City, and request that the account (agreeably to the terms 
of Sale) may be made out accordingly, against my arrival. — 
In the last Instalments I conceive I have been charged more 
than was due : — this if true, can be rectified by having recourse 
to the dates of the Sales, — times of payment, — and the sums 
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paid. — Mr. Morris, I am informed, talks of visiting the City 
in the course of next week, — you, probably, have better data 
than I possess to form an opinion of the certainty of it, & the 
result. 

Thinking it probable that I shall be in the Federal City the 
latter end of next week, — provided nothing new occurs, I shall 
only add, that with great esteem & regd. I am, &c. 

P. B. & G. Letters of Pres., p. 77. 

Building Regulations. 
By the President of the United States. 

"Whereas, by the first article of the terms and conditions de- 
clared by the President of the United States on the seven- 
teenth day of October, seventeen hundred and ninety one, for 
regulating the materials and manner of buildings and im- 
provements on the lots in the City of Washington, it is pro- 
vided, ' * that the outer and party walls of all houses in the said 
City shall be built of brick or Stone ' ' and by the third article 
of the same terms and conditions, it is declared, that "the 
wall of no house shall be higher than forty feet to the roof in 
any part of the City, nor shall any be lower than thirty five 
feet on any of the Avenues". And whereas, the above recited 
articles have been found, by experience, to impede the settle- 
ment in the City, of mechanicks and others, whose circum- 
stances do not admit of erecting houses of the description 
authorized by the said Regulations. It is therefore declared, 
that the operation of the said first and third articles above 
recited, shall be, and the same is hereby suspended, until the 
first Monday of December, in the Year, One thousand, eight 
hundred, and that all the houses which shall be erected in the 
said City of Washington prior to the said first Monday in 
December, one thousand, eight hundred, conformable, in other 
respects, to the Regulations aforesaid, shall be considered as 
lawfully erected. 

Given under my hand this 25th. day of June in the Year 
one thousand, seven hundred & ninety six. 

Go. Washington. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 201. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
26th, June 1796. 
Gentlemen 

On Thursday last I received your letter of the 22d. instant 
with its inclosures; and should have answered it by the Post 
of next day, but for many letters which I had to write by that 
Mail ; which prevented my doing it till the succeeding one. — 

Approving of the proposed Suspension (untill the first 
Monday of the year 1800) of the first and third articles of 
the terms and conditions declared on the 17th. day of October 
1791 for regulating the materials and manner of buildings & 
improvements on the Lots in the City, I have subscribed, & 
do now return the Instrument you forwarded to me, and give 
it as my opinion that the sooner, & more generally it is pro- 
mulgated the better, & more advantageous it will be. — 

I am glad to hear you have received fresh assurances of 
considerable pecuniary aids from Messrs. Morris & Nicholson ; 
— and especially, that this assurance has occasioned no relax- 
ation in your other endeavours to obtain a loan. — 

The strong impression I am under of the indispensable nec- 
essity of close attention, and great exertion to prepare for the 
reception of Congress by the year 1800, must in addition to 
the propriety of the measure, apologize for my urging again 
that those on whom the operation of the Works materially 
depend, may be compelled to take their stations convenient to 
the same. — It cannot be tolerated that the Superintendant, and 
others, whose duty it is to see that everything moves har- 
moniously as well as economically; and who to effect these 
ought always to be on the spot to receive applications & to 
provide instantaneously for wants, should be at the distance of 
three miles from the active scenes of their employments. — The 
convenience of those who receive compensations from the 
Public, cannot — must not — be the primary object of consid- 
eration; for sure I am (be the state and the condition of the 
public buildings in the year 1800 what they may) there will 
not be accomodations for Congress at that period within such 
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a distance of the Capitol as to induce a removal, if those whose 
particular duty it is to be there, and to set an example, hang 
aloof and fix the attraction another way. — The consequence of 
such a deficiency, not only to the City, but to George Town, & 
all the interests thereabouts, is too evident to stand in need 
of prediction. — 

If I am urgent on this point, it is from the clearest convic- 
tion of the utility of the measure, and not from a desire to in- 
commode one person, or to gratify another — Of this I beg you 
to be persuaded; — as also that with great esteem & regard 
I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 202. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
1st. July 1796 
Gentlemen 

Your two letters, dated the 29th. Ulto. have been received. — 
The enclosures for the several Printers, to whom they are 
directed are franked; and will go with this, and other letters 
to the Post Office this afternoon. — I do not think it would be 
amiss to add Hartford, in Connecticut (a paper of extensive 
circulation altho' I do not recollect the name of the Editor 
of it) and some Gazette in North Carolina to your list of 
publications. — 

The decisive manner in which you treated the notification of 
Mr. Hadfield, was in my opinion very proper. — There ought to 
be no trifling in these matters. Coaxing a man to stay in Office 
— or to do his duty while he is in it, is not the way to accom- 
plish the object. — 

Having received (by the last Post) the certificates I wrote 
to Philadelphia for I enclose them, with the Power of Attorney 
to Messrs. Willinks, that you may forward them by the first 
conveyance that offers. — I am not in the way to hear of any. — 

The continual disappointments of Messrs. Morris & Nichol- 
son are really painful — One would hope that their assurances 
were not calculated for delay and yet they seem to admit of 
hardly any other interpretation. — An answer from the Secre- 
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tary of the Treasury might and I think ought to have been 
received by you on Wednesday last. — With esteem & regard 
I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 204. 

To Gustavus Scott. 

Mount Vernon, 
4 July, 1796. 
Sir; 

If the public dispatches which I receive and am obliged to 
answer by every Post, would permit, I would go more into 
detail and explanation of the subject of your last (separate) 
letter, than it is possible for me to do at present. I will not, 
however, let it pass without some further expression of my 
ideas; and the understanding I always had of your entrance 
into the office you now hold, in the Federal City. 

That the Secretary of State's letter to you (which I have 
not by me at this place to resort to) may have been so worded 
as to leave the alternative of residing in the City or in George 
Town, is not necessary, if it was justifiable to deny; because 
a change of circumstances would certainly authorize a change 
of measures. But independent of this, it must not be for- 
gotten, that at the time the letter above alluded to was written, 
such an alternative was indispensable, for as much as there 
were no convenient accommodations for the Commissioners in 
the City, and because houses could not be erected in a moment, 
under the circumstances which then existed. In addition to 
this, let it be remembered, also, that the first Commissioners, 
sensible of the propriety and advantages which would result 
therefrom, had resolved to build a house for their own accom- 
odation at or near the spot where the Hotel now stands ; and 
were diverted from it (if my memory serves me) partly by 
two causes: — first, from a doubt of the propriety of such an 
application of public money ; and 2ndly, from an opinion that 
they could be accommodated in the Hotel, when built, — which, 
it was expected, would happen long since. 

I mention these things to show there has been no inconsist- 
ency in my sentiments or conduct; and that to enable the 
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Commissioners to comply with the views of Government, and 
to devote their time to its service, the present compensation 
was resolved on. 

Your other allegation is of a more serious nature; and if 
deception withdrew you from what you deemed a permanent 
establishment at Baltimore, it cannot be justified. But be 
assured, Sir, this is a new view of the subject; and that the 
proposal to you, to become a Commissioner, originated in 
assurances, confidently given to me, that you had resolved to 
remove to the Federal City, or to George Town ; and because I 
knew you had a considerable interest in the vicinity of them. 
Was not the first application to you predicated on this infor- 
mation ? 

But I must be explicit in declaring, that not only to obviate 
the suspicions and jealousies which proceed from a residence 
of the Commissioners without the City, or in a remote corner 
of it, not only that they may be where the busy and important 
scenes are transacting, that they may judge of the conduct 
of others not from reports only, but from ocular proof, as the 
surest guide to economy and despatch; — independent, I say, 
of these considerations, which are momentous of themselves, 
I should view the residence of the Commissioners of the City 
and their officers of different grades, in some central part of 
it as a nest egg (pardon the expression) which would attract 
others, and prove the surest means of accomplishing the great 
object which all have in view — the removal of Congress at the 
appointed time — without which, every thing will become stag- 
nant, and your sanguine hopes blasted. 

To be frank, I must give it to you as my opinion, that in 
relation to the concerns of the City, the Commissioners stand 
precisely in the same light (if not in a stronger one) that each 
does to any interesting matter in a train of execution for him- 
self. — Would you, then, notwithstanding you may have an 
architect to carry on your buildings on Rock Hill, 26 and a 
man to superintend your attending laborers, trust to their pro- 

26 The name of the property where Mr. Scott was living and which he 
had purchased from Anthony Holmead. The land lay between Bock 
Creek and Florida Ave. west of P St. and later when the home of Joel 
Barlow was known as Kalorama. 
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ceeding without your minute inspection of their conduct? I 
think, and am sure, you will answer, no. I do not mean by 
this question to exhibit a charge, for I do as truly tell you, that 
I do not know, or ever heard, how aften you visit your own 
concerns there. It is upon general principles I argue. A 
man of industry and exertion will not, on his own account, 
have a work of that sort on hand without giving close attention 
to it. And certain it is, the obligation (because of the re- 
sponsibility) is at least equally great when entrusted by the 
Public. 

After all, as the season is now far advanced, houses, in the 
situation I have described as most eligable, may not be to be 
rented. I am not unwilling that the removal of the Commis- 
sioners, if they find much inconvenience in doing it, may be 
suspended until the commencement of the operations of next 
spring, when it will certainly be expected, and if known, I 
have no doubt but that houses will be prepared for their ac- 
comodation by that time. 

You will, from the length of this Letter, with difficulty, give 
credit to my assertion in the beginning of it ; but as a proof, 
not only of its verity, but of the friendship and candor with 
which it is written, it shall go to you in its present rough garb ; 
and with all its imperfections, accompanied with assurances of 
the esteem and regard with which I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 243. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
18th. Septr. 1796 
Gentlemen, 

More than once, the Spanish Minister expressed, with pleas- 
ing solicitude, the intentions of his Government to erect in the 
Federal City a suitable Building for the accommodation of its 
Eepresentative, near the Government of the United^ States ; 
provided a convenient & agreeable Site could be obtained for 
the purpose. — I always answered that this measure would be 
very pleasing & agreeable to me ; & that I was sure the Com- 
missioners of the Federal City would feel happy in accom- 
modating him with ground for these Buildings. — 
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But on Tuesday last he told me, that application had been 
made to you through or by Mr. Barry, and difficulties (which 
he was not able to explain to me) had occurred. — I hope they 
can be removed, for in my opinion, a precedent of this sort 
may influence other foreign Governments to follow the ex- 
ample, which would, I conceive, contribute much more to the 
advancement of the City than any pecuniary consideration to 
be derived from the Sale of the Lots. — 27 

I shall not dwell however, on the subject in this letter, as I 
expect in eight or ten days to be in the City, and will renew 
the matter then. — With very great esteem & regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 244. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
5th. Octo. 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

The bad weather (rather rain) on monday, prevented my 
sending to the post office, as usual, that afternoon ; — of course 
it retarded your receipt of the enclosed request of the 
Trustees. — 

I will give the several metters contained in your letter of the 
first instant due consideration and inform you of the result 
as I pass thro' the City on my return to Philada. which I ex- 
pect will be on, or about the 25th. 

If this delay will involve inconveniences, let me be in- 
formed thereof, and I will endeavour to give it to you sooner. 
— With great esteem — I am — Gentlemen — &c. 

27 The difficulties referred to were not overcome. Two years later a 
deed for a portion of the reservation fronting on 17th St. was made out 
by the commissioners and signed by President John Adams conveying 
title to the Queen of Portugal, but the attorney general held that Con- 
gress alone was competent to grant away public property. The deed was 
not delivered. 
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L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 244. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
7th. Octo. 1796 
Gentlemen, 

Hurried in closing my dispatches for the Post Office on 
Wednesday, I enclosed for you a wrong paper. — The proper 
one is now sent and I request that the other may be re- 
turned to, Gentlemen, &ca. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 245. 

To the Commissioners- 
Mount Vernon, 
21 October, 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

According to my promise, I have given the several matters, 
contained in your letter of the 1st. instant, the best considera- 
tion I am able. The following is the result; subject, however, 
to alterations, if upon fuller investigation and the discussion 
I mean to have with you on these topics on my way to Phil- 
adelphia, I should find cause therefor. 

Had not those obstacles opposed themselves to it, which are 
enumerated by one of the commissioners, I should, (for reasons 
which are now unnecessary to assign) have given a decided 
preference to the site, which was first had in contemplation for 
a University in the Federal City. But, as these obstacles 
appear to be insurmountable, the next best site for this pur- 
pose, in my opinion, is the square surrounded by numbers 
twenty-one, twenty-two, thirth-four, forty-five, sixty to sixty- 
three, and I decide in favor of it accordingly. 

Conceiving (if there be space sufficient to afford it) that a 
Botanical Garden would be a good appendage to the institution 
of a university, part of this square might be applied to that 
purpose. If inadequate, and the square, designated in the 
Plan of Major L 'Enfant for a Marine Hospital, is susceptible 
of that Institution and a Botanical Garden also, ground there 
might be appropriated to this use. If neither will admit of it, 



1 68 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

I see no solid objection against commencing this work within 
the President 's square, it being previously understood, that it 
is not to be occupied for this purpose beyond a certain period ; 
or until circumstances would enable or induce the public to 
improve it into pleasure walks. 

Although I have no hesitation in giving it as my opinion, 
that all the squares, excepting those of the Capitol and Pres- 
ident, designated for public purposes, are subject to such 
appropriations as will best accommodate views; yet it is and 
always has been my belief, that it would impair the confidence, 
which ought to be had in the public, to convert them to private 
uses, or to dispose of them otherwise than temporarily to 
individuals. The plan which has been exhibited to, and 
dispersed through, all parts of the world give strong indi- 
cations of a different design; and an innovation, in one 
instance, would lay the foundation for applications in many, 
and produce consequences, which cannot be foreseen, nor 
perhaps easily remedied. My doubts, therefore, with respect 
to designating the square on the Eastern Branch for a Marine 
Hospital, did not proceed from an idea that it might be con- 
verted, advantageously, into salable Lots, but from the utility 
of having an Hospital in the City at all. Finding, however, 
that it is usual in other Countries to have them there, the prac- 
tice, it is to be presumed, is founded in convenience ; and, as 
it might be difficult to procure a site, out of the city, which 
would answer the purpose, I confirm the original idea of plac- 
ing it where it is marked in L 'Enfant 's plan. 

I am disposed to believe, if foreign states are inclined to 
erect buildings for their Representatives near the Government 
of the United States, the sites for these buildings had better 
be left to the choice of their respective Ministers. For, be- 
sides the reasons which have been already adduced against 
innovations, it is very questionable, whether ground low as 
that in the Capitol square, west of the building would be their 
choice. To fix them there, then, might be the means of de- 
feating the object altogether. 

As the business of the Executive officers will be chiefly, if 
not altogether, with the President, sites for their offices ought to 
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be convenient to his residence. But, as the identical spots can 
be better chosen on the ground, with the plan of the city before 
me, than by the latter alone, I will postpone this decision until 
my arrival therein ; as I shall also do other appropriations of 
public squares, if it be necessary to take the matter up before 
my return to Philadelphia. 

It might be well to amplify on those subjects, which you 
conceive ought to be laid before Congress, or the national 
council, and to suggest the mode, which you may have contem- 
plated as best for the purpose, against my arrival, which prob- 
ably, will be on Tuesday or Wednesday next. With great 
esteem, I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 247. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
Gentlemen, 7th. Novr. 1796. 

Your two letters, dated the 31st. Ulto., with their several 
enclosures, were received on thursday last. — The one to Mr. 
Wolcott has been delivered to him; but he seems to have no 
sanguine expectation of obtaining a loan from the Bank of the 
United States, for the purposes of the Federal City. — He in- 
tended to communicate your offer to the President & Directors 
on Saturday and to support it with an expression of his wishes 
that you might be accomodated. — He promised to write to you 
himself by this day's Post, but did not expect he should be 
able to give the result of his application at that time. — 

I gave him your letter' for Messrs. Willink to be forwarded 
to those Gentlemen, — and shewed him the copy of it, as I had 
some doubt myself with respect to the offer of 7y 2 pr. Ct. 
pr. annum. — His doubts of the eligibility of this offer under 
the Act of Congress guaranteeing the Loan being still greater 
than mine, I requested he would give the matter mature con- 
sideration, and inform you of the result, if in his judgment it 
was inadmissable under the Act. — You will observe that the 
objection lyes to the words pr. annum, not because the cost & 
charges in obtaining the Loan may amount to this in the first 
instance. — as Mr. Wolcott (if he is confirmed in this opinion) 
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will write to you himself on this subject, I shall not enlarge, 
except to inform you that I shall detain the Letter until this 
point is decided. — 

My opinion always has been (since the first sale to Green- 
leaf) and still is, oppos'd to large sales of lots, except in the 
dernier resort. — I am more disposed therefore to try any other 
expedient to raise money in preference. — If these fail, and it 
comes to the alternative of selling in the manner you propose, 
or suspending the operations altogether I shall have no hesita- 
tion in my choice of the first. — I have no doubt of your being 
informed of the result of Mr. Wolcotts application here, by 
Wednesday's Mail (if he says nothing thereon today.) — If this 
fails, I will execute & forward the power authorising the other 
application to the Legislature of Maryland, by the succeeding 
Post 

Enclosed is a statement handed to me by the Proprietors of 
the Hotel in the Federal City — I told the bearer (one of them) 
who brought it to me that I would, simply, transmit it. — If 
your answer passes through me, to them let it be distinct from 
other matters, & so framed as that the letter may be turned 
over to them, under a blank cover — With great Esteem I 
am, &c. 

P. B. & G. Letters of Pres., p. 89. 

To the City Trustees. 
George Washington, President op the United States. 

To Thomas Beall op George, and John M. Gantt — 

greeting — 

Whereas in and by certain Deeds executed by Amos Smith 
and others, whereby the whole Land of the said Amos Smith 
and others, situate in the Town of Carrollsburgh and also of 
Hamburgh (now included in the City of Washington) is vested 
in you subject to the Trusts in the said Deeds, mentioned; and 
whereas all the Lands belonging to Minors, persons absent out 
of the State, married women, or persons non compos mentis, or 
Lands the property of the State, are by an Act of the Assembly 
of the State of Maryland, intitled, "An Act concerning the 
Territory of Columbia and the City of Washington " subjected 
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to the terms and conditions recited in the before mentioned 
Deeds from Amos Smith and others ; and whereas all the other 
Lands, belonging as aforesaid, within the limits of the said 
City of Washington are subjected to the same terms and con- 
ditions as Notley Young, Daniel Carroll of Duddington and 
others, have subjected their Lands to, by their Deeds of trust, 
respectively, and where no conveyances have been made the 
Legal Estate and trust are by the said Act of Assembly, vested 
in you, in the same manner as if each proprietor had been 
competent to make, and had made a legal conveyance of his or 
her Land, according to the form of those already mentioned 
with proper acknowledgment of the execution thereof, and 
where necessary for the release of Dower ; — and where, as it is 
provided in and by the several Deeds of trust mentioned in the 
before in part recited Act of Assembly, that you shall on the 
request of the President of the United States for the time 
being, convey all or any part of the Land which shall not then 
be conveyed, in execution of the Trusts aforesaid to such 
person or persons as he shall appoint, in fee-Simple — I do 
therefore, in order to prevent any difficulties which may arise 
in the execution of the said Trusts, request you to convey all 
the Lands in the Towns of Carrollsburgh and Hamburgh, 
vested in you by the said Deeds from Amos Smith and others ; 
and also, all Land in the said City of Washington vested in 
you by virtue of the before in part recited Act of Assembly 
to Gustavus Scott, William Thornton and Alexander White, 
Commissioners appointed under the Act of Congress intitled 
' ' An Act for establishing the temporary and permanent Seat 
of the Government of the United States", in fee-Simple, sub- 
ject to the Trusts yet remaining to be executed; and you are 
further requested to convey, in like manner, to the said Gus- 
tavus Scott, William Thornton and Alexander White, a cer- 
tain Island or part of an Island situate in Aquia Creek, in the 
county of Stafford and Commonwealth of Virginia, conveyed 
to you by George Brent, subject to the Trusts in the Deed of 
the said George Brent yet remaining to be executed. 

Given under my hand, this tenth-day of November in the 
Year one thousand seven hundred & ninety six. 

Go. Washington. 
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To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
11 Nov., 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

Enclosed is the Act with my signature, requesting Thomas 
Beall of George, and John M. Gantt to reconvey to the Com- 
missioners of the Federal City all the lands within the same 
which had been vested in them, in trust, — 

Yesterday the Secretary of the Treasury shewed me the 
copy of the letter he had written, to you on Monday last, as 
also of the one he had addressed to the President & Board 
of Directors relative to your application for a loan from the 
Bank of the United States. 

In consequence of the latter a committee has been appointed 
to examine and report their opinion on the said application : — 
the result of which was unknown to him at that time. — Until 
I am informed of this, I shall forbear to send the other act, 
authorising the resort to the Legislature of the State of Mary- 
land. With respect and esteem, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 250. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
21st. Novr. 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

Tour letter of the 11th. Instant has been duly received. — 
The altered One to Messrs. Wilhem, and Jan Willink has been 
forwarded to its address, and the former is herewith re- 
turned. — 

Your application to the Bank of the United States for the 
loan of Money, having failed, (as I presume the Secretary of 
the Treasury has informed you, and as I had always supposed 
would be the case) I have executed the Power wch. was sent to 
me authorising a similar application to the Legislature of 
Maryland. — & hope, if made, that it will be attended with 
better success. — I advise the retention of it however, a few 
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days, until you hear from Mr. "Wolcott the result of his sound- 
ings of a Mr. Hope, (of the House of Hope, late of Amsterdam) 
who is just arrived in this City ; and of whom it is supposed 
money may be obtained 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 253. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
27th. Novr. 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 21st. instant, with its enclosures, came 
duly to hand ; — previous to which I had dispatched the Power, 
authorising an application to the Legislature of Maryland, for 
the loan of money — accompanying it however with a request 
that, it might not be carried into operation until you should 
have learnt the result of an application contemplated to be 
made by the Secretary of the Treasury to a Mr. Hope of 
Amsterdam. — This application has been made — the result was 
to be known today ; — and by the Mail of tomorrow you are to 
be informed thereof. — So says Mr. Wolcott to me. — 

The Memorial, relative to the Establishment of a University 
in the Federal City, I shall retain until the meeting of Con- 
gress ; and then dispose of it as circumstances may dictate. — 

The dissensions, & controversies which so frequently happen 
in that City are extremely to be regretted ; and nothing I am 
persuaded, will contribute more to appease them, and to remove 
the jealousies which without, will forever exist than the resi- 
dence of the Commissioners within the City ; for which reason 
I do in behalf of the public give it as my decided opinion that 
they ought, and as my expectation that they will remove into 
it, before the building operations of the ensuing year com- 
mences. — It would, I conceive, be submitting to a novel doc- 
trine, to have the Commissioners of any City non-residents 
thereof. — How much greater then must it be in one where 
there such a variety of object to attend to? — and such inces- 
sant calls upon their activity ? — 

I am persuaded that upon due consideration of decisive 
opinion (only the repetition of a former one) now given, you 
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will, equally with others, see the propriety of enforcing it, as 
well for the purpose of answering the public expectation, & 
causing jealousies to subside, as from the intrinsic benefits 
which will result from the measure, in many points. — 

Mr. Walkers attack, appears to me to be as impolitic, as it 
is indecent and intemperate, but as the issue of Indictments 
(as far as my observations have gone) have not often answered 
the ends of the prosecution, I thought it expedient to require 
the opinion of the Attorney General of the United States on 
the question you propounded to me; — enclosed is the copy of 
it. — Having done so, I submit the course to be pursued to your 
own judgment. — To prosecute in this City, if Mr. Walker has 
become a resident of it, would, I presume, be duly considered 
before it is undertaken. — With very great esteem & regard 
I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 255. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
1 December, 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 25th ulto. came to hand on Tuesday last ; 
but it was not in my power to give it an earlier acknowledg- 
ment: — and now I must do it without resorting to papers (to 
be perfectly correct.) — The pressure of my business with the 
different Departments, previous to the meeting of Congress — 
and my own preparation for that event, leaves me but little 
time to attend to other matters. 

The discontents with which you are assailed by one or other 
of the proprietors in the Federal City, must, unquestionably, 
be very disagreeable and troublesome to you, for they are ex- 
tremely irksome to me. 

In the case however before us, I conceive Mr. Corachichi 
might have received a definitive answer, without referring the 
matter to the Executive. On what part of the Contract with 
Greenleaf he has founded an opinion that a site was desig- 
nated for a University, and has built his complaints — or how 
it came to pass, that any allusion to such a measure should 
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have found its way into that contract, I have no more recollec- 
tion than I have a conception, of what could have induced it ; 
— for your clerk has omitted sending the Extract. 

It is a well known fact, or to say the least, it has been always 
understood by me, that the establishment of a University in 
the Federal City depended upon several contingencies; — one 
of which, and a material one too — was donations for the pur- 
pose. Until lately, this business could scarcely be said to have 
advanced beyond the wishes of its advocates, although these 
wishes were accompanied generally with expressions of what 
might be expected; and whenever the names of Mr. Blodget 
and the proprietors of that vicinity; were mentioned in rela- 
tion to this business the idea (expressed or implied) always 
was — that they meant to give the Ground. 

Is this the intention of Mr. Corachichi relative to the object 
he is now contending for? if it is, and a sufficient space of 
ground, on these terms, can be obtained there for this purpose, 
without interfering with the property of Orphans, my opinion 
is, that the University ought to be placed there. — But, if this is 
not the design, can that Gentleman, or any other expect that 
the public will buy (for an exchange is a purchase, and may 
be of the most troublesome kind) when it has unappropriated 
ground nearly as convenient? — and why do this? — because a 
site has been loosely talked of, because a proprietor to enhance 
the sale of his property has colored the advantages of it as 
highly as he could, — and because the purchaser, omitting to 
investigate matters beforehand, wants the public to encounter 
an expence — it is unable to bear — by way of redress for his 
own incaution. — For what would have been the answer of the 
Commissioners, if he had previously applied to them, to know 
if a University would be placed where he is now contending 
for? — Certainly, that he ought not to calculate upon it. — If 
that would have been the answer then (and unless there are 
facts which have escaped my recollection) I can conceive no 
other could have been given, it is not inapplicable at present. 

A University was not even contemplated by Major L 'Enfant 
in the plan of the City which was laid before Congress ; taking 
its origin from another source. — This plan you shall receive by 



176 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

the first safe hand who may be going to the Federal City. — 
By it you may discover (tho' almost obliterated) the directions 
given to the Engraver by Mr. Jefferson, with a pencil, what 
parts to omit. — The principle on which it was done I have com- 
communicated to you on more occasions than one. With 
esteem &c. 

P. S. Since writing the foregoing, I have received the 
extract, omitted to be enclosed in your letter of the 25th ulto. 

I do not recollect ever to have seen or heard of it before. — 
Nor do I see any cause to change my opinion since I have done 
so, unless upon the condition which is mentioned in the body 
of this letter — that is, receiving the ground for the proposed 
site, as a donation. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 260. 

To Gustavus Scott. 

Philada. 
Sir, 7. Decern: 1796. 

Taking into consideration the critical situation of the funds 
of the Commissioners, I have, though with much reluctance, 
written a letter to the Governor of Maryland (agreeably to the 
request of the Commissioners) to be laid before the Assembly 
of that State. — The letter is enclosed herewith — & left un- 
sealed for your perusal ; after which you will please to seal & 
deliver, or have it delivered to the Governor. I am Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 259. 

To J. H. Stone, Governor op Maryland. 

Philadelphia 
Sir 7 december 1796. 

The attempts lately made by the Commissioners of the city 
of Washington to borrow money in Europe for the purpose of 
carrying on the public buildings having failed or been retarded 
they have been authorized by me to apply to your State for 
a loan of one hundred & fifty thousand dollars upon terms 
which they will communicate. Such is the present situation 
of foreign nations with respect to money, that according to the 
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best information there is no reasonable hope of obtaining a 
loan in any of them immediately, and .applications can now 
only be made in the United States upon this subject with any 
prospect of success and perhaps nowhere with greater pro- 
priety than to the Legislature of Maryland where it must be 
presumed the most anxious solicitude is felt for the growth 
and prosperity of that City which is intended for the perma- 
nent seat of government in America — 

If the State has it in its power to lend the money which is 
solicited, I persuade myself it will be done, and the more 
especially at this time when a loan is so indispensable that 
without it, not only very great and many impediments must 
be endured in the proportion of the work now in hand, but 
inevitable loss must be sustained by the funds of the City, in 
consequence of premature sales of the public property — I have 
thought I ought not to omit to state for the information of the 
General Assembly, as well the difficulty of obtaining money on 
loan, as the present necessity for it, which I must request the 
favor of you most respectfully to communicate. With very 
great respect &ca. 

The following note is attached to the letter ; 

The Attorney General will observe the only objection which 
has occurred to him against the President's putting his signa- 
ture to a letter such as the foregoing is that it is not usual for 
the President to correspond but by the channel of certain 
officers and the Commissioners are the proper persons on com- 
mon occasions which concern the city. But as this letter is 
not addressed to an individual, but to the sovereign power of 
a State, the objection may be disregarded if the President shall 
think it expedient to write upon the subject — 

7th. deer. 1796. Charles Lee 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 261. 

To Alexr. White. 

Philadelphia 
Dear Sir, 26th. Deer. 1796 

Your letter of the 15th. inst. was not received until friday 
last, too late for the Post of that day — of course the receipt 
13 
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of it could not meet an earlier acknowledgment than by the 
Mail of this morng. 

I wish Mrs. White's determination had been otherwise than 
is announced in your letter ; but if I understand the expression 
of it, as it respects yourself, I do not see what more the 
Public could reasonably require of you, than you are dis- 
posed to give, when after saying this determination must occa- 
sion your Eesignation you add " unless my personal attend- 
ance may be considered as sufficient " and then subjoin, "My 
court business is so far disposed of, and I shall make such 
arrangements with respect to my property, that I have no 
doubt of being able to perform my full share of the duties 
of the office, if under existing circumstances, the residence of 
my family ought to be dispensed with" 

However desirable on your account, and wished by others, 
that Mrs. White could have reconciled it to her inclination to 
have become a resident in the federal City, yet, tho' her not 
doing it is to $e regretted, I am well disposed to accept the con- 
tinuance of your services upon the terms I understand they 
are offered — the residg. there yourself. It never was expected 
that a Commissioner should never be absent from his Post — 
though presumed always that such absence should be so timed 
as to produce no derelection of, or inconvenience to, the public 
concerns which are intrusted to their management — and while 
there are three in Commission (if harmony prevails) matters 
may, certainly, be so arranged as to avoid these, as well as the 
unpleasant animadversions which otherwise might attach 
themselves. 

I am perfectly satisfied that your own sense of propriety, 
will never suffer you to neglect any trust you wd. accept, & in 
that confidence I remain &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 262. 

To William Thornton. 

Philadelphia 
Sir, 26th. Decemr. 1796. 

Your letter of the 4th. of the present month came to my 
hands in the usual course of the Post ; but a pressure of other 
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matters at that time, prevented my acknowledging the receipt 
of it at an earlier period. — 

As you seem sensible of the propriety of the Commissioners 
residing in the City, with the concerns of which they are 
entrusted, I have not the smallest doubt of your removing 
thither as soon as you can be accommodated in the house you 
have chosen with the situation of which I am well pleased, as 
it is in the midst of your operations; — and let me give it 
strongly as my opinion, that all the Officers, and every matter, 
& thing that relates to the City ought to be transacted therein, 
and the persons to whose care they are committed Eesidents. — 
Measures of this sort, would form societies in the City — give it 
eclat — & by increasing the population, contribute not a little 
to the accommodation of the Members who compose the Con- 
gress ; for it is of little signification to prepare a house for that 
body to sit in, unless there are others, for their bed and board. 
— the latter of which are more enquired after than the former, 
by the present Members of Congress now in this City. — I have 
always thought therefore, that buildings between the Capitol & 
Presidents house ought to be encouraged as much as possible ; 
— and nothing would have a greater tendency towards accom- 
plishing this, than the Commissioners making that part of the 
City their residence, & compelling all those who are under their 
control to do the same, as far as accommodations can be pro- 
vided for them there, & around the Capitol. — It may be relied 
on that the Residence in George Town, of those who are 
entrusted wth. the management of matters in the City is a 
drawback and a serious evil. — Holding the Office of Records 
there, is not a little complained of. These sentiments, al- 
though given to you at this time, as an individual of the 
board, I wish to have strongly impressed upon that body. — 
With great esteem & regard — 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 265. 

To Gustavus Scott. 

Philadelphia 
sir 26th. Deer. 1796. 

Your favor of the 15th. instt. was not received until the 
22d. — To what the delay is to be ascribed, I know not. 
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The voice of Maryland, as expressed by it's Legislature, in 
the Eesolutions which you enclosed, is flattering indeed, as 
respects myself, personally, — and highly pleasing as it relates 
to their federal sentiments. — I thank you for sendg. them 

From what you have said of the disposition of the Senate, 
of that State, the presumption is, that the loan of $100,000 for 
the use of the Federal City, must, 'ere this have passed 
through all the requisite forms — The necessity of the case 
justified the obtaining of it on almost any terms, & the zeal of 
the Commissioners (if they, in their individual capacities, 
which they surely may do without hazarding anything) in 
making themselves liable for the amount, as it could not be 
had without, cannot fail of approbation. — At the same time 
I must confess that the request has a very singular appearance 
and will not I should suppose, be very grateful to the feelings 
of Congress. "With great esteem & regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 263. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
26th. Deer. 1796. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letters of the 30th & 31st. of November, and 5th of the 
present month, are now before me ; — the receipt of which have, 
until now, remained unacknowledged. — 

I have not been unmindful however, of the contents of that, 
which relates to public property, &ca. in the Federal City ; but 
laying it with the two former Powers, & other Papers before 
the Attorney General of the United States, you will receive his 
opinion thereon under cover with this letter. — It would have 
been sent sooner, had I not been desirous of a personal con- 
ference with that Gentleman; but which for ten or twelve 
days or more, has been prevented by his indisposition, & this 
still confines him to his chamber. — 

I shall be ready, while I remain in Office, to execute any 
Power which you may suggest — the Attorney General approve 
— and the nature of the case will warrant — for the purpose of 
designating and conveying the different descriptions of prop- 
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erty therein — and it will lye with the Commissioners to bring 
these matters forward, as their attention must be more imme- 
diately turned to objects of that sort than mine possibly can be. 

With respect to the claims of individual proprietors, to be 
compensated for the spaces occasioned by the intersection of 
Streets and Avenues, I should conceive that they might, with 
equal propriety ask payment for the Streets themselves; but 
the terms of the original contract, or cession, if a dispute on 
this point should arise, must be recurred to, for I presume 
the opinion of the President, in such a case, would avail 
nothing. — But, if angles are taken off, at these spaces, the 
case is materially altered ; and, without designing it, you make 
a square where none was contemplated, and thereby not only 
lay the foundation of claim for those angles but for the space 
also which is made a square by that act. — 

I have never yet met with a single instance, where it has 
been proposed to depart from the published plan of the City 
that an inconvenience or dispute of some sort has not, sooner, 
or later — occurred — for which I am persuaded there should be 
no departure from it, but in cases of necessity, or very obvious 
utility. — 

The Deed is returned. — and with very great esteem and 
regard I am Gentlemen, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 273. 

To George Walker. 

Philadelphia 
26th. Jan. 1797. 
Sir, 
Your letter of the 24th. inst. was received this day. — 
It was not, I conceive, the intention of the Law which estab- 
lished the seat of the general Government, that the President 
of the United States should enter into the detail of the business 
for the execution of which Commissioners were appointed. — 
But it certainly is his duty, when charges of malpractice, im- 
proper conduct are exhibited against them, to cause the 
charges to be fairly examined. — This I shall do; — in the first 
instance, by transmitting a copy of your letter, that they may 
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severally know, of what they are accused; that, from the 
answers I shall receive, ulterior measures may be decided on. 

This is the line of conduct I have always pursued. — For, as I 
never on the one hand, suffer information unfavourable to the 
character or conduct of public Officers (who are amenable to 
the Executive) to pass unnoticed; — so, on the other, from 
motives of delicacy as well as justice, I have conceived it 
proper to hear, always, what they have to say in their justi- 
fication before a more formal investigation takes place. — 

With respect to the residence of the Commissioners in the 
City, they are perfectly well informed of the sentimts. of the 
Executive on that head ; and it is not to be doubted that they 
will conform thereto. — "With sincere thanks for your good 
wishes I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 274. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
29th. Jan. 1797. 
Gentlemen, 

Having received a letter from Mr. George Walker, of which 
a copy is enclosed, with my answer; a sense of duty to the 
public, and of propriety as it relates to yourselves, requires the 
transmission of both, to you; for the purpose which is ex- 
pressed in the latter. — 

After the severe weather we have had, I think it probable 
there will be an early Spring ; In which event, I persuade my- 
self that great exertions will be used to forward the Capitol in 
preference to any other object. All others indeed depend, in 
a high degree, thereon, and are or ought to be subordinate 
thereto. — As well therefore with a view to remove those un- 
happy jealousies (which have had such a baneful influence 
on the affairs of that City) as to invigorate the operations on 
that building, I cannot too often, nor too strongly enjoin it 
upon those who have not already taken their stands in the 
City, to do it without delay ; and as convenient to the impor- 
tant theatre, as they can be accommodated. — 

It may be relied on, that even among the best disposed 
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friends to the Act for establishing the seat of government on 
the Potomac, there are many who intermix doubts with anxiety, 
lest the principal building should not be in a situation to ac- 
commodate Congress by the epoch of their removal ; — and it is 
not less certain that private buildings (wch. are essential for 
the accommodation of their members) will progress no faster 
than the other: — nay less, — as buildings around the Capitol 
will be erected principally by the wealthy — by those who 
would take in boarders — and by Shop-keepers ; — the whole of 
those, more than probable, will wait — until the accomplish- 
ment of the first (the prospect of it I mean) is reduced to a 
moral certainty. — 

It is not only of infinite importance therefore to make all 
other measures yield, in reality to this, but in appearance also ; 
— especially under the present difficulty of obtaining loans, 
and the uncertainty of your funds ; which must depend upon 
the public opinion, and the confidence which is placed in the 
administration of them. — To what I have here said, I shall only 
add the esteem & regard of, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 276. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia, 
15th February, 1797. 
Gentlemen, 

Several of your letters have been received within this few 
days; and notwithstanding the accumulation of business — 
consequent of the near epoch for my quitting the chair of Gov- 
ernment, the receipt of them should not have remained so long 
unacknowledged had I not placed such as related to the power 
of Attorney and to some disputed points, into the hands of 
the Law officer of the United States for his official opinion; 
without having received his report — owing, I believe to his 
having been hurried, almost as much as myself. 

Thus circumstanced, I shall confine the subject of this letter 
wholly to the expression of my sentiments relatively to the 
public buildings; conceiving it necessary that you should be 
informed of them without delay. — 
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When in the course of the Autumn you suggested the pro- 
priety of designating the sites for the Executive offices, and 
for providing materials for their erection, I yielded a ready 
assent ; and still think that if we had the means at command, 
and no doubt was entertained of the adequacy of them, that 
these buildings ought to commence. 

But, when the difficulty in obtaining loans — and the disad- 
vantageous terms on which the money is borrowed, has since 
become so apparent; — when I see those whose interest it is to 
appreciate the credit of the city, and to aid the Commissioners 
in all their laudable exertions, brooding over their jealousies, 
and spreading the seeds of distrust; — and when I perceive (as 
I clearly do) that the public mind is in a state of doubt, if not 
in despair of having the principal building in readiness for 
Congress, by the time contemplated ; — for these reasons I say, 
and for others which might be enumerated, I am now decidedly 
of opinion that the edifices for the Executive offices ought to 
be suspended ; — that the work on the house for the President 
should advance no faster (at the expense or retardment of the 
Capitol) than is necessary to keep pace therewith; — and to 
preserve it from injury; — and, that all the means (not essen- 
tial for other purposes) and all the force, ought to be employed 
on the Capitol. 

It may be relied on, that it is the progress of that building, 
that is to inspire, or depress public confidence. Under any 
circumstances this more or less would be the case; but when 
it is reported by many and believed by some (without founda- 
tion I am persuaded) that there is a bias elsewhere; it is 
essential on the score of policy, and for the gratification of the 
public wishes, that this work should be vigorously prosecuted 
in the manner I have suggested — and I require it accordingly. 
— Considered in a simple point of view, the matter stands thus. 
— Are the fund sufficient to accomplish all the objects which 
are contemplated? — If doubts arise, then, which of those 
objects are to be preferr'd? — on this ground there would be 
but one opinion; — every body would cry out, the Capitol. 
Again, admit that the resources will ultimately be adequate, 
but cannot be drawn forth in the ratio of your general wants, 
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will not the same answer as it respects time apply with equal 
force to the building just mentioned ? — This then, seems to be 
safe ground to proceed on. It would gratify the public wishes 
and expectation ; might, possibly appease clamor ; — and, if all 
the buildings cannot be completed in time no material evil 
would result from the postponement of the subordinate offices, 
until the Capitol is in such a state of forwardness as to re- 
move all doubts of its being ready for the reception of Congress 
by the time appointed. — Another good (mentioned in a former 
letter) would flow therefrom; which is, that in proportion as 
that building advanced, and doubts subsided, private buildings 
would be erected where they would be most wanted for the 
accommodation of the members — The public offices might shift 
(as they have done) a while longer: I write in much haste 
(for this morning's Post) that the letter may get to you in the 
course of the week. If I have expressed myself in such a 
manner as to be clearly understood, it is enough; you must 
excuse the scrawl, and believe me to be, with esteem, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 279. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
17th. Feb. 1797. 
Gentlemen 

In looking over the press copy of the letter I wrote you by 
the Post of Wednesday last, which was penned in great haste, 
to be in time for the Mail ; I perceive some ambiguity in the 
expression of my sentiment respecting the building designated 
for the President of the U. States ; and therefore these lines 
are given in explanation. — 

It was not, nor is it my intention that the work on that house 
should cease, for that might prove injurious to the parts al- 
ready executed, — and to the materials which are prepared for 
the completion of the Walls and covering the same. — The idea 
I meant to convey was, that these should go on, but with as 
moderate means as would accomplish the object and guard 
the edifice from damage by weather ; employing the remaining 
force on the Capitol ; resting the matter upon a little time, and 
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the prospect of your fund, to determine, unequivocally, whether 
both buildings can be completed by the year 1800 : and until 
this is ascertained, to proceed on the Capitol in the manner, & 
for the purposes I have mentioned to you before. — 

It has been advised, that an Act of Congress should be ob- 
tained for incorporating the Commissioners of the City of 
"Washington, and their Successors for the particular purpose 
of enabling them to take & hold in fee simple, for the use of 
the United States, the lands within the City set apart and 
appropriated by the President to their use. — 

It is supposed possible that some inconvenience may arise at 
a future day if the conveyance be made to any persons & their 
heirs in their individual capacity, by reason of their absence, 
infancy, or other unforeseen causes which will not occur in 
case the Commissioners are incorporated and the conveyance is 
made to them. — A bill for this purpose is now before Congress 
and expected to pass. — So soon as a decision is had upon it a 
direction will be sent for a conveyance of those appropriated 
lands to be made to the Commissioners if incorporated ; if not 
then to the same persons in their individual capacity. — 

At the same time, — perhaps sooner — I will give you my 
sentimts. on the Memorial of Mr. Davidson, & other matters. — 
In the meantime, with esteem & regard I remain, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 280. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
20th. Feby. 1797. 
Gentlemen, 

Keasons which I have frequently assigned, have prevented 
me from acknowledging sooner, the receipt of your letter of 
the 3d. instant ; relatively to the Memorial of Dr. Davidson. — 
Indeed I have so often expressed my unwillingness to depart 
from the engraved plan in any instance where it could be 
avoided, that I had hoped no repetition of this sort would have 
been made to you, by any of the Proprietors. — 

Whether the area in front of the building intended for the 
President of the United States be circular, according to Majr. 
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L 'Enfant 's plan, or square as the engraved one represents, is 
immaterial in the abstract, or as it concerns the Public and 
Mr. Davidson only; but if the gratification of that gentleman 
sets a principle afloat, and thereby opens a door to similar 
applications, it attaches an importance which may involve 
inextricable difficulties. — 

To what Mr. Davidson alludes in the scored part of the 
following sentence, "I can venture to assert that numberless 
deviations were made by Majr. Ellicott from the original plan, 
and I have reason to believe that many have been made since" 
you, much better than I, can explain. — That many alterations 
have been made from Majr. L'Enfants plan by Majr. Ellicott, 
(with the approbation of the Executive) is not denied; — that 
some were deemed essential is avowed; — and had it not been 
for the materials which he happened to possess, 'tis probable 
no engraving from Majr. L'Enfants draught would ever have 
been exhibited to the public ; for after the disagreement which 
took place between him and the late Commissioners, his obsti- 
nacy threw every difficulty it could, in the way of its accom- 
plishment. — 

To this summary may be added, that Mr. Davidson is mis- 
taken if he supposes that the transmission of Majr. L'Enfants 
Plan of the City to Congress, was the completion thereof. — So 
far from it, it will appear by the message which accompanied 
the same that it was given as matter of information, to show 
what state the business was in, & the return of it requested. 
— That neither house of Congress passed any act consequent 
thereupon. — That it remained as before, under the controul of 
the Executive. — That afterwards, several errors were discov- 
ered & corrected, — many alterations made, and the appropria- 
tions (except as to the Capitol & Presidents house) struck 
out under that authority, before it was sent to the Engraver ; 
intending that his work, & the promulgation thereof, were to 
give it the final, & regulating stamp. 

I have been thus particular to show that Mr. Davidson is 
not treading on solid ground, or in other words, that he is 
claiming as a matter of right what can only be yielded on the 
principle of harmony, or for mutual benefit; and therefore, it 
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only remains to be repeated, that if the proposed alteration 
would have a tendency towards inviting applications of a sim- 
ilar nature I shall be decidedly against the measure. — If on the 
other hand, the case is singular, & no consequences would be 
involved in the acquiescence ; — as it is immaterial whether the 
area is semicircular or square ; — as contention may be avoided 
— and both parties, in a pecuniary point of view benefited, I 
leave the question, under the privisos, before mentioned, to 
your own decision; as you must have a more comprehensive 
view of circumstances than I can acquire. 

The other part of Mr. Davidson's Memorial is yet more ex- 
traordinary ; — for if the Proprietors — in consideration of hav- 
ing the permanent Seat of the Government established among 
them, yielded a portion of their property for public uses — 
shall, afterwards, take upon themselves to decide what shall 
not be done with it, they may, by the same parity of reason, 
direct the uses to which the squares shall be applied. — This 
is too absurd. "With esteem & regard — I am, &c. 

P. S. 

I am informed that Mr. Hadfield is enquiring, in this City, 
for Carvers. — I earnestly recommend that all Carving not 
absolutely necessary to preserve consistency, may be avoided ; 
— as well as to save time and expence, as because I believe it is 
not so much the taste now as formerly. — 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 284. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
27th. Feb. 1797. 
Gentlemen, 

As the curtain is about to close on the political scenes of my 
life ; and consequently to terminate the agency I have had in 
the affairs of the Federal City ; I will, as far as a very hurried 
situation will permit, take notice of such parts of your several 
letters as remain undecided on. 

Having already informed you, that a Bill is pending in Con- 
gress for Incorporating the Commissioners of the City of 
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Washington, I shall say, or rather do nothing, relative to the 
Power you sent me, until the fate of that Bill is known. 

I am obliged also to be silent respecting the reference of the 
dispute with Mr. Law; as the Attorney General, into whose 
hands the papers were placed for an official opinion has not 
made his final Keport. — So soon as it is received, it shall be 
transmitted, and my sentimts. therewith. 

With regard to the open areas in the City, occasioned by the 
intersection of the Streets and avenues, — explained m,ore 
minutely by one of the Commissioners (Doctr. Thornton) in a 
letter to me, dated the 12th. instant, my opinion is, if I under- 
stand the matter rightly, that the Proprietors are entitled to 
no allowance for the spaces which are occasioned — simply — 
by the width of those Streets and avenues, but, where the areas 
have been enlarged by taking off the angles, in order to in- 
crease the size of these squares or to throw them into a 
circular form, it appears reasonable and just, that they should 
receive payment for the proportion secured to them by con- 
tract: for all such additions, but without any encroachment 
thereon, or change in their form. — 

The Plans for the buildings for the Executive departments 
are in the hands of the Officers who are at the head of them. — 
If possible I will give some direction concerning them before I 
resign the Chair of Government, in order that everything 
which has been ref ered to me, may have met with a decision. — 

I come now Gentlemen, to the consideration of your sevl. 
letters relative to the representation made to me by Mr. Geo. 
Walker. — It is not to be supposed that, my communication to 
you proceeded from any alteration in the good opinion wch. 
I have always had reason to entertain of you, but from other 
motives which were on a former occasion expressed; and it 
affords me pleasure to declare to you, before I go out of 
Office, my real satisfaction with your conduct as Commission- 
ers of the City. — I think the United States are interested in 
the continuance of you in their service, and therefore I should 
regret, if either of you by resignation, should deprive them 
of the assistance which I believe you are able to give in the 
business committed to your care. 
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As those representations were particularly pointed against 
Mr. Scott, a sense of justice seems to require me to express, 
that according to the best of my information the charges are 
unfounded ; and that nothing in him is wanting, except resi- 
dence in the City to render him a useful & valuable member of 
the board of Commissioners. — the necessity of which I am 
persuaded he must see — and will yield to accordingly. — With 
very great esteem & regard I am Gentlemen, &c. 

U. S. vs. M. F. Morris et al., Vol. VI, p. 152. 

To the City Trustees. 
George Washington, President of the United States of 

America, to Thomas Beall of George, and John M. 

Gantt : 

You are hereby requested to convey all the streets in the 
city of Washington, as they are laid out and delineated in the 
plan of the said city hereto annexed; and also the several 
squares, parcels, and lots of ground following, to wit : 

First. The public appropriation beginning at the intersec- 
tion of the south side of north H street, and at the west side of 
a street ninety feet in width, drawn parallel to the west side 
of square numbered two hundred and twenty-one, and running 
due south with the west side of said street until it intersects 
the south side of an east and west street drawn parallel to the 
south front of said square numbered two hundred and twenty- 
one, being ninety feet wide; thence east with the south side 
of said street until it intersects the west side of Fifteenth 
street west ; then south with the west side of Fifteenth street 
west until it intersects the north side of Canal street : thence 
westerly with the north side of Canal street until it intersects 
the east side of Seventeenth street west ; thence north with the 
east side of Seventeenth street west until it intersects the 
south side of an east and west street of ninety feet wide, from 
the south side of square numbered one hundred and sixty- 
seven; thence east with the south side of said street until it 
intersects the east side of a north and south street of ninety 
feet wide, from the east side of square numbered one hundred 
and sixty-seven aforesaid; thence north with the east side of 
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said street until it intersects the south side of North H street ; 
thence east with the south side of said street to the beginning. 

Second. The public appropriation beginning at the inter- 
section of the north side of an east and west street of ninety 
feet wide, from the north front of square numbered six 
hundred and eighty-eight, and the west side of First street 
east ; thence west along the north side of said street until it in- 
tersects the west side of a north and south street drawn at the 
distance of ninety feet from the west front of square num- 
bered six hundred and eighty-eight; thence south with the 
west side of said street until it intersects the north side of 
South B street; thence west with the north side of South B 
street until it intersects the east side of First street west; 
thence north with the east side of First street west until it 
intersects the north side of Maryland avenue; thence south- 
westerly with the north side of Maryland avenue until it 
intersects the north side of South B street; thence west with 
the north side of South B street until it intersects the east 
side of Fifteenth street west ; thence north with the east side 
of Fifteenth street west until it intersects the south side of 
street drawn at a distance of eighty feet on the south side 
of said Canal; thence east with the south side of said street 
until it intersects the south side of Pennsylvania avenue; 
thence with the south side of Pennsylvania avenue until it 
intersects the east side of First street west ; thence north with 
the east side of First street west until it intersects the south 
side of North B street; thence east with the south side of 
North B street until it intersects the west side of a north and 
south street of ninety feet wide, drawn parallel to the west 
front of square numbered six hundred and eighty-seven; 
thence south with the west side of said street until it intersects 
the south side of an east and west street ninety feet wide, 
from the south front of square numbered six hundred and 
eighty-seven; thence east with the south side of said street 
until it intersects the west side of First street east; thence 
south with the west side of said street to the beginning. 

Third. The public appropriation beginning at the inter- 
section of the south side of Canal Street, drawn on the south 
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side of the canal and west side of Fifteenth street west ; thence 
south with the west side of Fifteenth street west until it inter- 
sects the Potomac Eiver; thence northwesterly until it inter- 
sects the canal, thence easterly with the canal to the beginning. 

Fourth. The public appropriation bounded on the north 
by the south side of North E street, on the east by the west 
side of "Twenty-third street west, on the west by the east side 
of Twenty-fifth street west, and on the south by the Potomac 
Eiver. 

Fifth. The public appropriation bounded on the north by 
South T street, on the east by Canal street, on the south by the 
Eastern Branch or Annakostia Eiver, and on the west by the 
Potomac Eiver. 

Sixth. The public appropriation bounded on the north by 
North B street, on the west by Twenty-first street west, on 
the east by Twentieth street west, and on the south by the 
Potomac Eiver. 

Seventh. The public appropriation beginning at the inter- 
section of the north side of Canal street and the east side of 
Ninth street west ; thence north to the south side of an avenue 
drawn in front of square numbered three hundred and eighty- 
two; thence northeasterly with the south side of said avenue 
until it intersects the south side of Pennsylvania avenue; 
thence with the south side of said avenue until it intersects the 
west side of Seventh street west ; thence with the west side of 
said street until it intersects Canal street ; thence west with the 
north side of Canal street to the beginning. 

Eighth. The public appropriation beginning at the inter- 
section of the east side of Ninth street west, and the north 
side of an east and west street, of one hundred feet wide, from 
the north front of squares numbered four hundred and six 
& four hundred and thirty ; thence north with the east side of 
said Ninth street until it intersects the south side of an east 
and west street of ninety feet wide, from the south front of 
square numbered four hundred and five and four hundred and 
twenty-nine; thence east with the south side of said street 
until it intersects the west side of Seventh street west ; thence 
south with the west side of Seventh street until it intersects 
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the north side of the east and west street first mentioned; 
thence west with the north side of said street to the beginning. 

Ninth. The appropriation beginning at the intersection of 
the east side of Fifth street west and the south side of North 
G street ; thence east with the south side of said G street until 
it intersects the west side of Fourth street west ; thence south 
with the west side of Fourth street west until it intersects the 
north side of an avenue; thence westerly parallel with the 
north front of squares numbered five hundred and thirty-three 
and four hundred and ninety until it intersects the east side 
of Fifth street west, leaving the street equally wide; thence 
with the east side of Fifth street west to the beginning. 

Tenth. The appropriation beginning at the intersection of 
the east side of Four-and-a-half street west and south side of 
North C street; thence with the south side of said C street 
until it intersects the west side of Third street west; thence 
south with the west side of said Third street west until it in- 
tersects the north side of North B street ; thence west until it 
intersects the north side of Pennsylvania avenue ; thence with 
the north side of said avenue until it intersects the east side 
of Four-and-a-half street west; thence north with the east 
side of Four-and-a-half street west to the beginning. 

Eleven. The appropriation beginning at the intersection of 
the east side of Third street west and the south side of North 
C street ; thence east with the south side of said C street until 
it intersects the west side of Second street west; thence south 
with the west side of Second street west until it intersects the 
north side of North B street; thence west with the north side 
of North B street until it intersects the east side of third street 
west ; thence north with the east side of said Third street west 
to the beginning. 

Twelfth. The appropriation bounded on the north by B 
street north, on the east by Second street west, on the south- 
west by Pennsylvania avenue, and on the west by Third street 
west. 

Thirteenth. The appropriation bounded on the north by 
the south side of South B street, on the west by the east side 
of Nineteenth street east, the south by the north side of South 
14 
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C street, and on the east by the Eastern Branch or Annakostia 
River. 

Fourteenth. The appropriation bounded on the west by the 
east side of Seventh street east, on the northwest by the south 
side of Georgia avenue, on the north by the south side of M 
street south, on the east by the west side of Ninth street east, 
on the south by the Eastern Branch or Annakostia River. 

Fifteenth. The public appropriation bounded on the north 
by south K street, on the south by South L street, on the east 
by Sixth street east, and on the west by Fifth street east. 

Sixteenth. The public appropriation bounded on the north 
by K street south, on the south by L street south, on the west 
by Sixth street east, and on the east by an alley of sixty feet 
wide, bounding square eight hundred & eighty. 

Seventeenth. The appropriation beginning at the intersec- 
tion of the west side of First street east and the south side of 
E street ; thence south with the west side of said first street 
east until it intersects the south side of an east and west street, 
one hundred feet in width from the south front of square num- 
bered seven hundred and thirty-six ; thence east with the south 
side of said street until it intersects the west side of Third 
street east ; thence south with the west side of Third street east 
until it intersects the north side of an east and west street of 
one hundred feet in width from the north front of square 
numbered seven hundred and thirty-seven; thence west with 
the north side of said street until it intersects the west side 
of a north and south street seventy feet in width from the west 
front of square numbered seven hundred and thirty-seven; 
thence south with the west side of said street until it intersects 
the north side of Canal street; thence with the north side 
of Canal street until it intersects the south side of South E 
street ; thence east with the south side of said street to the be- 
ginning, as the same are also laid out and delineated on the 
said plan, to Gustavus Scott, William Thornton, and Alexan- 
der White, commissioners appointed under the act of Con- 
gress entitled "An act for establishing the temporary and per- 
manent seat of the Government of the United States, ' ' to hold 
to the said Gustavus Scott, William Thornton, and Alexander 
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White, and their successors in office, as commissioners afore- 
said, to the use of the United States forever, according to the 
tenor of the act of Congress aforesaid. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States this 
second day of March, in the year one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-seven. 

[U. S. Seal] [Signed] George Washington 

By the President: 

Timothy Pickering, 
Sect'y of State. 

L. C, Letter Book 14, p. 288. 

To the Commissioners. 

Philadelphia 
3 Mar 1797 
Gentlemen, 

Three things relative to the City of Washington call for my 
decision, and this is the last day I have Power to give any. 

The first respects the dispute with Mr. Law, touching the 
conveyances of Lotts; — the second, to my approbation of the 
Plans for the Executive Offices ; — and the third, to the Instru- 
ment you transmitted to me in your letter of the 31st. of 
January. — 

"With regard to the first, however hard & unexpected the 
case may be as it affects the public interest, — and whatever 
my private opinion on some points may be ; I think it safest, 
and all things considered perhaps the best, to let the opinion 
of the Law Officer of the Government — herewith enclosed — 
prevail; and I advise it accordingly. — The second, not only 
meets my approbation, but is much approved also by the heads 
of Departments ; and may, when the funds and other circum- 
stances will permit be carried into effect; for which purpose 
the Plans are returned with my approving signature. 

On the other, or third point, the Bill for incorporating the 
Commissioners of the City of Washington, has not been passed 
into a Law, in consequence of the superior claim of more im- 
portant matters upon the attention of Congress in the close of 
the present Session. — The instrument you transmitted to me, 
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as mentioned before, having been altered according to the ad- 
vice of the Attorney General you will herewith receive for- 
mally executed. — 

Another matter occurs which is necessary to apprise you of 
— In your letter of the 31st. of Jany. it is said "We have for- 
warded to the Secretary of State, a plan of the City under 
cover to Messrs. Willink, with all the public property partic- 
ularly designated on the face of it ; and have written to those 
Gentlemen, pressing them to forward the loan by all the means 
in their power". — Inquiring the other day of the Secretary if 
it was dispatched, he answered that no. such packet had been 
reed, by him. — 

Your letter of the 27th. Ulto. is received & I am sorry your 
prospt. of a loan in Holld. is so bad. With esteem & regd. 
I am &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 15, p. 170. 

To Colo Humphreys. 28 

Mount Vernon 
26th. June 1797. 
My dear Humphreys, 

The Public buildings in the Federal City go on well; — 
one wing of the Capitol (with which Congress might make 
a very good shift) and the Presidents house, will be covered 
in this autumn, or to speak more correctly perhaps, the latter 
is now receiving its cover, & the former will be ready for it 
by that epoch. — An elegant bridge is thrown over the Potomac 
at the little Falls ; and the navigation of the River above it will 
be completed, nearly, this season ; through which an immensity 
of Produce must flow to the Shipping Ports thereon. — . . . 

28 David Humphreys, colonel and aid-de-camp to Washington in the 
Revolutionary War. 
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L. C, Letter Book 15, p. 236. 

To Thos. Law. 

Mount Vernon, 
2d. Oct. 1797. 
Dear Sir — 

Your note of the 28th. ult. by Mr. Frestal was received on 
Friday last. My expenses are so great and my resources so 
small that it is but little in my power to promote such plans 
as you advocate. To clear me out of Philadelphia, and to lay 
in a few necessaries for my family, I sold two valuable tracts 
of land in the state of Pennsylvania a short time before I left 
the city for 22,000 dollars; and since my arrival I have sold 
other lands in Virginia, the proceeds of all which (so far at 
least as hath been received) are nearly expended. 

To encourage, however, a Hotel at the Capital, I authorize 
you, if the plan is likely to succeed, on the terms you have sug- 
gested to put my name down for five shares. 

I am glad to hear that the public buildings progress well. 
As the period for their completion approaches there can be 
little doubt but that private buildings will also advance rap- 
idly. I wish they were in such a state of forwardness as to 
claim the attention of Congress, if the calamity which is in- 
flicted on Philadelphia and other sea-port towns should render 
the removal of that body from the present seat of the Govern- 
ment necessary. 



L. C, 1901 Calendar. 

To Gustavus Scott. 

Mount Vernon 
8th. Jan. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 21st. ulto. from Annapolis, has given me 
the pleasure of knowing that the State of Maryland con- 
tinues to act like itself, in granting a loan to carry on the 
Public buildings in the Federal City. — Another object of equal 
importance to it — the Navigation of Potomac — lays claim to 
its attention, and I hope will meet with equal success. 
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L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 33. 

To Alexander White. 

Mount Vernon 
Dear Sir, Hth Jany. 1798. 

Your favor of the 8th. has been duly received, and I now 
write more for the purpose of acknowledging the receipt of it 
than from any sentiment I have to communicate relative to the 
Public buildings in the Federal City. — You are perfectly 
acquainted with my sentiments on that subject already and 
if not they may be comprised in a few words — thus — every 
effort should be made to obtain the means, and every exertion 
used (in the short time left) to accomplish the end for which 
they are obtained. — and if they could be had without applying 
to Congress I should prefer it — but, if this is impracticable 
(of wch. you are the best judges) then to do it; — because there 
is no alternative, and because no event is more to be depre- 
cated than the arrestation of the buildings, or a limping prog- 
ress of them this year. — 

If the answer which the Commissioners expect from the 
President should result in your Journey to Philadelphia, I 
shall sincerely wish you all the success your assiduity in, and 
management of the business will entitle you to. — If you should 
not go thither, or from Frederick, if you do, I shall hope to 
see you in George Town at the meeting of the stock holders 
of the Potomack-Navigation the 8th. of next month by noti- 
fication, for I think that business requires, serious attention 
also ; — & perhaps amendment or explanation of the licence to a 
subordinate, or other Company to open the navigation of the 
Eiver Shanondoah, having understood that the Eesolution 
entered into at the last general meeting of the Potomac Com- 
pany relative to this matter, has not had the effect which was 
expected, — or that it lingers at least. With great esteem & 
regard I am, &c. 

Lossing. 

Diary, Feb., 1798 
February 7. . . . Went to a meet g of the Potomak C°. in 
George Town— Dined at Col . Fitzgeralds & lodged at M r . T. 
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Peters. 29 8. Visited the Public build gs . in the Morn*, met the 
Com py . at the Union Tavern & dined there — 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 35. 

To Alexander White. 

Mount Vernon, 
25 March, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favors of the 10th and 14th Inst, have been duly re- 
ceived, and for the information contained therein I feel grate- 
ful. — Earely going from home I have nothing in the way of 
news to offer you in return. — 

It has always been my opinion, and so I have expressed it, 
that the proprietors of the City of Washington (with some 
exceptions) are by their jealousies and the modes they pursue 
to promote their local Interests, amongst its worst enemies. — 
But if your present exertion to obtain a loan from Congress 
should succeed, of which the prospect seems good, all doubts 
respecting the intentions of that body towards the permanent 
establishment of the Government, at that place will be re- 
moved; — confidence will take place in every mind; and the 
public buildings will be accompanied by private ones for the 
accommodations of its members. — My wishes and my labors 
have always tended to the accomplishment of these points; 
the first is all I have left to offer, and these shall be fervent. 
— The principal which operated for fixing the site for the two 
principal buildings, were understood and found necessary at 
the time to obtain the primary object, i. e., the ground and 
means for either purpose. — But it is always easy from an 
ignorant or partial view of a measure, to distort and place it 
in an unfavorable attitude. Nothing short of insanity can 
remove Congress from the building intended for its sittings 
to any other part of the city in the present progress of the 
work. — Where or how the houses for the President and other 

29 Thomas Peter was the son of Robert Peter. He married a sister of 
Mrs. Thomas Law and granddaughter of Mrs. George Washington. The 
houses 2618-20 K St. northwest have been marked by the D. A. R. as 
Mr. Peter's residence. 



200 Records of the Columbia Historical Society. 

public officers may be fixed is to me as an individual a matter 
of moonshine; but the reverse of the President's reason for 
placing the latter near the Capitol was my motive for fixing 
them by the former. The daily intercourse which the Secre- 
taries of the Departments must have with the President, would 
render a distant situation extremely inconvenient to them; 
and not much less so would one be close to the Capitol ; for it 
was the universal complaint of them all, that while the Leg- 
islature was in Session, they cou'd do little or no business; — 
so much they were interrupted by the individual visits of mem- 
bers (in office hours) and by calls for papers. — Many of them 
have declared to me that they have been obliged often to go 
home and deny themselves in order to transact the current 
business. — 

No person will congratulate you more sincerely than I shall 
on the final success of your mission if it answers your expec- 
tations; nor is there anyone who reprobates more than I do 
improper interferences of all sorts. As your perseverence 
however is likely to be accepted, and as this will open a view 
which promises a pleasing prospect, I hope you will suffer no 
difficulties or differences, to divert you from your course, and 
that you will not give out the business until you see the Legis- 
lature seated in the Capitol of the United States. 

The last message from the President to the Houses of Con- 
gress has brought the matter to an issue. — 
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To James McHenry, Secretary op War. 

Mount Vernon, 
6 May. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Amongst the variety of matters which have come before 
Congress for the purpose of preparation in the dernier resort, 
in short, as a salutary measure at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances, arsenals and cannon founderies have occupied 
its attention. 

This leads me to ask, what steps have been taken relative to 
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the site for one at the mouth of the Shenandoah. I will pledge 
myself that there is not a spot in the United States, which 
combines more or greater requisites for these, than that does, 
considered either as a place of immense strength or as inac- 
cessible by an enemy. It is open to inland navigation in all 
directions, as well crosswise as to the shipping-port at the 
Federal City and water transportation to the western country. 

Department of State, D. C. Papers, Vol. Ill, p. 122. 

To Thomas Law Esq. 

Mount Vernon 
7 May 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

After you left this on Friday last, Mr. Lewis put into my 
hands your letter without a date. 

It is unnecessary I hope, to assure you that your generous 
offers of a lot near the Seat of Congress, and of five thousand 
dollars on loan to commence a building in the city, were re- 
ceived with grateful sensibility & thanks, — at the same time, 
let me entreat you not to consider as a slight, my declining to 
accept the advantages of either. 

Already, I have more lots in the city than I shall be able 
to improve, and I have no disposition to speculate in them. — 
To prevent jealousy, while the concerns of the Government 
were under my guidance, and suspicion that I had a greater 
predelection to one part of the city than to another, I pur- 
chased four lots at each end of it — valuable in my estimation, 
for different purposes — those on the Eastern branch on 
account of Commerce, which I always did, and still do think, 
will center there — the other as a site for a private Gentleman 
to live at. 

It has always been my intention to build on the latter, 
whensoever the means were within my reach; — hitherto they 
have not ; and as it has been a maxim with me from early life, 
never to undertake anything without perceiving a door to the 
accomplishment, in a reasonable time & with my own re- 
sources, the measure has been delayed, rather unexpectedly. — 
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Sparks, Vol. XI, p. 233. 

To Mrs. S. Fairfax. 

Mount Vernon. 
16 May, 1798. 
My Bear Madam, 

A century hence, if this country keeps united (and it is 
surely its policy and interest to do it), will produce a city, 
though not as large as London, yet of a magnitude inferior to 
few others in Europe, on the banks of the Potomac, where one 
is now establishing for the permanent seat of the government 
of the United States, between Alexandria and Georgetown, on 
the Maryland side of the river: a situation not excelled for 
commanding prospect, good water, salubrious air, and safe 
harbour, by any in the world ; and where elegant buildings are 
erecting and in forwardness for the reception of Congress in 
the year 1800. 



Lossing. 

Diary, May, 1798. 
May 19. . . . About 8 Oclock in the forenoon M re . Washing- 
ton & myself sat out on a visit to Hope Park & the Federal 
City. — Got to the former to Dinner and remained there until 
Morning when we proceeded to the City. — Dined at M r . Tho 8 . 
Peter's & remained there until Wednesday, and then went to 
M r . Law's & remained there until friday when we sat out on 
our return home. 

Sparks, Vol. XI, p. 237. 

To Joseph Hopkinson. 

Mount Vernon 
27 May, 1798. 
Sir, 

An absence for more than eight days from home, on a visit 
to our friends in the Federal City, is offered as an apology 
for my not giving your polite and obliging favor of the 9th. 
instant an earlier acknowledgment. I am Sir, &c. 
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To John Adams, President of the United States. 

Mount Vernon, 
17 June 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

I have heard with much pleasure, that you contemplate a 
visit to the city designated for the permanent seat of govern- 
ment of the United States in the course of the summer or early 
in autumn. 30 

It is unnecessary I hope for me in that event to express the 
satisfaction it would give Mrs. Washington and me to see Mrs. 
Adams, yourself, and company in the shade of our vine and 
fig-tree; but I shall request, that, while you remain in these 
parts, you will make Mount Vernon your headquarters. It 
is but about 17 miles by land, and less by water, from the 
Federal City; and only half that distance from Alexandria, 
which is on the direct route between them. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 169. 

To Alexander White. 

Mount Vernon 
12 Sept. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 8th. inst. with the plan of the squares 
in the vicinity of the capitol came to me on the 10th and for 
the trouble you have been at in designating such lots as you 
think would answer my purpose I feel much obliged. 

From what you have said and from the recollection I have 
of the ground, I give a decided preference to lot no 16 in 
square 634 31 but the price I fear (upwards of $1200) will sink 
too deep into the fund which must be appropriated to the 

30 The President did not make the contemplated visit to the city until 
June, 1800, about the time the removal of the government offices to the 
new office was completed. 

31 This lot on the west side of North Capitol St. between B and C Sts. 
was the one purchased and where Gen. Washington built two houses. 
The other location was on the south side of Pa. Ave. between 1st and 2nd 
Sts. southeast. 
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buildings ; and therefore if the following queries respecting lot 
No 2, in square 731 are satisfactorily answered I must content 
myself with that as it is not with a view to accumulate prop- 
erty in the city — but merely to contribute a mite to the accom- 
odation of Congress, that I purchase at all. 

The facts I wish to ascertain are, 1st, Is the high part of No 
2, in square 731 upon a level with the ground on which the 
road runs from the capitol, to the upper ferry over the Eastern 
Branch? 2nd. is there any higher ground between it and the 
Eastern Branch to obstruct the view thereof ? and 3d. is there 
much fall between the East and West corner of the front on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Ansrs to these questions will enable 
me to choose without further delay. — As I never require much 
time to execute any measure after I have resolved upon it, if an 
undertaker could be engaged in the City or its vicinity to dig 
the cellar's and lay the foundation, and the comrs. would do 
me the favor to enter into a contract, therefor, to the base- 
ment story, I could wish it to be set about and executed this 
fall and the earlier the better. Any agreement they shall 
enter into on my behalf shall be most Religiously complied 
with. — If an advance of money to. carry on the work is re- 
quired it may be engaged ; And as two houses joined and car- 
ried on together will look better and come cheaper than build- 
ing them separately or at different times, I have determined 
to commence two, and if I can procure the means, complete 
both in the course of next summer. I am not skilled in archi- 
tecture and perhaps know as little of planning — but as the 
houses I mean to build will be plain and (if placed on lot No. 
16 in Square 634) will be adopted to the front of the lot leav- 
ing allies or entries to the back buildings I enclose a sketch to 
convey my ideas of the size of the houses Eooms and manner 
of building them, to enable you to enter into the contract. 

This sketch exhibits a view of the ground floor, the 2d. and 
3d. if the walls should be run up three flush stories, will be the 
same, and the cellars may have a partition in them at the 
chimnies. — My plan when it comes to be examined may be 
radically wrong — if so, I persuade myself that Doctr. Thorn- 
ton, (who understanding these matters well) will have the 
goodness to suggest alterations. — 
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I shall make no apology for soliciting this favor of the 
Comrs. To promote buildings is desirable, and is an object 
under present circumstances of the first importance to the 
City. If then they can comply with it conveniently, I per- 
suade myself they will do so, but if they cannot it would be 
unreasonable in me to ask it, and I wave the request accord- 
ingly. With my great esteem and regard, I am &c. 

Lossing. 

Diary, September, 1798. 

September 20. . . . went up to the Federal City — Dined & 
lodgd at M r . Tho s . Peters — 

21. . . . Examined in company with the Com™, some of the 
Lots in the Vicinity of the Capitol & fixed upon N°. 16. in 634 
to build on Dined & lodged at M r . Laws 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 177. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
28th Septn. 1798. 
Gentlemen, 

Your favor of yesterday's date is received. — and enclosed 
are checks on the Bank of Alexandria for $428.40 amount of 
payment for the lot had of Mr. D. Carroll, which you will 
please to deliver when the conveyance is received and $178.57 
being the third of $535.70 to be paid for lot no. 16 in square 
634. purchased from you. — 

I feel very much obliged by the trouble you have taken 
in this business ; and you will add considerably to the obliga- 
tion, by examining Mr. Blagdins estimate accurately, to pre- 
vent any imposition upon me ; — Your knowledge of prices and 
perfect acquaintance in matters of this kind will enable you to 
form a correct Judgment of the componant parts, as well as the 
aggregate amount, of the proposed buildings, whereas my 
unacquaintedness in the present prices of materials — Work- 
mens wages &c. &c. might subject me (if the undertaker was so 
disposed) to great imposition. — I am willing to pay the full 
value according to the plan, and will sign any agreement you 
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shall approve; — relying infinitely more on your judgment in 
this business, than any skill I have in it. — 

There is a matter I often intended to mention to the Com- 
missioners of the City, but have always forgot to do it, — when 
I was at their board. — Eventually it may be interesting to me 
and I shall therefore do it now as it has again occurred. — 

When I purchased lots No. 5. 12. 13. & 14 in square 667 (at 
public sale) it was declared at the time and I have the sur- 
veyors sketch (without any signature however) shewing it that 
they were (that is No. 12. 13. & 14) water lots. — There is a 
street between them and the Eastern Branch and if any not 
more than a slipe of the Bank between the Street and the 
water. — On the strength of this declaration I purchased & paid 
pretty smartly for the lots but in the evidence reed, (from the 
former Commissioners) of this purchase nothing therein con- 
tained gives assurance of this fact, and hereafter it may be- 
come a disputable Point very much to my injury. — 

I have troubled you with this statement accompanied by the 
Surveyors sketch (to be returned) that you may be enabled to 
point out the measures necessary to be taken for my surety in 
this case. — Indeed it appears to me that my title to all the lots 
I have purchased from the public is incomplete; having no 
more than certificates thereof when on my part the conditions 
have been fully complied with. — With very great esteem & 
regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 179. 

To Major Genl. Lee. 

Mount Vernon 
29th. Sept. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of yesterday's date, from George Town, is re- 
ceived. — 

You know perfectly well what my inducements were to part 
with the property you purchased of me, but rather, than have 
any difficulty, or unpleasant disputes respecting the payment 
agreeable to contract I would take productive property in the 
Federal City in Alexandria or almost any where, — or any 
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thing productive or unproductive at what it would fetch in 
the market; — provided the title is indisputable — but protest 
decidedly against receiving any, where there is the smallest 
pretentions of others. — 

As to the present being an unfavorable time to dispose of 
property in the City, or elsewhere, permit me to observe that it 
is a question of very equivocal solution. — The rise or fall de- 
pends upon Events which under present circumstances few 
among us are able to penetrate or foretell the issue. — But all 
this is matter of opinion or speculation and but little to the 
purpose. — 

Point out if you please the precise property, — the precise sit- 
uation of it ; — and if absolutely free from any incumbrance or 
disputes. — This will enable me at once to determine if there be 
a probability of accomodating matters in the way you propose. 
— It is necessary I should inform you that I have tryed every 
expedient in my power to obtain payment of Jesse Simms's 
note but as yet without effect and that by looking to my letter 
of the 8th of September Last Year you will perceive that credit 
was only to be given when paid. — 

With respect to corn I have partly contracted with my 
Nephew Colo. Wm Washington of Westmoreland for an 
Annual supply of 500 Barrels. — 

I hope nothing will occasion your leaving these parts without 
my seeing you. — I want much to do it on account of some 
military concerns, and the sooner it can be made to suit your 
convenience the more agreeable it would be to me. — But for the 
daily expectation I have been in of this pleasure I should long 
since have written to you on this subject. — With great esteem 
& regard I remain, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 185. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
4th. Octr. 1798. 
Gentlemen; 

I had the honor to receive your letter of the 3d. Inst, last 
night. — 
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Mr. Blagdens 32 estimate of the cost of the houses I had pro- 
posed to build far exceed any aggregate sum I had contem- 
plated, or think I could command, unless more punctuality was 
to be found in the fulfilment of contracts than is I believe ex- 
perienced by any one Eight or at most $10000 was the ex- 
tent of my calculation. The house Mr. Law is about to build 
(not much if any less than my two) is undertaken for less than 
$6000 as he informed me. — This information and the report 
that materials & workmen's wages were low — disposed me to 
build houses of better appearance than is necessary perhaps 
for the primary object which induced the measure. — 

But I will suspend any final decision until I see Mr. Blag- 
dens estimate in detail with your observations thereupon. — 
and what part of the work I can execute with my own trades- 
men, thereby reducing the advances. — I shall only add that 
with a high sense of the trouble you have had in this business 
& with very great esteem & regard I am Gentn. Your most 
Obt., &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 187. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
17th Octr. 1798. 
Gentlemen, 

Your favor of the 15th. enclosing Mr. Blagden 's statement 
relative to my proposed buildings did not reach my hands 
until last night. — 

He has not accompanied this statement with specific prices, 
nor has it altered my opinion of the unreasonableness of the 
former estimates of some of its parts. — But being desirous of 
closing the matter with Mr. Blagden some way or other, I make 
him the following offer. — viz — 

To take the painting, Glazing and Iron mongery to myself ; 
and allow him besides, Ten thousand five hundred Dollars, 
in full of Commission and every other charge for completing 
the buildings agreeably to the specification which he handed 
to me, & is now in his possession. — 

32 George Blagden, the superintendent of stone work at the Capitol 
Building. 
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If he will agree to this proposal, the contract may be im- 
mediately drawn ; and he may proceed in all the preparatory 
measures as soon as he pleases. — Money shall be furnished for 
the purpose. — and if it would be convenient and advantageous 
to him to have the whole of the scantling and plank provided 
by a Bill of the same and he would furnish me therewith, I 
would immediately order it from the Eastern shore of Mary- 
land. — 

On the other hand if he will not agree to it I must have re- 
course to some other mode to accomplish my object. — The final 
answer of Mr. Blagden must be received without delay, as the 
important opportunity of providing materials on good terms 
may be missed. — With great esteem & regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 188. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
18th. Octr. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

I regret not having your letter of the 16th. until last night, 
— had it reached me before I wrote to the Commissioners yes- 
terday morning by Mr. Thos. Peter, I should have inclined 
more (although my wish is to have no trouble with the build- 
ings) towards engaging Mr. Blagden 's undertaking the 
masonry agreeably to his estimate — doing as much of the wood 
work myself as my people are competent to, & employing 
others to do the remainder of it ; — The painting plastering &c 
&c : — to the offer that was made Mr. Blagden, for completing 
the whole and furnishing everything as therein expressed (ex- 
cept Painting Glazing & Iron mongery) — : and if he boggles 
at that offer, I must proceed in this manner to the execution 
of the work and would be glad to have a contract entered into 
with him accordingly. — 

If this mode is adopted I shall expect from Mr. Blagden & 
without delay a complete Bill of scantling and plank, enumer- 
ating the quantity, quality, and the length, breadth & thick- 
ness of both scantling and plank to suit the different parts of 
the buildings that I may take measures for obtaining them in 

15 
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the manner you have suggested. — The length, width & thick- 
ness of the flooring plank ought to be specified ; and whether 
sap & knots are to be excluded. — In short great particularity 
and exactness must be observed in making out the bill, — that 
everything proper and useful may be had, without superfluity 
or waste. — It would be expected of him too, to give the mould- 
ings and dimensions of such parts of the work as would be 
prepared, by my own people at this place. — 

It would be quite agreeable to me that the foundation of 
the buildings should be laid this autumn, if the weather will 
permit. — At any rate I conceive all the foundation stone and 
sand should be carried to the site. — Sure I am the carting will 
be infinitely better before than after winter, and workmen I 
should think easier obtained. — 

The materials must be good whether used in Spring or 
Autumn. 

The length of your letter my good Sir required no apology, 
it was kind — and I thank you for the details, as I shall do on 
similar future occasions. — For the haste in which this letter 
is written, I ought to ask your forgiveness. — Mr. Law is wait- 
ing — & you know he does not wait patiently for anything not 
even for Dinner, If you can get at my meaning, my object will 
be answered. — Complts. to Mrs. Thornton from this family — 
and with very much esteem I am dear Sir, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 191. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
22d. Octr. 1798. 
Gentlemen 

Your favor of the 18th Instant enclosing a letter from Mr. 
Blagden of the same date came duly to hand, and altho' I am 
perfectly satisfied by doing the Carpenters and Joiners work 
with my own people, by a correct bill of the materials required, 
and obtained from a reputable mill on the Eastern Shore to 
suit the buildings that I could save a thousand Dollars under 
that head alone, yet to avoid trouble to myself having no con- 
troul over, but acting independent of each other — to avoid 
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sending negroe carpenters to the City and having them to 
provide for there, and above all taking into consideration 
what may eventually happen next year, and my employment 
in consequence. — I have resolved to agree to Mr. Blagden's 
terms: — that is to give him eleven thousand Dollars to build 
the two houses, according to the plan agreed on and agreeably 
to the Specifications which has been presented to me, and 
must be produced & referred to as the criterion by which the 
work is to be judged. — I taking upon myself the execution of 
the Painting & Glazing & furnishing the Iron Mongery agree- 
ably to the bill which he exhibited, — the quantity of nails not 
to overrun the specification that is by allowing him the amount 
of that item he is entitled to no further call upon me for an 
increase. — 

I have never entered into a contract of this sort and am, of 
course little skilled in drawing one, for which reason it would 
be an act of kindness if you would cause efficient articles to be 
drawn under your inspection and direction : the cost of which 
I am willing to pay. — whatever is customary on the part of the 
employer I am willing to comply with; nothing occurs to me 
as necessary at present except defraying the cost, and this I 
am ready to do by depositing the means in the Bank of Colum- 
bia, to be drawn for by a Gentleman in the City, upon Mr. 
Blagdens producing bills of cost, of the materials for carrying 
on the work and the amount of workmen's wages every month 
fortnight or week as shall be stipulated. — 

On the part of the Employed I presume there are many es- 
sential requiring him to be bound to the performance of. — and 
is it not necessary and usual that these should be secured by 
bondsmen. — 

But I will add no more on a subject with which you are 
much better acquainted than I am. — I shall be punctual in the 
fulfillment of my part of the agreement, and only wish to have 
the counterpart equally well observed. — For I find including 
the price of the lotts and enclosing them, with the cost of the 
buildings in the manner I am proceeding the Eent I shall be 
able to obtain will scarsely give me common Interest for the 
money that will be expended. — but having put my hand to the 
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work, I must not now look back. With very great esteem & 
regard I am, &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 195. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
27th. Octr. 1798. 
Gentlemen, 

When Mr. Blagden came here yesterday with your favor of 
the 25th Inst, and the plans, specification &c. of my houses I 
was out on my usual ride about my farms, and when I re- 
turned home, I found company which prevented my answering 
your letter by him. — 

The sketch of an agreement enclosed in your letter, comports 
fully with my ideas — I have made one or two trifling altera- 
tions in it in consequence of some conversation with Mr. Blag- 
den, and I now take the liberty to enclose two copies of the 
agreement and an additional copy of the specifications, the 
agreements are drawn in unstamped paper, but I pxesume it 
may be stamped in George Town if it cannot be done there 
Doctr. Thornton will be so good as to have new agreements 
drawn for me on stamped paper. 

I pray you Gentlemen to accept my best thanks for the 
trouble you have had in this business, which I assure you I 
should not have given, had I not been induced to build these 
houses more with a view to promote the necessary improve- 
ments in the City than for any expectation of private emolu- 
ment from them. With Great respect & Esteem I am 
Gentn., &c. 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 197. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
28th. Octr. 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

When Mr. Blagden came here on Friday I was engaged in 
my usual ride; from which I only returned a little before 
dinner and found Mr. & Mrs. Law with Govr. Crawford and 
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his lady here. — these circumstances and Mr. Blagden 's return 
immediately after Dinner, allowed me no time to acknowledge 
the receipt of your obliging favor of the 25th. Instant. — 

For the information you have been so kind as to give me 
relative to Genl. Lee's City property I thank you ; but I had no 
Idea for allowing him more for half lots, than whole ones were 
to be obtained at. — 

If you have determined to ^uild a house or houses of similar 
elevation with those I am contracting for, you shall be extremely 
welcome to avail yourself of my end wall and to run up your 
chimney accordingly without any allowance being made there- 
for (which I cannot accept) as, the kindnesses I have received 
from you greatly overpay any little convenience or benefit you 
can derive from my wall. — If Mr. Frost is disposed to build a 
house immediately, or very soon, and will give it an accordant 
elevation it would be agreeable to me that he should errect 
chimneys on the south end similar to yours on the north end 
of my buildings. — With respect to your own accomodation you 
will please to give Mr. Blagden such instructions when he 
enters upon the walls as to suit your views perfectly. — 

Whether as there is water so handy it will be necessary to 
sink a well, is a matter that circumstances must regulate. — If 
one should be dug I would range it with the partition walls of 
the buildings that if ever they are occupied as distinct houses, 
one pump with two leavers & pipes may subserve both. — 

I am in sentiment with you and Mr. Law that a five feet area 
is too narrow? but whence the remedy? if the regulation will 
not allow more and cannot be altered, it must be endured or 
the buildings must recede from the street, which would be 
exceptionable in another respect. — 

Although the Commissioners have been obliging and ready 
throughout the whole of this business to render me every aid 
I could wish and am persuaded would continue to do it; — 
yet as I shall be bound by contract (with Mr. Blagden) to 
supply his wants agreeably to the conditions of it, and this 
can be accomplished with more ease by an individual, than by 
the Board the setting of which at times may be impeaded by 
the absence of some of its members, when most inconvenient 
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for his calls — & as you reside in the City and always there & 
have more over been so obliging as to offer to receive the bills 
and pay their amount (when presented by Mr. Blagden) I 
will avail myself of the kindness: — and accordingly send a 
check upon the Bank of Columbia which will carry a credit of 
five hundred Dollars, (left there) when I was in the City last, 
to be drawn for by you for the above purpose as occasion may 
require: — and at all times on notice being given, the Bank 
shall be replenished and subject to your draughts, to satisfy 
the bills of expence, of which you will be so good as to inform 
Mr. Blagden. — 

Upon conversing more fully with Mr. Blagdin, upon the 
frontispiece of the Door, & considering that to make them of 
Stone instead of w T ood will add durability to the work, I have 
agreed to allow the difference viz — $150. — that they may be 
erected with the latter — and as he represented in strong terms, 
the wishes of Mr. Francis that a part of the cellars should be 
vaulted for the benefit of wine I have agreed to this also. — he 
thinks the additional cost may amount to $100. more; but 
having made no estimate thereof it shall be charged at what it 
really stands him. — 

Whether he begins or not to lay the foundation of the build- 
ings this autumn, he ought by all means to have the stone & 
sand on the spot to begin early in the Spring. — The carting is 
so much better than it will be then, — that he must find this an 
eligible measure, the lime too ought to be secured, and his 
flooring plank to be good and provided early — tied up & 
seasoned or the floor will sink With very great esteem and 
regard I am Dear Sir 

L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 213. 

To General Lee. 

Mount Vernon 
4th Novr. 1798. 
Bear Sir, 

Tomorrow (being requested thereto by the Secretary of 
War) I shall set off for Trenton. — This of course, will de- 
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prive me of the pleasure of seeing you while you are on the 
promised visit to this Country. — It is unnecessary therefore 
I shd. inform you that, no report (as indeed I expected would 
be the case) has been made by Mr. Jesse Simms relative to 
Major Harrisons Land, adjoining my Mill. — And that, to my 
surprise, when I came to examine the details of your City 
property, more attentively than it was in my power to do 
in the hurried manner in wch. the list of it was presented, and 
to make enquiry into the value thereof, — I found that instead 
of lots of the Standard size (as I took it for granted they' 
were) that each of those lying on Pennsylvania Avenue have 
been split into two parts (having only 25 feet front to them) 
and for these half lots, that I am asked more than lots equally 
convenient sell at. — To receive payment on such terms, when 
my object was solely to accomodate you, could hardly be 
expected. 

If you are disposed to part with your land near Harpers 
Ferry, your land in Loudoun — any unincumbered property 
in the City: — or in short, almost any other that can be ren- 
dered productive — at a reasonable valuation by disinterested 
men of good character, I would accept it in payment rather 
than make difficulties, or be involved in disputes; — although 
you well know that nothing will answer my purposes like 
the money, of which I am in extreme want, and must obtain 
on disadvantageous terms. But it is not to be expected from 
hence that I will receive the former at an arbitrary price, 
which every well informed person knows it cannot command. 



Lossing. 

Diary, November, 1798. 
November 5. ... I set out on a journey to Philadelphia 
about 9 oclock with M r . Lear my Secretary — was met at the 
Turnpike by a party of horse & escorted to the Ferry at 
George Town where I was received with Military honors 
lodged at M r . T Peters 

[returning] 
18 . . . lodged at M r . Laws in the Federal City 
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19 Stopped at Doct r . Thorntons and M r . Peter's & dined 
at home 



L. C, Letter Book 16, p. 219. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
Dec. 20th, 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Enclosed is a check on the Bank of Alexandria for Five 
hundred dollars, to enable Mr. Blagden by your draughts, to 
proceed in laying in materials for carrying on my buildings 
in the Federal City. 

I saw a building in Philadelphia of about the same dimen- 
sions in front and elevation that are to be given to my two 
houses, — which pleased me. — It consisted also of two houses, 
united Doors in the center, a Pediment in the Roof and dor- 
mer windows on each side of it in front, skylight in the rear. — 

If this is not incongruous with rules of Architecture, I 
should be glad to have my two houses executed in this style. 

Let me request the favor of you to know of Mr. Blagden 
what the additional cost will be. 

I am dear Sir, &c. 



L. C. 

To Geo. W. Lafayette. 



Mount Vernon 
25 th . Dec r . 1798 



I recollect no material change that has taken place in men, 
or things, since you left America. — Alexandria continues to 
thrive, and the Public buildings in the federal City go on well 
— and many private ones are commencing for the accommoda- 
tion of the members of Congress, & Officers of Government, 
preparatory to the removal of the Government to that place. 
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L. C, Press copy of autograph original. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
30 th . Dec r . 1798. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 25 th . instant, enclosing Mess™ Blagden 
& Leuthals estimate of the cost of adding a Pediment, and 
Parapet to the roof of my buildings in the Federal City, has 
been duly received, but the plan, to which it refers, 'did not 
accompany it. — 

This plan, on other accounts, I ought to be possessed of, 
and M r . Blagden is under promise to take a copy thereof for 
his own use, to work by, and to send me the original draught. 
— I pray you to remind him of this promise. — 

Presuming that it is not necessary for M r . Blagden 's con- 
venience that I should, at this moment, decide upon the above 
estimate ; nor whether I shall adopt the measure at all ; I shall, 
if no disadvantage will attend the delay, suspend my deter- 
mination until I can visit the City, & receive some further 
explanations respecting the consequent alterations which will 
be occasioned by this Pediment — not at present well under- 
stood by me; owing to my entire ignorance of the technical 
terms in which they are expressed. — At which time also, I 
will make arrangements for giving him further pecuniary aid. 

Eules of Architecture are calculated, I presume, to give 
symmetry, and just proportion to all the Orders, & parts of 
buildings, in order to please the eye. — Small departures from 
strict rules are discoverable only by skilful Architects, or by 
the eye of criticism ; while ninety-nine in a hundred — deficient 
of their knowledge — might be pleased with things not quite 
orthodox. — This, more than probable, would be the case rela- 
tive to a Pediment in the Roof over the doors of my houses in 
the City.— 

That a Parapet in addition (for the reasons you have 
assigned) would have a pleasing & useful effect, cannot be 
doubted. — When the roof of a building is to be seen — and when 
it is designed for Chambers it must be seen, — something to re- 
lieve the view of a plain and dead Surface, is indispensable : — 
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for this reason it was, I thought, and still do think that Dor- 
mars are to be preferred to Sky lights in the front; — on the 
other hand, if the roof is so flat as not to be seen at all, or so 
low as, in a manner to be hid by a Parapet, I should give a 
decided preference to Sky lights. — 

These ideas, as you will readily perceive, proceed from a 
person who avows his ignorance of Architectural principles, 
— and who has no other guide but his eye, to direct his choice : 
— I never, for a moment, contemplated two Pediments, one over 
the door of each house, my great object was to give them the 
appearance of one. — But as I have observed in the former part 
of this letter, I will suspend coming to any decision until the 
consequences of the proposed alterations are better under- 
stood by me. — 

The freedom with which you have expressed your senti- 
ments on this occasion, is highly pleasing to me. — Sorry indeed 
should I have been on this, as I shall be on any future occur- 
rence, when your opinion may be asked, if they are not ren- 
dered with the utmost frankness and candour. — 

The compliments of the season are presented to M re . Thorn- 
ton, yourself &c°. by all parts of this family, — and with great 
esteem & regard I remain, &c. 

L. C, Press copy of autograph original. 

To Eobert Lewis. 

Mount Vernon 
23 d . Jan. 1799. 

It would be a very convenient and acceptable thing, for me 
to receive my Bents, or evea a part of them, at as early a 
period as you can furnish me with them. — On what I sup- 
posed, at the time, a more certainty of receiving considerable 
payment (before Christmas) for Lands I had disposed of, I 
have entered into a Contract for building two houses in the 
Federal City (for the accommodation of Congress — the mem- 
bers; I mean) and am obliged by that Contract to make con- 
siderable advances of Money this Winter, and early in the 
Spring; — which I shall not be enabled to do, under the above 
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disappointment, without having recourse to borrowing from 
the Bank (at its ruinous interest) unless I can be aided by my 
Eents, & other resources on which I did not calculate. — Let me 
know what dependence I can place on the first. 



L. C, Press copy of autograph original. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
30th Jany. 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 28th instant, enclosing Deeds for my Lots 
in the Federal City, — and Messrs. Blagden and Lenthal's esti- 
mate and drawing of the Windows — dressed in the manner 
proposed, came to my hands yesterday. 

The drawings sent give a much handsomer appearance to the 
Windows than the original design did: and I am more dis- 
posed to encounter the difference of expense than to lessen the 
exterior show of the building, and therefore consent to the 
proposed alteration. 

At the foot of the estimate sent me, (relatively to the 
Windows) is an application for 152, two inch sash pullies 
(brass wheels in iron frames) and two gross of %th Inch 
Screws. — Be so good as to direct Mr. Blagden to purchase these 
articles on the best terms and of such sorts as will suit him, — 
and also to employ a Painter to prime the Sashes and Doors, 
although I know it will cost me four times what I could do it 
for myself. The job is too small to send a Person from 
hence for that purpose only. 

As a Pump will ultimately, be necessary for the Well, it 
may as well be fixed there now as hereafter, remembering in 
the construction thereof, that it be calculated to serve both 
houses. 

I do not clearly comprehend how it should come to pass, 
that the Specification of the Work, should be at varience with 
the Plan of the Buildings. I had always conceived that when 
a Plan was exhibited and agreed to that it gave the precise 
dimensions, and that the only use of the former was to ascer- 
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tain the cost, and to explain the manner in which the work 
was to be executed. — Professing myself, however, to be a 
novice in these matters, I shall readily conform to whatever 
you shall think right, — and I will do so if anything else of 
a similar nature should occur, in prosecuting the work. — If a 
change in the Windows should affect the size of the glass, I 
ought to be informed of it, indeed without delay, — that no 
error may be committed in providing the latter. — 

Is my Deed for the Lot on which I am building yet in the 
City Office, or have I mislaid it? I do not find it among the 
others. Compliments and best wishes I am, &c. 

L. C, Press copy of autograph original. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
15th Feby. 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter of the 12th. instant, with Mr. 
Blagden's estimate of the Glass required for my Houses in 
the Federal City, and shall take measures for providing it in 
time. 

Presuming that Mr. Blagden is apprised of there being 
a check on the Bank of Alexandria, subject to his call, the 
neglect is his, if he does not do it. He shall not want the 
means necessary to push on my buildings on the one hand, and 
on the other, I hope his demands will not be greater than those 
wants. 

I have not as yet, had recourse to either Bank for a loan, 
but have no doubt of this being the case soon; when I shall 
not forget what you have said respecting the proper mode 
to obtain it. 

For your good wishes I thank you and with compliments 
remain, Dr. Sir, Your most Obedt. Hble. Servant, &c. 

L. C, Autograph original. 

Diary, 1799. 
March 5. . . . M r . Law 6 . Lewis & Wife went up to the Fed 1 . 
City. 
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23. . . . M r . & M ra . Law 6 . Lewis 33 returned from the Federal 

City 

L. C, Press copy of autograph original. 

To Maj. General Benjamin Lincoln. 

Mount Vernon 
Mar 17th 1799. 
My dear Sir, 

I have been induced (inconvenient as it is to my Finances) 
to build two houses in the Federal City — near the Capitol — 
to accomodate a person who means to lay himself out for the 
accomodation of the members of Congress; when that body 
shall have removed to the permanent Seat of the Government. 

For these buildings I shall want Glass, in quantity, quality, 
and size as per enclosed list ; and being informed that it may 
be had of the best kind, and cheap from the Manufactory of 
this Article, in or near Boston, I take the liberty of soliciting 
your aid to procure it (not knowing who has the Direction 
of the work.) 

I should be glad to have it sent to me soon, as the buildings 
will, I expect, be run up this Spring. — Let the parcels of glass 
be accompanied with the account of cost, and the amount 
shall be immediately paid. If to do this to some person in 
Alexandria would answer, it would be convenient for me ; but 
if this will not suit the purposes of the Manufactory, I will 
devise some mode of making a remittance to Boston — other- 
wise than hazarding Bank Notes in a letter, that distance. 

With great and sincere esteem and respect, I am My dear 
Sir, &c. 

130 Panes... 10 by 8 Inches 
100 Ditto . 12fth Square. 
340 Ditto . 19$ by 12fth. 

33 This was the bridal trip of Nelly Custis, she having been married at 
Mount Vernon Feb. 23, 1799 "Ab*. Candle light.' > Her two sisters, Mrs. 
Thomas Law and Mrs. Thomas Peter lived in Washington. [Lossing.] 
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Letters and Becollections of George Washington, p. 128. 

To Tobias Lear. 

Mount Vernon 
31st. March 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

If perchance you should happen to see Mr. Blagden before 
you leave the City, be so good as to get from him a statement 
of the preparations for my buildings therein. I do not find 
by inquiry of Mr. Lewis, that there is much show of this on 
the ground! I advised strongly that the foundation stone 
and lime, should toe laid in last Autumn, when the Eoads were 
good; — had this been done the Work might have commenced 
(without the hazard of disappointment) with the opening of 
Spring. Now, bad Eoads, & multiplied excuses may be a plea 
for the backwardness of the Work. 

I pray you also to enquire if there be any advice of the 
arrival of the Ship Hamilton (on board of which I had six 
Hhds. of Tobo.) at London. We all unite in best wishes for 
you — and I am Your Affecte. friend 
Do not forget my Gardener's 
Dictionary at Mr. Laws. 

L. C, Press copy of autograph original. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
21st. April. 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 19th is before me, and for the details it 
contains respecting my buildings in the city I thank you — 
as I do for directing the exterior door Cills thereof to be 
made of Stone. — I never attended so closely to the specifica- 
tion of the work, as to know they were originally, intended to 
be of Wood ; — On the contrary, as the Frontispiece was to be 
of Stone I took it for granted that the Cills were to be of 
Stone also. 

By the first Vessel from Boston, I expect the Glass for these 
houses, which is promised to be good and of the sizes given in 
by Mr. Blagden. 
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L. C, Autograph original. 

Diary, 1799. 

April 24. ... I went up to Alex a . to an Election of a Kepre- 
sentative from the District to Congress. 

May 31. . . . Went up to the Fed 1 . City — dined & lodged 
with M r . Peter 

June 1. . . . Dined & lodged at M r . Law's 

2. . . . Eeturned home to dinner — tak* Church at Alex*, in 
my way. — 

L. C, Press copy of autograph original. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon, 
Dear Sir, 16th June 1799. 

Tour favor of the 5th. instant came duly to hand. 

Mr. Blagden's last call for $1000 is, I must acknowledge, 
sooner than I had contemplated; but I will make arrange- 
ments with the Bank of Alexandria to meet it by the first of 
next month. If his progress in the building and faithful 
execution of the work, keep pace with his demands (and this 
is all I require) he shall have no cause to complain of my pay- 
ments. 

It would seem by a letter I have lately received from a 
Gentleman in Baltimore to which place the Glass from Boston 
had (in the first instance) been sent, that a wrong box from 
the former, had been sent to Alexandria and that the right 
one would follow by the first conveyance ; requesting a return 
of the mistaken one. — If it should have got into Mr. Blagden's 
hands — pray request him to forwd. it to Colo. Gilpin. 
Yrs. &c. 

L. C. Toner copies of originals. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon, 
Dear Sir, 2d. July. 1799. 

Colo. Gilpin has forwarded the wrong box of glass to Balti- 
more, and soon will I hope receive the proper one in return. 
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Enclosed is a check on the Bank of Alexandria for one 
thousand dollars agreeably to the demands of Mr. Blagden for 
the purpose of defraying the expenses incurred on my build- 
ings in the Federal City. With very great esteem and regard, 
I am, &c. 

P. S. In the letter 
accompanying the Glass from 
Boston — the makers say "The 
Glass must be set convex out". 

L. C, William Thornton Papers, Vol. 3. 

Mount Vernon, 
Dear Sir, 1st Aug. 1799. 

I shall be obliged to you for letting Mr. Blagden know that 
I forsee nothing at present that will prevent my being at the 
Union Tavern in George Town on Monday next, (the 5th 
instant) by eleven O'clock, when & where if he will attend, 
I shall be provided with & ready to pay him a Thousand Dol- 
lars in Columbia Notes. 

I thank you for the information & sentiments given in your 
last favor of the 19th. ulto. which came only to hand & for 
your kind invitation to lodge at your House, — but as the same 
cause which takes me up, will, at least ought to carry Mr. Law 
there also, one if not both of the families at whose houses I 
usually lodge will be there. With very much esteem & regard, 

L. C, Autograph original. 

Diary, 1799. 

August 5. . . . Went up to George Town, to a general meet- 
ing of the Potomac Company — dined at the Union Tavern & 
lodged at Mr. Law's 

6. . . . Returned home to dinner 

Letters and Eecollections of George Washington, p. 268. 

To John Francis. 

Mount Vernon, 
Sir, 14th. Aug., 1799. 

It is reported & generally believed that the Houses I am 
building in the Federal City are engaged to you. — 
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To your having the houses I have no objection, nor should 
I have any to the prevalence of the report, if a specific agree- 
ment had ever taken place. — But as this is not the case, and 
until it happens may, & doubtless will be injurious to me; 
Inasmuch as they may prevent applications from others, it 
has become necessary that this matter should be clearly 
understood. 

It is not my intention, nor is it my wish, on the one hand, 
to ask an unreasonable rent : — on the other hand, I am not dis- 
posed to be a loser by these buildings. — I have made the best 
enquiries my opportunities have afforded, into the expecta- 
tions of others with respect to Eents, & find none who are 
inclined to let their property in the Federal City or anywhere 
else indeed, for less than seven & an half pr. cent on the whole 
expenditure: — to which they add the taxes thereof to that of 
insurance against Fire. — Some, I am told, will not accept of 
this as an equivalent Rent, because it will give them little (if 
any more they say) than common interest for their money; 
when it is well known that the wear & tear of houses require 
much more. — 

Upon the terms, however, herementioned (having no pecuni- 
ary inducement to build) you may become the occupant of 
my lots and the improvement thereon in the Federal City ; — 
keeping them in repair as is customary; and rests with you 
to say yea, or nay, to make it a bargain or otherwise. — The 
whole amount of the cost can, & shall be shown to the minutest 
fraction, to whomsoever is disposed to accede to these terms ; — 
because the prices of the lots are known, & everything being 
new, the business ready, & can easily be shown to any one. — 

You may reasonably, & justly suppose that the lots were 
obtained upon the best terms, because building houses where 
the condition thereof; — and because the materials were pro- 
cured without credit, for I pay on demd. for them & the 
Workmen's wages. — All parts of the work will I persuade 
myself, from the character of the undertaker, be well executed, 
and in a neat & handsome but not a costly style. — 

With this explanation & information you will be enabled to 
give a definitive answer : — which I shall shortly expect, that I 
16 
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may know whether to consider you as a Tenant or not. — 
One of the Houses, by contract is to 'be finished in November 
next. — The other in March, following. — I am — Sir, &c. 

Letters and Kecollections of George Washington, p. 271. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon 
28th. Augt. 1799. 
Gentlemen, 

Monday's mail brought me the enclosed letter of the 22nd. 
Instant from Colo. Pickering. — 

As it is more in your line than in mine, to give it the consid- 
eration which so interesting a subject merits ; — and as the field 
(hitherto so little cultivated) refers to the adoption of any 
plan which wisdom, sound policy & foresight may dictate, I 
take the liberty of transmitting it for your perusal, being per- 
suaded that the thought of any intelligent and well disposed 
person on a point of such importance to the wellbeing of a 
City which is designated to be the seat of Empire, cannot be 
illy received by you. With great esteem and regard & I am 
Gentlemen, &c. 33a 

L. C, William Thornton Papers, Vol. 3. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
5th. Septr. 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

Not sending to Alexandria every day, letters sometimes lye 
longer in the Post Office than they otherwise would do. — This 
is the reason why your favor of the 1st. instant has not been 
acknowledged sooner. — 

If Mr. Blagden would be at the trouble of chusing the Iron- 
mongery himself and pay ready money for it (thereby pro- 
viding it on the best terms) I had rather he should get it than 

34 A suggestion from Timothy Pickering, Secretary of State, written 
at Philadelphia that a curve be given to the most valuable wharf front 
of the city in order to preserve the purity and sufficient depth of the 
water in the docks. 
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I, because he would be a better judge of its quality. — With the 
means for making such purchases, he shall always be fur- 
nished ; — and he may count upon the $1000 the 20th instant. — 
I am glad to hear that your late sales have been productive, 
& that the people of Baltimore are turning their attention 
towards the Federal City. — At all times we shall be glad to see 
you & Mrs. Thornton here & with great esteem, I am, &c. 

Letters and Kecollections of George Washington, p. 275. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
11th. Sep. 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

The 20th. of this month — when Mr. Blagden would require 
an advance of a thousand dollars — being near at hand — and 
Mr. (Thomas) Peter affording a good and safe opportunity to 
remit it — I enclose for this purpose a check on the Bank of 
Alexandria, to that amount. 

Mr. Peter informs me that his brother has Iron- 
mongery of a good quality, which he wants to dispose of, and 
would sell cheap. — I pray you therefore to inform Mr. Blag- 
den of this circumstance, — request him to examine it, — and if 
of the kind & quality he requires & to be had on good terms to 
supply himself therefrom, and at the foot of the Invoice to 
draw upon me for the amount; which shall be immediately 
paid. With great esteem & regard I am, &c. 

Letters and Kecollections of George Washington, p. 277. 

To Mr. John Avery. 

Mount Vernon, 
25th Sept. 1799. 
Sir. 

Your letter of the 2nd. instt. came duly to hand ; — but previ- 
ous thereto, I had written to Mr. Francis of Philadelphia, 
(who report had engaged the houses to, I was building in the 
Federal City) to have in explicit terms whether he meant to 
take them, or not, on the conditions I offered them, — namely — 
Seven and an half per cent on the whole cost ; to which, taxes, 
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if any and Insurance against fire, were to be added. — On 
lower terms, no person in the Fedl. City, or elsewhere that I 
could hear of would let — ; but few who would sell on these, as 
it was but little more than legal and common interest of money 
when it is well known that the wear & of houses required 
much more. — 

I have waited until now, to name Mr. Francis's answer, 
without hearing from him; which has been the cause of my 
not replying to your letter sooner. — If his answer is detained 
much longer, I shall feel myself under no obligation to pre- 
fer him, because he was the first applicant for them. — 

Although my house, or houses (for they may be one or two 
as occasion requires) are I believe, upon a larger scale than 
any in the vicinity of the Capitol, yet they, fall far short of 
your wishes. — The largest room, and that occasionally made 
so, is not more than a — foot in length. — The houses are three 
flush stories of Brick, besides Garret rooms: — and in the 
judgment of those better acquainted in these matters than I 
am, capable of accomodating between twenty & thirty boarders. 
— The buildings are not costly, but elegantly plain. — and the 
whole cost — at a pretty neat guess — may be between fifteen 
and sixteen thousand dollars. — I am sir, &c. 

L. C, William Thornton Papers, Vol. 3. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
29th. Septr. 1799 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 24th instant, enclosing a note from Mr. 
Blagden, came to my hands on Thursday last ; the next day I 
sent up to Alexandria to see if a Painter could be had to 
execute the Painting of my houses in the City, and on what 
terms. 

The principal Painters in that place, Messrs. McLeod & Lum- 
ley, promised (one or the other of them) to repair to the 
buildings the next day (yesterday) and tomorrow to furnish 
me with an estimate of what they will do the work for, and 
thereby enable me to give a decisive answer to the proposal 
mentioned in your letter. 
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In the meantime, if no material inconvenience would result 
from the measure, I hope Mr. Blagden will not remove the 
scaffold — Particularly, as the Painting shall be (of the win- 
dows & cornice I mean) set about immediately after receiving 
the expected information, by someone or other. I am dear 
sir, &c. 

L. C, William Thornton Papers, Vol. 3. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon 
Octr. 1st. 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

Enclosed are Messrs. McLeod & Lumleys prices for painting 
my Houses in the City. — Theirs, as you will perceive, is ex- 
tended in Virginia currency ; — that mentioned by you, I pre- 
sume in Maryland ; and if so, the prices are nearly the same. 

Wherefore, if the Painter in the City will — finding all ma- 
terials, do the Windows & Cornice, & Doors, — in short all the 
exterior of the Buildings, the roof excepted (which must re- 
main for future decision) upon the Terms McLeod & Lumley 
have offered, and there is reason to expect faithful work from 
him, I have no desire to resort to Alexandria, although I 
know the former to be capital Painters, & respectable men. — 

The matter now rests with Mr. Blagden, with your advice, 
to employ whom he pleases. — What is meant (in McLeod & 
Lumleys letter) by London measurement, I know not ; and the 
mode of doing it ought to be ascertained beforehand, to 
avoid mis-conception. — Every one knows that a square yard 
contains nine feet in common acceptation; but how many 
feet by London measurement, I know not. — 

Sanding, is designed to answer two purposes — durability, 
& representation of Stone ; — for the latter purpose, and in my 
opinion a desirable one; — it is the last operation, by dashing, 
as long as any will stick, the sand upon a coat of thick paint. 
This is the mode I pursued with the painting at this place, & 
wish to have pursued at my house in the City. — To this, I must 
add, that as it is rare to meet with sand perfectly white & 
clean; all my Houses have been sanded with the softest free 
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stone pounded and sifted ;** — and it is my wish to have those 
in the City done in the same way. If the stone cannot be 
thus prepared in the City, be so good as to inform me, & it 
shall be done here & sent up. It must be dashed hard on — & 
as long as any place appears bare. I am with great esteem, &c. 
** The fine dust must be seperated from the sand by a gentle 
breeze, & the sifter must be of the fineness the sand is required. 

L. C, William Thornton Papers, Vol. 3. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon. 
October 6th, 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

Your letter of the 3d. was reed, last night. I doubt not, the 
Painting and sanding of such parts of my houses in the City 
as now require it, will be done well, — with the best materials, 
— and on the best terms; — wherefore I cannot be otherwise 
than pleased. 

As soon after this work is accomplished as I can make it 
convenient, I will visit the City, & take a view of my Buildings. 
— To part with which, if it could be done on terms any ways 
advantageous, would comport better with my finances, than to 
retain them for the purpose of Eenting. — If, therefore, you 
should hear of any person, or persons, disposed to buy, and 
who are able & willing to advance part of the purchase money, 
and the residue on reasonable credit, I pray you to mention 
mine. — To aid in the accomodation of the members of the 
General Government, was my only inducement to these build- 
ings. — For my own convenience, another site will be chosen 
when, if ever, I am in circumstances to encounter the expence. 



L. C, Autograph original. 

Diary, 1799. 

October 9. . . . Col . [John] Walker & M r . [Hugh] Nelson 
[who had arrived at Mount Vernon on the 4 th .] set out for the 
City of Washington after breakfast. 

November 9. . . . viewed my buildings in the Fed 1 . City — 
Dined at M r . Laws— & lodged at M r . Tho s . Peter's— 



Writings of Washington Relating to National Capital. 231 

10. . . . Returned home about Noon. 

17. . . . Went to Church in Alexandria & dined with M r . 
Fitzhugh — on my return f d . young M r . McCarty here on his 
way back from the Federal City. 

Letters and Eecollections of George Washington, p. 279. 

To the Commissioners. 

Mount Vernon, 
18th. Nov., 1799. 
Gentlemen, 

Your letter of the 13th. instt. and its enclosure, did not 
reach my hands until Saturday morning. — 

Enclosed you will find a check on the Bank of Columbia, 
for my dividend on stock in that Bank, for the last year. — Not 
knowing precisely, what percentage it drew, I am uncertain 
whether it will exceed, or fall short of your demand on me, 
for the 2d. Instalment on lot, No. 16, in the City. — If the 
latter, please to inform me of the deficiency and the amount 
shall be transmitted in Bank notes. — With great esteem & 
regard, &c. 

Letters and Eecollections of George Washington, p. 279. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon, 
18th Novr., 1799. 
Dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 13th instt, came duly to hand. — I am now 
making arrangements at the Bank of Alexandria for obtaining 
money. — When this is accomplished I will forward a check on 
that Bank for the $1000 required by Mr. Blagden, & hope it 
will be in time to answer his purposes. — 

I have no objection for Mr. Blagden 's frequent calls for 
money but I fear the work which is not enumerated in the 
Contract with him, is pretty smartly whipped up in the price 
of it. — I had no expectation (for instance) that a well little 
more than 30 feet deep, was to cost me upwards of £70. — I 
may however, have misconceived the matter from ignorance of 
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the usual rates. — With great esteem & regard — I am — Dr. 
Sir, &c. 

Letters and Becollections of George Washington, p. 281. 

To William Thornton. 

Mount Vernon, 
20th. Nov., 1799. 34 
Dear Sir, 

When I wrote to you the other day, I expected to have 
settled matters with the Bk. of Alexandria so as to have been 
enabled to have sent you, for Mr. Blagden 's use, a check 
thereon for $1000. — But not being well enough acquainted 
with the rules of the Bank, I suffered what are called discount 
days, to pass over before I applied; for which reason the 
business there must remain over until after Tuesday of next 
week. 

But, if to do this will be attended with any inconvenience to 
Mr. Blagden, and he will be at the trouble of riding, or send- 
ing any person down here, competent to receive the money — 
Mr. Lewis, who has it by him, will lend me that sum, and it 
shall be paid. Of this I would thank you for informing Mr. 
Blagden. With esteem &ca. 

35 The death of General Washington occurred at Mount Vernon, De- 
cember 14, 1799. 



